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IN THE 
Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
AT RICHMOND. 
Record No. 2626 
HUGH RAYMOND ·w1LLIA:MSON, Plaintiff in Error, 
COMMONWEALTH OF VIR.GINIA, Defendant m Error. 
PETITION 1n)R v\TRIT Oli1 ERROR 
Your petitioner, Hug·h ~aymond ,vmiamson, would re-
spec.tfully -reprerent that he is· aggrieved by a final judgment 
of the Circuit Court of the County of Elizabeth City, Vir-
ginia, entered on the 13th day of December, 1941, ·sentencing·. 
him to five years in a state· penitentiary for ·second de,gree 
murder. · · 
-· ~rhe tra.uscript of the record of the said case is filed with 
this· petition. · -
Your petitioner is advis<3q. and represents to the Court that 
the said final judgment is erroneous and should he rever,sed. 
PROCEEDINGS 
The defendant was indicted on the 8th day of July, 1941, 
in the Circuit Court of Elizabeth City County, Virginia, mi 
;i charge that on the 30th day of ,Tune, 1941, he murdei:ed 
one, Helen Jordon Williamson, who was the wife of the said 
Hugh Raymond Williamson. On the 27th day of October, 
1~4~? the def end ant was called for trial before the Circuit 
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2~ Court of •Elizabeth City County, Virginia, and pleaded 
not- guilty and was tried by a jury. · 
At the conclusion of the presentation of the Commonwealth'~ 
evidence the defendant moved the Court to strike out the 
evide.nce in-so-far as murder in the first degree and murder 
in the second degTee was made against him, and to instruct 
the jury that they were to consider the charge only of whether 
. the defendant was gµilty of manslaughter. 'l~his motion of 
the defendant was overruled and to which action of the Court 
th·~ defendant excepted. 
On the 28th day of Octo her, 1941, the jury, after hearing 
,all of the evidence and argument of CQunsel, found the _de-· 
fendant guilty of murder in the sec.ond -degree and fixed his 
punishment as five years in the State Penitentiary. The de-
fendant made a motion to set aside the verdict of the jury as 
contrary to the law and evidence and for certain errors in 
the trial. This motion was co'ntinued, and after further ar-
g-ument, on the 13th day of December, 1941., the Court over-
n1led the motion and entered up final . judgment and sen-
tenced the defendant in accordance with the verdict of the 
jury, to which ac.tion of the Court the defendant excepted. 
STATEMENT OF.FACTS 
The defendant is a colored man twenty-seven years of 
age; was born in Prince George County, Virginia, three miles 
from .Pete'rsiburg·; at~encled the elementary schools in that 
section until he was seventeen or eighteen years of age, when 
he came down to Elizabeth City County in August, 1933, 
3::~ to work. He did "*farm work for approximately three 
and a half years when b~ got a job in the Newpo,rt News. 
iShipbuilding and Dry Dock Company in the riggers depart-
ment where he wol'kcd uhou1. two and a half years and was· 
. transferred to a better job in thl?' transportation department, 
,in which department he continued to work until June 30, 
1941. The defendant was a Rteady and hard-working man 
from the time he was a hoy in his teens and had never been 
·arreRted at any place at any time charged with any offensP. . 
prior to his surrender to the police a few days after June 
30, 1941. 
The defendant was in jail from the 3rd day of tTuly, 1941, 
until the 17th day of July, 1941, when he was bailed for his 
appearance before the October term of the Circuit Court of 
Elizabeth Citv Conntv for his trial. Because of his deten-
tion in jail from the ·time of his arrest until July 17, 1941, 
and because of the c.harge pending against him he was laid 
off by his employer, but immediately went'to the Navy Yard . 
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at Norfolk where he was employed as a rigger in the con-
struction of battleships and the arming of merchant ships, 
and at the time of his trial on October 27th, 1941, was em-
ployed as a lead rig·gc~r, making $1.06 an hour and leading 
a gang of men. . _ 
On July 30, 1936, the defendant married Helen Jordon, 
whom he had known for about twelve months and went to live 
-with her parents, where he paid his pa.rt of the household 
expenses until about six months after the marriage when 
his wife's father died and left a whole house full of small 
children. The defendant was the only one in the house that 
was working at that time (R., p. 212). It was shortly after 
his father-in-law's death that the defendant ouit the farm 
work and got a job in the shipyard, ~in order that h~ 
4* might be better able to look after his wife and her fam-
ily. The defendant and his wife continued to live with 
his wife's mother and the srnall children for fourteen or sL~-
teen months after his father-in-law's death and until some 
of the younger boys had ·gotten jobs and were able to ~elp 
provide for the family. The defendant and his wife tbea 
moved from her mother's home to a home in Aberdeen Har-
dens, where he thought he could buy a housei there, which was 
a government development. When he found out this was not 
possi1ble ~nd one of his wife's relatives, who had been living 
with her grandparents having died, he agreed to move fr.om 
Aberdeen out on the Back Rive.r .Road in Elizabeth City 
County with his wife's grandparents to help take care of 
them. He lived there for seven or eight months and until 
the roads leading down to their place became impassable and 
it was impossible for him to get from where he lived to his 
·work. He then moved and took a room with the widow, l\frs. 
Laura Spruell, 913 King Street, Hampton, where he and 
hi-s wife lived until they had completed their new home on 
Sawyer's Swamp Road in Eli7.abeth City County, Virginia, 
in November, 1940, ·when he ancl his wife moved from the 
Spruell home to their new l1ome. 
The defendant and l1is wife, after purehasing the land, 
cleared it of shrubbery, cnt down trees, pulled out tree stumps, 
after the defendant would come from his work in the ship-
yard and work sometimes until midnight by auton;iobile light. 
He then built the house, which cost him twenty-seven or 
twenty-eig·ht hundred dollars (R., p. 218) not counting· the 
plumbing, which he installed him Relf, screens which he made 
himself a.nd other work that he '"'and his wife did around 
5.* the property. He then fitted up the home with new 
furniture and he and his wife went to live in a stvle 
supeiior to that of persons in their staiion in life. .. 
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From the time of the marriage and during the time that 
he was living with fi.rst one and then the other of bis wife's 
people and always paying hi!, way and frequently supporting 
some of them, there is not one bit of evidence that he ever 
mistreated, abused or was cruel to his wife. There was 
never any complaint about the manner in which he provided 
for her. His wife never worked during the time of the mar-
riage until after they had mo·ved in their new home in No-
vember, 1940, and then she obtained a job at the laundry at 
Fort Monroe and used hif- automobile to g·o back and forth 
to work until a short timP before her death. 
Williamson and his wif P. never had any difficulty of any 
consequence or seriousness until sometime in May, 1941, when 
be went into a store of J. C. l\IHchell, a short distance from 
their home. a.rtd the wife of the proprietor gave him .a tele-
phone number for his wife, Helen ,Villiamso11, to eall. Wil-
liamson thoug'ht the call had been ma.de by the M:a.nag·er of 
1 the laundry at Fort }i~us.tis where his wife had been trying 
to get employment instead of at Ii,ort Monroe, because at 
Fort Eustis it was day work and at Fort Monroe it was night. 
v\Then he told Mrs. J\Htchell this she said no, she thought 
that it was he, Williamson, that had called. This remark 
made him suspicious and he checked the telephone number 
and found it belonged to a house on 30th Street in the twelve 
hundred block in Newport News, which is a colored conuimn-
ity. After making .extensive investigation he apprised 
6"" his wife of the efact of the telephone e.all. She first told 
him. "There ain't nobody calling me up.'' She then ad-
mitted that she had bc,.m to the home where the telephone 
was located and then bc·came ang-rv aud usked the defendant 
to take her home, whfoh he did ... The next day the matter 
was worrying him so that he did not go to work. He rode 
clown to his wife's mother's home where his wife had spent 
the night and they went for a ride. Ifii.:; wife then told him 
that the telephone call must have come from a man that she 
met in the beauty shop in Newport News the first of the 
previous week. She told him Rhe did not know the man's 
name. but admitted she had given him her telephone number. 
The defendant's wife and he staved at their own home that 
night and it was agreed that thoy\vere to g-o up to the beauty 
shop the next day and find out from the girl that introduced 
the man to hi,s wife, who the man was. The next morning 
when they walked out to get in the car his wife said, '' There 
ain't no need to go up there, I might us well tell you the 
truth." So they went back in the house. She tolil him. 
that she had met this man on 30th Street and Chestnut Ave-
~ue in Newport News; that she had drunk beer with him and 
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made a date to meet him later and had given him her t~le-
phone number and when he mig·.ht get her. '11hat subsequently 
~he had filled the date and another one and that thev went 
. to a hotel on 25th Street (R., p. 245). After the defendant's 
wife told him this, he told her that they would go down 
:md he would put in for a ,i.ivorce, and that it would probably 
take six months to get it and if she would live right in the 
meantime he would remarrv her and this the defendant's wife 
agTeed to. They came do\vn to Phoebus to see an attorney, 
but the attorney was out and they then went to see Helen 
7* Williamson's *brother and asked him who was the law-
yer getting- his divorce. They were advised it was Law-
yer William D. Butts of Newport News. .So ,villiamson and 
his wife drove over tlwre. 
Butts tried to get them reconciled: hut was npt ahle and 
on this occasion .. Williamson's wife admitted in the presence 
of Butts her infidelity, hut stated that she loved her husband 
a.nd it was then that Butts su~g·ested that they try to get 
their differences straightened out. It was agreed that a con-
tract to live separate and apart would be entered into and if 
thev did not become reconciled that a divorce would be :filed. 
In ~the meantime the only name that the defendant's wife 
would give him of ihe man she had been unfaithful with 
was Obie. She said he lived in the eleven h1mdred block 
on 31st Street, Newport News (R., JJ. 251 ). In the meantime 
the defendant was trying to find out the ~ircumstances and 
the facts with reference to his wife's conduct and ran down 
ail clues a.s to the identitv of the ma.n. 
After the contract of separation had heen signed and 011 
the wa.y back from the attorneys' office in N owport News the 
defendant's wife promised him that if he would overlook this 
transgTession that she never would be guilty of n similar 
one and it was agTePcl that they would go hack and live in 
their home and if she behaved tha.t ho would drop all pro-
·Ceedings and if she dicl not he ·would go on through with it 
(he did not know that the resumption of marital relations 
would bar his right to a divorce because of his wife's adul-
tery). They went back and lived together from the time the 
SP,pa.ration ag·reement was signed until the 23rd of June, 
1941. On the clav before the 23rd of June the defendant and 
his wife had some inconsequential argument about ~her 
8':.< buying an automobile when he already had two and she 
then got angry and went over to her mother's home, but 
did come over dailv and ~ee the defendant and hi~ sister and 
her family, who was then living- ,vith the defendant and his 
wife. 
On the 29th of June, 1941, Helen "Williamson and a girl 
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named Eleanor Bright went by and got the witnec.;s Obie Studi-
vent and rode around and then went out to Little Bethel to 
Church and to a Church play .. After the play was OYer the:r 
rode around and went to a club and had something to drink 
and the Commonwealth's witnef:ts, }Gleanor Brig-ht. said that 
the decea~ed, Helen ,vnlinmson, spent the night' with her. 
On tlune 30, l 941, the deceased drove into Newport News, to 
get her sisiter-in-law 's hu~hand, Henl')r lt,rank, and went by 
and again picked up the witness Obie Studivent. Studivent 
i;;tated she was to drop him off at the picture show a few 
blocks from his home. but the fart is she took him out to her 
husband's home and f°rom there down to a general store where 
she bought him and herself a soft drink. 
The defendant had worked on, the 30th of June·, 1941; came 
home, did some work around the house and was then waiting 
for his sister-in-law and her husband and two children to 
come in; when they did come he decided to go into the City 
of Hampton} but agreed to stop by the general store of J. C. 
Mitchell not far from his home, to buy a drink for himself 
and his ibrother-in-law. As he drove up to the Mitchell store, 
at about eight o'clock in the evening, when it was dark, he 
' reco~nized his wife's car and saw in there his wife and a 
man, whom he did not know, but who turned out to be Obie 
Studivent, hug·ging and kis.sing·. rrhe defendant's mind went 
blank, but the evidence shows that he took *the pistol 
9"" out of the compartment of his car and shot into the car 
that his wife and her friend were in; whereupon his wife 
jumped out of tho car, went into Mitchell's store and fell 
dead .. Studivent was wounded in the arm and shoulder. He 
ran down the highway with vYilliamson after him until he 
reached the house of Mrs. .Albert Hamilton, where he toolr 
refuge. This lady recognized ,vmiamson and said she thought 
that he was plumb crazy (R., p. 91). Williamson finally came 
to himself and came back on down the road; he went into the 
Mitchell store where he learned that his wife had been cshot 
and he expressed sorrow a.t this happening-. He then went 
from the Mitchell store back to his home and !wandered 
around until he surrendered himself three davs later to the 
Chief of Police of the City of Newport News. 
ASSIGNMENTS OF E·RROR 
(1) The trial court erred in not sustaining the defendant's 
motion to strike the evidenc.e at the conclusion of the presen-
tation of the evidence by the Commonwealth as to the charge 
of murder in the first and second degrees and in letting the 
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case go to the Jury on the question as to whether or not the 
.defendant ~as guilty of ,oluutary manslaughter. . 
( 2) The trial court erred in refusing to let the witness L. M. 
Giddings, Deputy Clerk of the Circuit Court · of Elizabeth 
City County, Virginia, testify as to the pendenc.y in that 
Court of an attachment action for $3,000.00 ,by the witness 
Obie Studivent against the defendant, Hugh Raymond Wil-
liamson. . 
· · ( 3) The court erred in granting instructions Nos. '' E, F · 
& G" offered by the Commonwealth and granted over 
10• the objection •of the defendant. 
( 4) The court erred in failing to sustain the motion 
of the defendant to set aside the verdict of the jury as being 
oontra.ry to the law and evidence and without evidence to 
support it and because of' errors committed at the trial of 
this case. 
LA,V AND ARGUMENT 
· Where there are four assignments of error in this case 
there ar~ really only two questions presented : ( 1) Whether 
the evidence is sufficient to sustain the verdict of murder 
in the second degTee. ( 2) ,vhether the court erred in re- . 
fusing the witness L. 1VL Giclilings, Deputy Olerk of the Cir-
cuit Court of Elizabeth City Connty, offered by the defendant, 
to testifv that Obie Studivent l1ad an attachment suit pend-
ing at the time he testified against tlle defendant, Hugh 
Raymond Williamson, for $3,000.00. The petitioner will con-
fine his arg1unent to these two propositions. 
It is earnestlv contended that the evidence in this case is 
insufficient to support the \Terdict of the jury finding the 
defendant guilty of murder in the second degree. . 
The defendant was a man of excellent character, which be 
proved at the trial, and had never been arrested, prior to the 
offense for which he was tried, at any time on any charg·e. He 1 
was a hard working man, saved his money, properly provided 
'for and -supported his wife and from time to time looked after 
members of her family. . 
Fromi the time of his marriage, five years before the shoot-
ing·, with the exception of eight months immediately prior 
11 * •thereto, the defendant had Rpent most of their married 
life with first one rehWve and then another Qf the de-
ceased, in order that they mig·ht help to provide and ca.re for 
her relatives. During- all of this time not one complaint was 
made about hi,s conduct and treatment of the deceased. 
The evidence is uncontradicted that the defendant and his 
wife got along well and happily until she met the witness 
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Obie Studivent. She had been going with him for some time, 
according to the testimony of Charles MarRhall, which no 
effort was made to contradict, but the defendant did not find 
this out until about the _]st day of May, 1941.. His actions 
at that time indicated that he was seriously wounded and 
grieved to find out that the woman that he had married 
and for whom be had done everything he conld to properly 
provide and care for her was unfaithful. Her actions when 
he confronted her with the proposition were aggravating. and 
provoking. Subsequently she not only admitted her infidelity 
to him, but also admitted it in the presence of an attorney, 
that· he took her to, in order to have the separation effected. 
A.fter admitting· in the attorney's preAence her infidelity, 
she then professed gTeat love for the defendant and said that 
no matter wliat happened she would never love anyone else . 
. A.ftel'1 they left the attorney's office the deceased was able 
to persuade the defendant to take her back and he agreed 
to give her this trial, upon her representations that she had 
simply made a mistake and the same thing would never 
happen again. . 
Yet the evidence of the Commonwealth i~ that on 
12* *Sunday night, June 29, 1941, she was out riding and 
drinking with this m.;-m, Obie Sturu.vent, and was back 
to get him about five o'clock on the afternoon of her death. 
According to her lover·s statement she was to take him to 
the moving picture show four or five blocks from his home, 
but we find them driving up to the defendant's very home 
and then leaving out the other passengers in the car and 
driving down to the store where the deceased bought her 
friend a soft drink and was then huddled up in his arms 
when the defendant came hy. 
. The evidence of the Commonwealth's witness, Mrs . .Albert 
Hamilton, is that the defendnnt appeared to her to be crazy. 
No gTeater provocation cun hardly be imng·i.ned, in view of 
what the defendant had been subjected to before. We l1ave -
then, the defendant shooting-, with no intent to kill, his wife 
-·and expressing sorrow when he ascertained that she had 
,been killed, which shootfog was· done while the. defendant 
was in a fit of passion produced by adequa.te provoc~ation. 
When both passion and adequate provocation are present 
and death is inflicted, without malice, we have a typical case 
of voluntary manslaughter. · 
Honesty's case, 81 Va. 289. 
Hannah v. Oom., 153 Va. 863, 149 ·s. E. 419. 
Ballard v. Com., 156 Va. 980, 159 S. E. 222 
ffVilkins v. Com., 176 Va. 580, 11 S. E. 2nd. 653 
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Richardson v. Com,.~ 128 Va .. '191, 104 S. E. 788 
T•he Commonwealth offered some witnesses who testified 
tha.t they did not see the deceased hugging the witness, Obie 
Studivent, at the time the defendant came up, but all of the 
testimony of these witnesses in that respect was negative, 
13* none •of them would say that she was not and all ad-
mitted that they were not pa~1ing particular attention 
as to what went on in the automobile at the time. The evi-
dence of the defendant tha.t as he approached he saw his 
wife in the embrace of Studivent, whom he concluded to be 
the man that broke up his home, is uncontradicted. Not 
onlv do we have "Williamson\:, uncontradicted statement about 
his· wife admitting her infidelity, but we have the testimony 
of Attorney William D. Butts, to the same effect. · 
It is respectfully submitted then that the only fair con-
clusion that c..oulcl be reached, from all of the eYidenee in the 
,case, is that Williamson had been a dutiful, provident and 
faithful hushand, that he ascertained that his wife had be<::n 
unfai.thful .and when he first confronted her with this fact she 
left his home, later admitted her infidelity, not only to the 
defendant, but to the attorney they went to sr.e. And in face 
of all of this the defendant was willing to take her hack and 
to provide and treat her jnHt as thc~r had in the past, upon 
her assurance that her misconduct would not be continued, 
aud that her escapade was at an end. And then to find her 
riding by his home and parked in the nightime in the em-
brace of a man that l1ad caused all th,3 trouble is adequate 
provocation to make anv normal, sane man lose his re~son 
or at least surge with 'paRsion. If the deceased was shot 
under these circumstances the highest offense that the de-
fendant c.ould be µ;uilty of would he voluntary manslaughter. 
The refusal of the Court to strike the evidence at the con-
clusion of the Commonwmtlth 's testimony as to the charge 
of murder in the first and second deg-ree and the -giving of 
instructions '' E, P & a '' defining murder and instruct-
14"" ing the "'defendant might he found guilty of the same 
was a most serious kind of an error. 
The case should have been submitted to the .Jurv on the 
Ring·le question as to whether the defendant was guilty o,f 
voluntary manslaughter or not. 
,vith reference to the second assignment of error, it is 
submitted that the testimony of Obie Studivent was most 
damaging as far as the dP-f e1idant was concerned. Studivent 
testified that he had never met the deceased until the day 
,before the shooting·. He admitted, however, tha.t he had been 
with her from five o'clock in the afternoon before until mid-
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night; that they rode around on lonely roads and ha~ been 
to a club drinking whiskey; that he was back with her the 
next afternoon at five o'clock, with no explanation as to 
whv he did not get off at the moving picture show to where 
he was to be transported and was found with her some seven 
or eight miles from hi8 home and near her home, with the 
lights out, parked at the time that th,ey were apprehended 
by the defendant. 
. Any. evidence that wont.d show prejudice, bias or interest 
_on the part of this witness was proper. 
He had instituted an attachment suit for $3,000.00 against 
the defendant because of a wound he received in his arm 
and shoulder when the defenda11t found him embracing the 
defendant's wife. · 
Studivent knew if he was guilty of breaking up the de-
fendant's home, of running around with the deceased, when 
she was married to the defendant, of committing adultery 
,with her, that ·his attachment action for $3,000.00 would not 
have much practical value. 
15<+ *The jury had a right to kno:w that Studivent wab 
pecuniarily interested in establishing the shooting by 
Williamson was without provocation. 
It is submitted then, that the Court erred in not permit-
ting the Clerk of the Circuit Court to testify as to the fact 
that Studivent had filed an attachment against the defendant 
for $3,000.00. 
Michie's Digest of Va. & ·w. Va., volume 4, page 281, Sec-
tion 48, we find this language. ,:·when evidence is introduced 
to show interest on the part of a witness for the purpose of 
discrediting him, it is improper to refuse to admit evidence 
. to show the extent of such interest or to disprove its exist-
tence." · 
JVard v. Brown, 53 ,v. Va. 229, 44 S. E. 488 
Poague v. Spriggs, 21 Gratt. 220; 228 · 
CO~CLUSION 
For these and other rea.sons to he assigned at bar your 
petitioner prays that he may be granted a writ of error to 
the afor~,said judgment and that the same may be reviewed by 
this Honoraible Court. 
Your petitioner requests that he be permitted to present 
oral a.tgument on this petition. 
· Your petitioner desires to adopt this petition as his open-
ing brief in this case, a copy o:f which petition was delivered to 
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Mr. J. ,v. Hope, Jr., Commonwealth Attorney of Elizabeth 
City County, Virginia, on the 10th day of April, 1942. 
Respectfully submitted, 
HUGH RAYMOND "WILLIAMSON, 
By FHANK A. KEARNEY, 
His Counsel. · 
16* 8 I, Frank A. Kearney of Phoebus, Virginia, an at-
torney at law practicing before tho Supreme Court of 
Appeals of Virginia, hereby ce·rti.fy that I have examined the 
record in this case and it is my opinion that final judgment 
entered in this case should ~ reviewed by the· Supreme Coul't 
of Appeals. 
J. W. HOPE, JR. 
Commonwealth Attorney, 
Elizabeth City County, 
Hampton, Nirginia. 
FRANK A. KEARNEY. 
Take notice that on the 11th clay of .Li.\.pril, 1942, the fore-
going petition, tog·ether with the record in this case, will 
· be filed in the office of the Clerk of the Supreme Court of 
Appeals at Richmond, Virginia. 
Given under my hand this 10th day of April, 1942. 
. FRA-NK A. KEARNEY,' 
.Attorney for II ugh Raymond Williamson. 
Receipt of a copy of the foregoing petition is hereby ac-
knowledged as is also receipt of a copy of the above notice 
this 10th day of .April, 1942. 
J. WILTON HOPE, JR., 
Commonwealth Attorney of Elizabeth City 
County, Virginia. 
Received April 11th, 1942. 
Received April 21, 1942. 
l\f. B. WATTS, 
Clerk. 
c. v. s. 
June 8, 1942. Writ of error awa.!ded by the court. No 
bond. 
M.B. W. 
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RECORD 
Pleas before the Circuit Court of Elizabeth City County, 
Virginia, February 11th, A. D. 1942. 
Be it remembered, that heretofore, to-wit: 
·-Circuit Court of the County of Elizabeth City on Tues-
day the eighth day of July, in the year of our Lord one thou-
sand nine hundred and forty-one. 
· The Special Grand Jury adjourned over on Monday, June 
2nd, 1941, appeared in Court pursuant to their adjournment 
and again retired to their room for the further dispatch of 
business, and after sometime returned into Court having 
found the following indictment, to-wit: 
Commonwealth 
v. 
Hugh Raymond Williamson. 
Indictment for a Felony-Murder. 
('Endorsed) "A TRUE BILL'' (Signed) P. A. Fuller, 
Foreman. 
I 
And having completed their labors, were discharged. 
Which indictment is in words and figures as follows, to-
wit: 
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 
County of Elizabeth City, to-wit: 
In the Circuit Court of said County. 
The Grand Jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in 
and for the body of the County of Elizabeth City and now at-
tending the Circuit Court of said County, at the J tine Term, 
1941, thereof, upon their oaths present, that Hugh Raymond 
Williamson on the 30th day of June, 1941, in the said County 
of Elizabeth City, feloniously did kill and murder one Helen 
Jordan Williamson, against the peace and dignity of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 
page 2 ~ Upon the testimony of Robert Lovett, Phillip 
Lovett, Tom Randall, Frank Henry, James Les-
ter, Obie .Studivent, witnesses sworn in open Court and sent 
to the Grand Jury. 
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Upon the back which appea1·s the following words and 
:figures, to-wit: Commonwealth v. Hugh Raymond William-
son-Felony Indictment for Murder. 
A TRUE BILL 
P. A. FULLER, Foreman. 
Indictment returned by Grand Jury July 8th, 1941, and 
docketed. R. E. Wilson, Clerk by L. M. Giddings, Deputy 
Clerk. 
We, the jury, find the defendant g'Uilty of Murder in the 
second degree, and fix his punishment at five ( 5) years in 
the penitentiary. 
T. E. EZELL, Foreman. 
And at another day, to-wit: 
Circuit Court of the County of Elizabeth City on Thurs-
day the seventeenth day of July, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand nine hundred and forty-one. 
Commonwealth 
v. 
Hugh Raymond vVilliamson. 
FELONY-MlTRDER. 
This day came the attorney for the Commonwealth and 
the prisoner was led to the bar in the custody of 
page 3 } the jailor of this Court and the said prisoner, to-
. gether with Roy Williamson, 914 Diamond Street, 
Petersburg, Virginia, and Lertie R. Williamson, R. F. D. 2, 
Box 84%, Petersburg, Virginia, (who justified on oath as 
to their sufficiency), as his sureties, severally acknowledged 
themselves indebted to the Commonwealth of Virginia, int.he 
sum of Five Thousand ($5,000.00) dollars, each, to be levied 
of their resP.ective goods and chattels, lands and tenements 
for the use of the said Commonwealth, but to be void if the 
said Hugh Raymond "Williamson shall personally appear in 
this Court on the 1st day of the October Term, 1941, (being 
the 6th day of October, 1941), and at any time or times !ll 
which this case may be continued or further heard to an-
swer an indictment pending against him in this Court on 
the charge of a felony-Murder and surrender himself into 
custody and not depart hence without leaye of the Court. 
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And the obligors herein hereby waive the be;nefit of their 
respective homestead exemptions as to this debt and obliga-
tion. 
And at another day, to-wit: 
,Circuit. Court of the County of Elizabeth City on l\Ionday 
the twenty-seventh day of October, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand-.·:niile hundred and forty-one. 
,Comrnonwealth 
'V. 
· Hugh Raymond Williamson. 
FELONY-MURDER. 
This day came the Attorney for the Common-
page 4 ~ wealth and the accused appeared in Court in dis-
charge of his recognizance and being arraigned in 
his own proper person pleaded ''not guilty'' to the indict-
ment and the panel of twenty jurors heretofore summoned 
and completed for the trial of Richard Dismond for a Felony 
at this term and the ref ore available for the trial of all f el-
onies at this term bein~ present and in attendance upon the 
.Court, they were exammed by the Court and each and every 
member of said panel being found free from all legal excep-
tions and qualified in all other respects to serve as jurors, 
the .Attorney for the Commonwealth and the accused, by 
his counsel, beginning with the Attorney for the Common-
wealth alternately struck from said panel one juror each 
until eight had been stricken therefrom and the remaining 
twelve against whom there were no objections, to-wit: Nor-
man Hayes, John Mitchell, E. H. Bentzel, H. E. Ross, T. E. 
Ezell, Beverly Johnson, H .. C. McAllister, C. A. H ulcher, 
T. S. Jones, Peter Carter, C. L. Todd and J.P. Jones were 
sworn well and truly to try the accused and the truth of 
and upon the premises to speak and ha.ving partially heard 
the evidence were adjourned o-v.er until tomorrow morning 
at 9 :30 o'clock A. M. . 
Whereupon the Sheriff and two Deputies were sworn well 
and truly to keep the jury and neither speak to them them~ 
selves nor suffer any other person to speak to them touching 
any matter relative to this trial until they return into court 
at 9:30 o'clock A. M. on the 28th day of October, 1941. 
And the further hearing of this case is continued until to 
morrow morning at 9:30 o'clock A. M. 
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page 5 } And at another day, to-wit: 
Circuit Court of the County of Elizabeth City on Tues- ~ · 
day the twenty-eighth day of ,October, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand nine hundred and forty-one. 
Commonwealth 
v. 
Hugh Raymond_ Williamson. 
FELO,NY-MURDER. 
·This day again came the Attorney for the Commonwealth 
and the accused again appeared in Court in discharge of 
his recognizance and the jury adjourned over on. yesterday 
again appeared in Court in the custody of the Sheriff of this 
County, pursuant to their adjournment and having heard 
the remainder of the evidence and arguments of counsel, ·re-
tired to their room to consult of a verdict and after some-
time returned into Court having. found the following ver: 
diet, to-wit: ''Vte, the jury; find the defendant Guilty of 
Murder in the Second degree, and ,fix his punishment at five 
(5) years in the Penitentiary." (Signed) T. E. Ezell, Fore-
man. 
Whereupon, the defendant, by counsel moved the Court 
to set aside the verdict of the jury in this .case rendered be-
cause the same is contrary to the law and the evidence and 
because of misdirection to the jury and- because of inadmis-
sibility of the evidence by the defense. and because of ad-
mission of improper evidence by the Court, the hearing of 
which motion is continued until the first day of December, 
1941. I 
Whereupon, Hugh Raymond Williamson, together with Ler-
tie Joner Jones of R. F~ D. #2, Box 84%, Petersburg-, Vir-
ginia, (who justified on oath as to her _sufficiency) as his 
surety, severally acknowledged themselves indebted to the 
Commonwealth of Virginia in the sum of Three Thousand 
($3,000.00) dollars, each~ to be levied of their respective 
goods and chattels, lands and tenements for the use of the 
said Commonwealth, but to be void if the said 
page 6 } Hugh Raymond Williamson, shall ·personally ap-
pear in this Court on the 1st day of December, 1941, 
at 10 :00 o'clock A. M. a.nd. surrender himself into custody-
and not depart hence without leave of the ·C~~mrt. 
And the obligors herein hereby waive the henefit of their 
respective homestead exemptions as to this debt and obliga:-
tion. 
0 
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And the further hearing of this case is continued until 
the 1st day of December, 1941. 
And at another day, to-wit: 
Circuit Court of the County of Elizabeth City on Satur-
day the thirteenth day of December, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand nine hundred and forty-one. 
Commonwealth 
v. 
Hug·h Raymond Williamson. 
FELONY-MURDER. 
This day again came the Attorney for the Commonwealth 
and the accused again appeared in Court in discharge of 
his recognizance, and the Court having heard the arguments 
of counsel, on the mofom of the accused, by counsel, to set 
aside the verdict of the jury in this case rendered as set forth 
at the trial of this case on the 28th day of October, 1941, doth 
overrule said motion, to which ruling of the Court, the de-
fendant, by counsel, excepted and asked leave to 
page 7 ~ subsequently file his bills of exceptions, which leave 
is granted. 
1Vhereupon it being· demanded of the said Hugh Ray-
mond Williamson if anything further for himself he had or 
knew to say why the Court should hot now proceed to pro-
nounce judgment against him according to law and nothing· 
being offered or alleged in delay thereof, it is considered by 
the Court that the said Hugh Raymond Williamson be con-
fined in the Penitentiary of this Commonwealth for the period 
of Five ( 5) years, the period by the jurors in their verdict 
fixed. 
The Clerk of this Court is directed as soon as practicable 
after- the adjournment of this Court at this term to certify 
a copy of this judµ;ment to the Superintendent of the Peni-
tentiary of this Commonwealth; and the Sheriff of this 
County is directed to deliver the said Hugh· Raymond Wil-
liamson to the guard or g·uards authorized to receive him, 
who shall remove and safely convey him, the said Hugh 
Raymond Williamson, from the jail of this County to the 
Public Jail and Penitentiary house of this Commonwealth, 
therein to be kept imprisoned and treated in the manner pre-
scribed by law for the term afore said. 
Whereupon, it appearing to the Court that the defendant 
has indicated a desire to petition the Supreme Court of Ap-
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peals of this State for a writ of error and supersedeas, the 
execution of the sentence imposed as aforesaid is suspended 
for the period of Sixty (60) days in order to allow the ac-
cused time in which to perfect his appeal. 
· It appearing to the Court that the accused has entered 
into a recognizance for his appearance at any time or times 
in which this case may be continued or finally dis-
page 8} posed of, the entering into of another recognizance 
is deemed unnecessary. 
The Court certifies that the said Hugh Raymond William-
son has been confined in the jail of this County from the 3rd 
day of July, 1941, to the. 17th day of July, 1941, on this 
-charge. 
page 9 }- In the Circuit Court for the County of Elizabeth 
City, Virginia. 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
v. 
Hugh Raymond Williamson. 
BILL Ol, EXOEPTION :NiO. 1. 
The following evidence on behalf of the Commonwealth 
and the defendant, respectively, as hereinafter noted is all 
of the e,.;dence that was introduced at the trial of this caise: 
pag·e 1 ~ Virginia: 
In the Circuit Court of Elizabeth City County. 
Commonwealth 
v. 
Hug·h Raymond Williamson. 
TESTIMONY. 
Before: Hon. John Weymouth, J., and a jury. 
H~mpton, Virginia, October 27, 1941. 
Present: Mr. J. W. Hope, Jr., and Mr. Ralph T. Baker, 
representing the Commonwealth. Messrs. Kearney & Kear-
ney, By: Mr. Frank Kearney, and J. Thomas Newsome, 
representing the Defendant. 
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Off. E. W. Coi,ington. 
FIRST DAY. 
page 1.-A ~ Index. 
page 2 ~ COMMONWEALTH'.S EVIDENCE. 
. .OFF. E. ,v. COVINGTON, 
sworn on behalf" of the Commonwealth, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EX:Al\UNATION 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Your name is Mr. E.W. Covingtonf 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ,Vhat is your capacity with Elizabeth City County¥ 
A. County officer. 
Q. Were you, Mr. Covington, called on .Tune 30th to in-
vestigate a matter that ooourred at J. C. Mitchell's store in 
this countyf 
A. Yes, sir, 
Q. What. time did yon receive this ·call, !fr. Coving-ton! 
A. It was around 9 o'clock . 
. Q·. Around 9 ·o'clock t · 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Did you go out there at ·that time? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did you find when yon got there, Mr. Coving-
ton! 
A. I found a woman, I don't remember the first uame, Wil-
liamson, lying in Mr. Mitchcll 's store on the floor dead, and· 
an automobile was setting ri.g·lit out "front. I examined the 
· automobile while I was waitine; for the coroner. Tn the cushion 
of the front seat of the antomol?ile on the right-hand 
page 3 } I found one of these bullets, it was right under the 
cloth of the cushion of the front RP.at, and in the 
right-hand front door rig.·ht above the handle that you wind 
the glass I saw a little l101e. I raised the glass, which was 
down, and I saw a hole i11 the glass, and I tore the inside 
cloth and board off of the door, and lying in the bottom or 
the .door was this other bullet. 
· Q. Mr. Covington, did you examine Helen Jordan "\Vil-
liamson at that time? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Where wa.s the car parkecl? 
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Off. E. W. Covington. 
A. Direetlv in front of Mr. Mitchell's store on the side 
of the road.· 
Q. Do you know whether the car bad been moved at that 
time or not1 
A. My inf orma~ion is that it had not. 
Mr. Kearney: We object to that and ask that the answer 
be stricken· out. 
The Court: He sa:vs he doesn't know. 
Mr. Kearney: If ·he ha.cl said that I wouldn't have ob-
jected. The information he had is not evidence as to whether 
the car had been moved or not. 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Mr. Covington, how close was this car to Mr. Mitchell's 
store a.t that time~ 
A. The store has a porch on it. The r.ar I imagine · 
pag·e 4 ~ was around 8 or 10 feet from the steps that goes 
up on this porch. I wouldn't say exact; something 
like tha.t. 
Q. Was there a g·asoline pump there in front of that plMe? 
A. Yes, sir, there is a gaspline pump there. I think it is 
almost in front of his place. It would b~ off to one side of 
the entrance to his door. I tl1ink you would go on the left 
as vou enter the front door of his business. Q~ Did you examine the left seat of that automobile, :Mr. 
CovingionY · 
A. Examine which Y 
Q. The left seat? . 
A. Yes, sir, I examined all over th~ front. 
Q. ·wm you please tell the jury what you found there Y 
A. I don't remember :finding anything in particular, only 
the wheel. All I found was these bullets which was on the 
right-hand side of the car. 
Q. Did you see any bullet holes on the t,ack of the seat, 
lvir. Covington? · 
A. No, sir, I saw some - what I thought was •bullets, but 
I wouldn't know. 
Q. Did any bullets go through the windshield 7 
A. No, sir, I don't think so, to my recollection. 
Q. I believe you stated that there was a bullet hole 
page 5 ~ on the right door 011 the other side? 
... .A. On the right door right a.hove the handle that 
winds the g-lass there was a bullet hole, and I found the bul-
let. It dropped down in the bottom of the car. I taken the 
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Dr. Paul J. Parker. 
decorations off of the side of the car and found this buJlet. 
~Phere is a space in the bottom of the door. 
Q. How many bullets ·.vere there in this car, ~fr. Cov-
ing-ton°? 
A. I didn't see but the one, and that was in the door, that 
I would sav was a bullet ]Jule. 
Q. Did you make the arrest of Hugh Raymond ,vmiamson 
at that time? 
A. No, sir, he surrenuered to Capt. Pea eh in Newport 
News, and I went over and got him. 
CROSS 'BJXAMlNATION 
Bv· Mr. Kearney: 
·Q. How long.have you known Williamson, Mr. Coving-
tonY 
A. I hnven 't been knowinp: him up to that time. I have 
seen him a few times, hut I didn't know his name. 
Q. You didn't know hiR J).ame? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. v\t11ere was he when you hail seen him 1 
A. I had seen him up in the neighborhood of the Sawyer's 
Swamp. 
Q. Did you Ree him when l1e worked up there for 
pag·e 6 ~ Mr. Riley! 
A. No, sir, I clidu 't see him there. I didn't know 
who he was working for at the time. 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Did you see Obie Studivent when you g·ot there, Mr. 
Covington? 
A. I don't remember whether I ~aw him that night or 
not. 
DR. PA.UI,.J. PARKER, 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. You are Dr. Paul J. Parker? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is your official position with the County of Eliz-
abeth Citv1 . 
A. Coroner. 
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Dr. Pmd J. Parker. 
Q. Doctor, did you have occasion to examine the body of 
Helen Jordan "Williamson 1 
..A. Yes, sir. 
Q·. ·what da.te was thatf 
A. I don't have the <late, Mr. Hope. I think it 
page 7 ~ waR in June, wasn ·t it? I think you have the r~c-
ord. 
l\f r. Kearney: "\Ve can agree on the date. 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Did you go out at that time, that same night, doctor? 
A .. I would sav I was there around 10 o'clock. 
Q. Where did· the autop~y take place? 
A. In Hampton, in W. T. Smith's undertaking place. The 
night that I saw this girl she was in Mr. :Mitchell's store. 
She was dead when l saw l1er, and upon superficial examina-
tion I discovered that she h~.d a bullet just to the left of the 
sternum or the breast bone, and I borrowed a knife from some-
. body, a little pocket knife, and knockPcl the buUet out. 
Q. vVas tbat on her left-hand side, doctor.f 
A. No, the right-hand sideT 
Q. How many times was she s110t, doctor? 
A. I didn't fincl' but one hulfot hole in the woman, as near 
as I can remember. I did qn autopsy the next morning, and 
the onlv bullet that I discovered wM the one I handed to 
Mr. Covington, and Mr. Ritehie, I believe. ~I.1his bullet is 
similar to the one - is tlte one probably that I removed in 
the ,store that nis.;ht. It !tad gone throug-h below her scapula 
at least, the shoulder blad(', and penetrated through and had 
gone through the left ventricle of the heart; of 
page 8 r course, killing her in a every few minutes. 
Q. Doctor, will you plense tell where that bullet 
entered in her body by pointing to the jnry here? 
A. (Indicating) Tl1e bullet went just in this portion tµider 
the left scapula. When I found the bullet it was superficial, 
not throug·h·the skh,, but jnst beneath the skin. I could finger 
it with my finger, and for fen.r it might drop out, I removed 
it wHh a pocket knife. 
Q. Doctor, is that the on]y shot you removed from Helen 
Williamson f 
A. That is the only one I remember removing. I dissected 
her hea.rt that night to find out- what bad l1appened. Of 
course, this went through hC'r left side and went in her heart · 
22 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
Dr. Paul J. Parker. 
,and cut some of the branches of the . thoracic dnct, which 
would be sufficient to have c.ausecl death. 
Q. Doctor, do you know whether she had been moved there 
when you arrived at Mitchell's store? 
A. I personally do not know. I was told that she-
Q. That's all right. 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Docto1\ did you attend Obie tStndivent f 
A. No, I did not. There was a man over at the hospital 
by tha~ name, but I didn't attend him. I saw this man lying 
in the bed there, I had a patient next to him, and did talk 
to him personally the next day. 
pag·e 9 ~ CROSS EXAMINATION 
Hy Mr. Kearney: 
Q. You didn't see Hngh Williamson that night, doctor, 
the defendant here? 
A. No, sir, this is the first time I have ever seen him. 
Q. Today is the first time 1 
.a. Yes, sir. 
Q. Doctor, there. was only one gunshot in this woman, is 
that rig·ht Y 
A. It is the onlv one I could find. 
Q. You made an examination? 
A. Y P.R, sk. 
Q. 'l~o see if there was another? 
.A. ·y eA, sir. (J. Doctor, you have been practicing medfoine for how 
longt 
A. Thirty-one years. 
Q. Doctor, is it a medical fact that a man that receives 
sufficient provocation can be so enraged that he would lose 
all sensibilitv 7 
A. vVell, my personal opinion about it would be that it 
would depend upon the t-n>c of the individual. 
Q. And also tbe provocation¥ 
A. That is right, and the circumstances which 
page 10 ~ be is confronted witl1. 
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E. c.T. RITCHIE, 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth, testified as follows: 
By Mr. Hope: 
·Q. You are Mr. E. ,v. Ritchie¥ 
A. E. J. Ritchie. 
Q. What is your position with the County of Elizabeth 
Cit:vT 
A. Deputy Sheriff. 
Q. Did you have occasion on J nne 30th of this year, to go 
out to Mitchell's store, Mr. Ritchie 7 . 
A. We got a telephone message, I think it was around 
9 or a little after, from :Mitche.11 's store, on June 3oth, that · 
there had been a shooting out there. 1\fr. Covington was in 
the office and we g-ot in my car and drove out there, and the 
ambulance wa.s ahead of us, and wlion we got there Dr. Davis 
was there with the ambulance and he said he had called the 
coroner, that the girl was dead~ so I went into Mitchell's 
store and Helen Williamson was lying on the right side of the 
store right in front of the glass showcases, she was lying par-
allel with the showcase, her feet towards the entrance and 
her head towards the hack, and I stayed there un-
pag·e 11 ~ til the coroner came. 
Q. Mr. Rit~hie, where was the car parked when 
~u~~reY _ 
A. The car was parked somewhat to the left of the front 
door. I mean if you entered the door it would be to the 
left. 
Q. Did you have occasion to examine the automobile Y 
A. Mr. Covington did. I came ont when he started to 
take the handle off of the side door after he had seen this 
hole there,, the right front door glass. The bullet had gone 
through near the handfo wl1ere you wind the glass, had pene-
'trated the glass, the outside of the door and the window was 
like this (indicating·) where it l1acl struck the metal and fell 
,down to the bottom inside of the door. 
Q. Which way was the ~ar facing when you got there Y -
.A. The ear was fa ring towarcls Bethel, out towards Bethel. 
Q. Did you see Obie Studi.vent that night, .Mr. Ritchie? 
A. No, I clidn 't. He had already gone to the hospital 
when we got out there. I don ·t remember whether we went 
to the hospital after we came back, I don't think so. 
Q. Did you see Obie Studivent that night 1 
A. No., sir~ 
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Obie Studivent ( Oolo1·ed). 
, 
Q. Did you notice any other hullet marks on his car, Mr. 
Ritchie¥ 
A. I\ can't sHy thP.y were bullet marks. I saw 
page 12 }- holes in the front seat, but I can't say whether 
thev were bullet marks. 
Q. The one .. in the door, is that the only one you could 
identify, is that it, 
A. That is the only one I could identify. 
Q. W110 was at Mitehell '-s store when you got there? 
A. Mr. Mitchell. Therf? was so mnny out there, one I do 
remember is - I think it is vVillimnson 's brother-in-law, 
Henry, but there was snc:h a crowd. there I don't remember 
all of them that were there, not offhand. I know Mr. Mitchell 
was there. 
Q. Is this in Elizabeth City County, Mr. Ritchie Y 
A. Yes; sir. 
Q. Where you saw thP. body of Helen Williamson t 
.A. Yes, sir. 
CROSS "IDXAMINATION 
By :Mr. Kearney: 
Q. Yon saw Stuclivent when 1 
A .. I think I saw Studivent the next day in company with 
Mr. Covington at the Dixie Hospital. 
Q. When did you see ·wmiamsou Y 
A. I saw Williamson, it was either two or three days 
later. I got a call from Capt. Peaeh telling- me be was up 
there and he was turning himself in, eo I went up 
page 13 ~ and picked up Mr. Coving-ton and we went to New-
port News and pick<!d him up there. 
I 
OBIE RTUDIVJ.1NT (Co1or13d), 
sworn on behalf of the CoP-imomvealt11, testified as follows: 
DIRECT 1~~XAMINA1~I0N 
Bv Mr. Hope: 
·Q. Your name is Obie Studiventf 
A. That is right. 
(~. Where do you live, Studivent? 
A. I live at · 1148 - 31st StrP.et. 
Q. How long have you been livhi.~ there, StudivenU 
A. Since I was born. 
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Obie Studivent (Colored). 
Q. You have been living at that Sf1me addrcs~? 
A. That is right. 
Q. ·where you living there on June 30th of this year 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How old are you 1 
A. Twentv~three. 
Q. Did you know Helen J ordau 1Villiamso:u Y 
A. At what time? · 
Q. I asked you did you know her? 
A. Not until I met ·her. 
Q. Tell the jury -exactly when you met her Y 
pag·e 14 r A. I met Helen on Sunday, ,hmc 29th. Am I 
supposed to continue 7 
Q. I will just question you. "\Vhert~a.bouts did you meet 
her, Studivent? 
A. At my house. 
Q. ··who brought her there? 
A. Eleanor Bright and Raymond Goodwin. 
Q. Who lives with you T 
A. l\tiy mother and father and sister and brother. 
Q. Do they live in the same house with yon f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long did Helen Jordan \Villiamson stay at your 
house that dav? 
A. She didn't stay only m,til T g·ot dressed. As a matter 
of fact, she never came in, she was in the ea.r all the time. 
Q. What day was that f 
A. Sunday, the clay .before the accident. 
Q. How did Helen Williamson happen to stop at your 
house? 
A. Well, I understand that she was spending the week-encl 
with Eleanor, and Eleanor bronght .her by 1ny house. Ray-
mond went to see Eleanor and· well, Rho wanted a boy friend 
for Helen, and tlrny suggested me, and that is how 
page 15} they happened to come to my house. 
Q. vVhat time did they come that Sunday after-
noon? 
A. Oh, I would say it was about 5 o'clock. 
Q. Where did you all go that night t 
A. She was supposP.d to he in a play ·at the churc.h that 
night, and she went to the church in Big B~thel. 
Q. Did you,go there with her? 
A. I didn't go in with hP.1". She carried us all out there. 
She ]rnd her car. ·we were P.11 together. · 
Q. Was she in the play that night Y 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. "Where did you all wait for her Y 
A. Well, I went inside ar.d saw the play. 
Q. What time did you leave the church! 
A. I suppose· aibout 9 :30 or 10 o 1clock, because the play 
wa.s late '!?,"etti.ng started. 
Q. W:tier·e did you g·o tl1en, Studivent f 
.A.. We came back to Newport News. 
Q·. Vlho was coming thE-n·? 
A. Td1e four of us. 
Q. What time did you.get b'a~k. to Newport News that night! 
A. I imagine it would take about~ going that direction in 
a roundabout way, I imagine it would take about forty-five 
minutes to get back, so it mnst haYe been about 
page 16 ~ ten or ten ,fifteen. 
Q. What time did you leave Helen Williamson 
that night Y . 
A. I imagine it was around 12' o '~lock. 
Q. Were you four together all that time? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did Helen Jordan Williamson go that night f 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Where did they leave yon out Y 
A. Chestnut Avenue. 
Q. Who got out with you? 
A. Raymond got out with me. 
Q. Where did the girls goY 
A. They are supposed to have gone back to Eleanor's house. 
Q. Whereabouts does Eleanor liveY 
A. She. lives in Hampton. 
Q. Whereabouts in Hampton °l 
A. I don't know. 
Q. When is the next time you saw Helen Jordan William-
son, Studivent Y 
A. The following evening. 
Q. What time did yon see her Y . 
A. I would say it was about 6 o'clock or 5 :30, about 5 :30 
or 6 o'clock. 
Q. You say 5 :30 or 6 o'clockY 
page 17 } A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did yon see her f 
A. She came to my house. 
Q .. Who was with you when she came to your house? 
A. Who· was with met 
Q. Who was with her Y 
Hugh R. Williamson v. Commonwealth of Virginia 27 
Obie Studivent (Colored). 
A. She had a. lady in there and two children. 
Q. Do you know who the lady was that was with Helen J or-
dan Williamson Y 
A. Not until I was told. 
Q. Well, when were you told? 
A. When I got to the parlor. 
Q. What did she tell you her name was Y 
A. I don't remember the last name. 
Q. Where did you go after you left your house? 
A. We parked on Jefferson A venue, between 24th and 25th 
Streets. 
Q. Who parked there? 
A. Helen parked the car there. 
Q. Who was in the car with you at that time? 
A. The !adv and two children. · 
Q. What were you parking· for, Stuc:livent? 
A. She told me she was supposed to pick up a relative of 
hers. 
Q. Did you pick up anybody there? 
A. The lady, yes. 
page 18 ~ Q. Whom did you pick up? 
A. A fell ow by the name of Frank. 
Q. ·what relation was Frank to the lady who was in the 
car with you T 
A. That I don't know. 
Q. How .long did you wait there for Frank? 
A. I would say it was about :fifteen minutes. 
Q. Fifteen minutes? 
A. Just about that. 
Q. Where did you go after Frank did come? 
A. We went on our way up to Big Bethel after that. 
Q. Where did you first stop? 
A. The first stop Y 
Q. Yes, where did you first stop? 
A. After Frank was in the car, or before, 
Q. After Frank was in the car? 
A. We stop·ped ,on the corner of 35th Street and Chestnut 
Avenue. 
Q. Did anybody get out there? 
A. Yes, sir . 
. Q. Who got out? 
A. The lady got out of the car. 
Q. Which lady was that? 
A. This lady that I was introduced to as a relative. 
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Q. Where was it that you stopped, 31st Streett 
page 19 ~ A. 35th Street. 
Q. What she do stopping there! 
A. She got some groceries. 
Q. Did she get back in the car Y 
A. Yes, sir . 
. Q. Where did you all go from there Y 
A. To Big· Bethel. . 
Q. Where was the next stop you made Y 
A. I don't believe there was any more stops until we got to 
the place she and her husband were living. 
Q. Who do you mean, the lady and her husband, or who f 
A. This lady that I was introduced to. 
Mr. Kearney: We object to that as leading. 
By Mr. Hope: . 
Q. Well, whose house did you stop at that night? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Did anybody get out Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who got ouU · 
A. Frank and his wife got out of the car, and the two 
children. 
Q. Whose house did they stop at, do you knowY 
A. No. 
Q. Where did you go after .that? . 
A. Just went for a little ride a little ways, and 
page 20 ~ as I neared the store she asked me if I cared for 
anything. I told her no, then I take a second 
thought, I said, "I am a little thirsty, I think I will drink 
a soda", and asked her if she would join me, and she said 
yes, and I ordered two, and at that time we were at the store. 
(~. How far is it from the store to where Frank Henry and 
Mary got out Y 
A. I don't know, I don't think it was over two or three 
minutes' drive anyway. _ 
Q. Whose store did you go to, Studivent Y 
A·. I don't know. I learned since then. 
Q. Whereabouts did you parkY 
A. Right in front of the store. 
Q. Were there any lights around there Y 
A. The store lights. 
Q. Who was driving the car at that time when you stopped 
there? 
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A. Helen was driving. 
Q. Where were you sitting? 
A. I was sitting in the front seat. 
Q. How close to the store were you parked, Studivent Y 
A. We were on the road, and the store was· setting right 
across from me .. 
Q. How far from the car to the store were you T · 
A. I imagine about as far as from here to those 
page 21 }- hats on the rack. 
Mr. Kearney: We agree that that is about 20 feet. 
By Mr. Hope: · 
Q. How close to the porch were you of the store, Studivent? 
A. I think about as far as from here to-
Q. What is that? 
A. To the best of my memory I think it was about as far· 
as from where I am here-
Q. To the box? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. "Which way were you facing at that time, Studivent, 
which way was the car facing? 
A. We were still in the same direction, still traveling tl1is 
way {indicating). 
Q. How long had you all been sitting there before William-
son came up7 
A. It didn't take him long. I don't know. I don't think 
we had been sitting there over three or four minu.tes, maybe 
five. 
Q. Were there many people aro_und the store there? 
A. This man didn't buy any sodas. I recall seeing several 
little boys sitting on the steps of the store, the porch. 
Q. How long were you sitting there before Wil-
page · 22 ~ Hamson came up there Y , 
A. From three to five minutes. 
Q. What did you buy when you went to Mitchell's store? 
A. I wasn't in there. 
Q. I mean while you were there Y 
A. A couple of orange sodas. 
Q. Do you know who served you Y 
A. She recognized one of those little boys sitting on the 
porch and called him, and I gave him the money for the two 
orange sodas, and he bought them. 
Q. Were those boys around the whole time you were there Y 
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A. As far as I know. , 
Q. Tell us ·what happened when Williamson stopped and 
what happened when he came up there Y 
A. Just as I had finished my soda I noticed a. car driving 
up, and it pulle'd up just ahead of the car I was in, so they 
h~d just recognized it, and then he stopped, and I noticed 
this fell ow Frank getting out, and I smiled, I laughed be-
cause I tJ:\ought maybe he took it for granted we wasn't going 
to pick him up, and take him. back to Newport News, and as 
I went to look on the other side to see who was getting out 
over there I saw this fellow Hugh, and when I saw him, just 
as I saw him I saw the gun, he was at the window of the car, 
he had already come ~round, he had come from hif:; 
page 23 } car over to the car I was in, and I saw the gun, 
and when I saw this gun I instinctively jumped to 
the floor of the car, and when I jumped to the floor of the car 
I received-I felt a thump, a stinging sensation, and I im-
mediately tried to get out of the ca1·, and I think I stumbled, 
~nd I ran up the highway. 
Q. ,¥hereabouts up the highway did you nm 1 
A. Straight up the highway. 
Q. How iarY 
A. I really don't know how fa.r it was. 
Q. Was there anybody behind you Y 
A. Yes, he was behind me. 
Q. What was he saying to you when you were running up 
thereY · 
A. I don't think he was saying anything. I never heard 
him say anything. 
Q. Where else did you go Y 
A. I ran. I stopped at the first house I saw ladies on 
it .a:way from the car~ 
Q. Did you go into a house? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q~ What did you do when you went in there? 
A. I just ran in there and tried to get a place to hide. 
Q. How long did you stay in there, Studivent t 
_/\.. To tell you the truth, I couldn't tell, I really 
page 24 ~ couldn't. 
Q. Did you see Williamson while you were in 
there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you see him! 
A. At the window. 
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Q. You saw him at the window there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he have anything· in his hands at that time? 
A. Yes; sir. · 
Q. What did he have! 
A. I saw a gun. 
Q. When did you leave there, Studivent Y 
A. Not until tlie fellow of the house said that he would take 
me to the hospital. . 
Q. How many times were you shot? 
A. I still don't know. I have six holes in my arm. 
Q. Well, point out to the jury where you were shot on your 
-body; just point it out superficially, as far as that goes. 
A. (Indicating) One here, there, there, here, here and here, 
and the doctor said-
The Court: Do not tell what the doctor said. 
Mr. Hope: Just tell what you know of your own knowledge, 
that is what I want. 
page 25 ~ By Mr. Hope: 
Q. How far did this car that parked wit4 Wil-
liamson in, park in front of you all? 
A. I don't get your question. 
Q. How far ahead was this ·car that Williamson was in, that 
stopped in front of you? , . 
A. Well, it wasn't over six feet. He recognized us. It 
looked like it just stopped in just a. few feet ahead, right in 
front. 
Q. Was it directly in front of you? 
A. No, it didn't stop off directly in front. It was still off 
to the side, but in front of me, that's all, just a few feet, very 
close. r 
. Q. Where were you going after you had stopped in 
Mitchell's store if this alleged mishap hadn't occurred¥ 
A. I was supposed to come back to Newport News to the 
movies, the Jarvis Club, at the Dixie Theatre. 
Q. Where were you all g·oing to stop? 
A. I was supposed to. Whether she planned to stop or 
not, I don't. know. 
Q. Was there anybody that was ready to come back to town 
with youY 
A. We promised Frank we would take him back. He wanted 
to go back at that time.· 
Q. Who were you going to the show with that night7 
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A. I was supposed to be going alone. I didn't 
page. 26 r know she was coming to my house at all. 
Q. Who was coming to your house? 
A. Helen. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Lawyer Newsome : 
Q. Studivent, how far were you from your home where 
you actually lived when this trouble occurred, how far were 
you from home Y 
A. I was in Big Bethel. 
Q. I know, but how far is that Y You live on 31st Street Y 
A. That is right. 
Q. That is in the City of Newport News Y. 
A. Thi~.t is right. 
Q. And you were at Big Bethel Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How far is it? . 
A. From Newport News? 
Q. Yes. · 
A. I don't }mow. I know Hampton is supposed to be seven 
miles .. I believe it is about seven miles from Newport News. 
Q. Yes¥ 
A. But I never been to Big Bethel before that Sunday when 
I was there. 
page 27 r Q. You were five or six miles at any rate from 
home, is that right? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Probably more than that? 
A. That is right. 
Q. All this time you were with this Mrs. Williamson were 
you ever introduced to her as Miss Jordan Y Did she introduce 
herself to you as Miss Jordan Y 
A. No, the young lady introduced her to me. 
Q. vV ell, was this the :first time you had seen her 7 
A. I met her the dav before. 
Q. Was that the fir .. st time, the day before, that you had 
seen herY , 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You are quite familiar, you refer to her as Helen, you 
were very familiar in those two days, weren't you Y 
A. I don't consider it so. 
Q. How much time does it take for you to embrace a lady, 
to hug a lady, how much time does it take you T 
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A. That is depending. 
Mr. Hope: I object to that, Your Honor. I don't see the 
reason for the question. 
Lawyer Newsome: It ought to be perfectly obviou~ to you. 
Mr. Hope: I think it is irrelevant. 
page 28 }- Lawyer Newsome : In view of what happened, 
I think it is very relevant. 
The ·Court: I have no objection to his answering. 
A. That is depending. 
By Lawyer Newsome: 
Q. Depending? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Upon whaU 
A. Upon the lady. 
Q. Depending upon the lady? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. If the lady is willing, it don't take you as long as it would 
if she isn't willing, is that it 1 
A. No. 
Q. Well, this lady had come to your house and faken you 
out, she had offered you a drink, and you said you believed 
you would share it with her, you would take one Y 
A. She had offered me an orange soda. She asked me i£ 
I wanted anything, and I ordered orange sodas myself. 
Q. She wanted to find out whether you wanted anything, 
and you ordered an orange soda Y 
A. That was because it is probable she wanted some. 
Q. She suggested it to you Y 
A. Yes. 
page 29 r Q. And didn't she suggest your riding up with 
her? Did you ask her to take you around?· 
A. No. 
Q. And she took you around Y 
A. At that time I was on my way to the theatre. I hadn't 
:finished dressing. 
Q. You hadn't finished dressing? 
A. No. 
Q. You got dressed, she waited for you f · 
A. My sister told me there was someone at the door. They 
was outside in the car blowing. 
Q. Blowing! 
A. Yes. 
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Q. .And yon dressed very quickly and went out? 
..A... 1:es, sir. · 
Q. Then did you find Helen, as you call, on the outside f 
A." She was there in the car with the lady and two childre1L 
Q. Did she suggest" where she was going? 
A. She asked what I was doing, and I said I just .got home 
from wokr and was fixing to, go to the movies at the Dixie. 
Q. She came up and blew for you, and asked you what you 
· were doing and all that, and you never had seen her before Y 
A. I see nothing wrong with that. It depends on what sbe 
said and why she said it. She said., ''What are yon 
page 30 r doing·, '' 1 · 
Q. I understand. What I am trying to _get out 
of you is this approach that was made, if approach it is, you 
being practically a stranger to her, weren't you? 
A. Yes, I was. 
Q. 1:ou were practically a stranger to her and you livecl 
, five or six miles away, and she just came in. front of your 
house and blew the horn f 
Mr. Hope : What time are you ref erring to? 
Lawyer Newsome: I am referring to the time she was at 
·his house. 
The Court: Which day are you ref erring to? 
Lawyer Newsome: I am referring to the first day she was 
the;re. 
The Witness:· I was speaking about the second day. 
By Lawyer Newsome: 
Q. Well, now, the first day she came by, ·did she call you 
then? 
A. No. 
Q. How did you happen to go out and get in the car Y 
A. Raymond came in as I was sitting on the back porch 
reading the funny papers. 
Q. Who is Raymond f 
A. Raymond Goodwiri. He was the fellow that was with 
Eleanor at that time. 
page 31 r Q. He was with Eleanor! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The young gir 1 in the car? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He was with Eleanor7 
A. Yes. 
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A. I was supposed to be with Helen, ~Iiss Jordan, yes. 
Q. You were· supposed to be with Miss Jordan? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you were with Miss Jordan that day and the next 
day, the day of the accident you were with her then, did she 
ask ·you out then to go with her Y 
A. I was on my way to the movies, and she asked me, so 
I told her I was going to the movies, and she said, ''Well, I 
am going right up that way, so you might as well go ~th 
me". 
Q. And so you jumped in Y 
A. I did. 
Q. The fact is you got acquainted with her rapidly, right 
intimately, didn't you? · 
.A.. I wouldn't consider so. 
Q. .Altogether, now, tell the jury altogether how long you 
knew this woman before the night of this accident, how lo:µg 
had you known her? 
page 32 ~ A. Since the day before, about 5 o'clock. 
Q. About 5 o'clock the da.y before? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And this familiarity and this driving back and forth 
in an automobile all took place within two days, is that cor-
rect? 
A. Well, I don't consider no whole lot of familiarity, be-
cause I don't speak to no girls unless she is single or with 
friends that I know of. 
Q. I am not speaking about tlu~t. 
A. That is the only familiar. In fact, I trusted Helen, 
if that is what you are speaking about. 
Q. I am speaking about you going around with her at all 
and going five or ten miles from home and not knowing any-
thing about· her; why didn't you get her to the moving pic-
tures? 
A. Why didn't I go to the movies? 
Q. Yes, why didn't you get out there? 
A. She was persistent that I wait ·and let her go back and 
take her relatives, and that she would go with me. 
Q. She wanted to get rid of those relatives before you and 
she stopped to go in the thea.ti·e, and so the ref ore she stopped 
and dropped the ·relatives, and then did you go to the theatre? 
A. No, the accident occurred. 
Q. The accident occurred while you were decid-
page 33 ~ ing w11ether you would go to the theatre. Now, you 
wouldn't hardly tell on a lady, would you, if she was 
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intimate with you or you were intimate with her, would you, 
You wouldn't hardly tell on her, would you Y 
Mr. Hope: I object to any such statement as that. There 
is no evidence of that. 
Lawyer Newsome : I am trying to find out what he would 
do. This is cross examination, and I think I am allowed 
the widest latitude. I just want to know how he feels about 
it. 
Mr. Baker: Suppose you ask him if he would tell the truth 
under oath. 
Mr. Kearney: We object to that and ask that the remark 
of the assistant prosecuting attorney be stricken from the 
record. 
The Court : I didn't hear it. 
Mr. Baker: I addressed the remark to Lawyer Newsome. 
Mr. Kearney: You haven't. any right to address remarks 
to him. 
The Court: I didn't hear it. 
Mr. Baker: I said, "Why don't you ask him if he would 
tell the truth under oath?" 
The Court : That is improper. 
Mr. Kearney: We ask you to instruct the jury 
page 34 ~ to disregard this remark and any other remarks 
that this counsel might make to counsel for the 
defendant. They have no part in this proceeding. 
The Court : Those remarks should not be made so the jury 
will hear them. If counsel wants to speak to the other coun-
sel, he can speak to him in a way that the jury will not hear 
him. What question did you want answered? 
Lawyer Newsome: I asked him would he disclose any in-
timacy between him and the woman, if it ever happened. 
The Court: Let him answer the question. 
The Witness: Am I supposed to answer Y 
Lawyer Newsome: Yes. 
A. If it was necessary, yes. 
By Lawyer Newsome: 
Q. You say you would disclose it on a lady if it were neces-
sary? 
A. You mean here, don't you Y 
Q. Yes. 
A. Or outside, which Y 
Q. Anywhere! 
I 
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A. No. I I 
' 
Q. You would noU 
page 35 } .A. No. 
Q. That is all I want to get from you. Do you 
know a man 1n Newport News by the name of Randall in the 
1100 block 31st Street1 
A. On 31st Street? 
Q. Yes. 
A. I am familiar with his name, but I can't place him. Per-
haps if I saw him I would be glad to. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Have you ever been intimate with Helen Jordan Wil-
liamson! · 
A. Did I ever have a personal favor with her? 
Q. Yes. 
A. No. 
Q. How far did you relationship with her go? 
A. That is all, we went to the church, just as I told you. 
Q. Just tell the jury exactly what. your relation with Helen 
Jordan Williamson was Y 
A. Helen and I went to the church that first Sunday I 
met her to a play, and later we come back to Newport News 
and stayed for I imagine until about 12 o'clock, and later 
she came back to my house the next day, and she had pi~ked 
up her relatives, and we went back to Big Bethel and around 
there, we went to the store, and while I was drink-
page 36 } ing a soda tl1e accident occurred, and that is all 
there was to it. 
RE-CROSS. EX.A....\HN.A.TION. 
By Lawyer Newsome: 
Q. Now, do I understand you to say this woman introduced 
herself to yon not by the name of Williamson Y 
A. She didn't introduce herself at all. 
Q. Who introduced herY 
A. I was introduced by Eleanor. 
Q. And she told you that this woman was-
A. I was introduced by the name of Jordan. 
Q. How long have you known Eleanor? 
A. Eleanor! 
Q. Yes. 
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. A. Oh, I think I have known Eleanor for about at least 
six or seven years .. 
Q. Sh: or seven years f 
A. Yes. 
Q. But yo)l didn't go out that night with her 1 
A. Which night! · 
Q. You didn't go out with Eleanor°l 
A. Which nighU 
Q. Either of those nights we are talking aboutY 
A. Eleanor was in the car at- the time we were introduced 
. the first night, yes. . 
page 37 ~ Q. But she had Raymond! 
A. Eleanor? 
Q. Yes. 
A. Yes, she had Raymond with him. 
Q. So the other girl had no' company but you, is that right¥ 
A. Eleanor brought this other girl for me. 
Q. Eleanor brought this other girl for you 1 
A. · 'J.1-0 meet me, yes. · 
Q. Where did you go after church T 
A. We came back to N ewpprt News. 
Q. And where in Newport News Y 
A. We stopped on the corner of 25th Street. 
·Q. Did you go any place in Newport Newsf 
A. We were supposed to go in the Democratic Club. 
Q. You were supposed to go in the Democratic Club T 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you go there? 
A .. No. 
Q. Where did you go Y 
A. Wait a minute. Yes, we did, too. , 
Q. You went into, the Democratic Club! 
A. Yes. 
Q. Wh~t did you do there? 
A. I am trying to think. I can't think. Anyway we had a 
GOuple of drinks, just what I ordered I don't re-
page 38 ~ member. . 
Q. What kind of drinks? 
.A. I think it was alcohol. 
Q. You had some alcol1ol or whiskey up there, you and this 
gir 1, didn't you Y 
A. I just told you I wasn't sure what I ordered. 
Q. You are not sure you took anyf 
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I 
really don't know, but I do know we weren't in there very 
long., 
Q. Where did you go then Y 
A. I came back to the car. We all came back in the car. 
Q. From where Y After you left the Democratic Club, you 
say you all .got in the car Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then where did you go Y 
A. We came back to Chestnut A venue. 
Q. Did you stop anywhere on Chestnut Avenue 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you stop? 
A. The corner of 31st Street. 
Q. What for? 
A. For Raymond and I to get out of the car. 
Q. That was the first night you saw herY 
A. Y:es, sir. 
page 39 ~ · Q. Well, how long were you out altogether that 
night? 
A. It was I imagine about 12 o'clock. 
Q. 12 o'clock? 
A. Just about. 
Q. Were you in the car most of the time Y 
A. Yes, until between the time-while we were in the church 
and then at the club, otherwise we were in the car. 
Q. You are a single man, are you Y 
A. Yes, sh:. 
PHILIP LOVETT (Colored), 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth, testified as follows : 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. What is your name? 
A. Philip Lovett. 
Q. Where do you live, Lovett Y 
A. 239-
Q. How far from Mitchell's store do you live Y 
A. The second house from Mitchell's store. 
Q. How long· have you lived there Y ; 
A. Eight years. 
Q. How often do you go up to Mitchell's store? 
A. I go up there most every day. 
page 40 ~ Q. Do you go up there at nighttime? 
A. Sometimes. 
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Q. How often do you go there at night! 
A. I go up there two or three times a week. 
Q. Lovett, were you up there at Mitchell's store on the 
nig·ht of June 30th, of this year, when the shooting took 
p~ace? 
A. Yes, sir, I was. 
Q. How long· had you been up there when Helen William-
son drove up in a car Y 
A. I had been up there about fifteen minutes before they 
drove up. 
Q. Who was in the car with her, Lovett? 
A. There was a man in there, but I just didn't know him. 
Q. How long have you known Helen Williamson? 
A. Ever since I can remember. 
Q. Whereabouts did they park in front of Mitchell's store¥ 
A. They parked at the left end of the store. 
Q. What do you mean by the left end of the store? 
A. The store stands this way (indicating). They were 
parked on this end of the porch, about 10 feet from _the 
porch. . 
pag·e 41 r Q. Who else was there with you at that timef 
A. Robert Lovett, Thomas Randall and Stanley 
Lovett. 
Q. "\Vas there any lig·ht a.round the store therei 
A. Yes, sir, there were. 
Q. What light have they got there? 
A. They have a lig·ht in the top of the porch and one at 
the gas tank. 
Q. What kind of light have they got ovar the gas tank? 
A. He got a big globe over the top, a Shell gas tank, a 
big globe over the top. · 
Q. How far was this automobile from that g.ld,be that 
nio·ht? · 0 • 
A. It was about three feet or somethmg, three or four feet 
from the g·as tank. 
Q. You say the car was about 10 feet from the porch, or 
from the store? 
A. From the side of the porch. 
Q. Which way was it facing when they parke1d? 
A. This way (indicating). The back of the car was about 
three or four feet from the gas station. 
Q. Talk to these gentlemen so they can hear you. , 
A. The back of the car was about three or four feet from 
the gas tank. 
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Q. How far were you from Helen Willia,mson and who-
ever was in the car Y 
page 42 r A. I was about as far as from here to about 
where tJley are seated (indicating the jury box). 
Q. .About where? 
A. They are seated. 
Q. ·where they are seated, which means any one of the 
men? 
.A. This man here (indicating). 
Q. Which one. do you mean Y 
A. Right here (indicating). · 
Q. Did you stay on the porch the whole time that Helen 
Williamson was in the automobile Y 
A. I stayed there until the shooting. I didn't stay there 
until all the shooting occurred. 
Q. Did you stay there from the time she came there until 
the shooting occurred Y 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long was that a.pproxiruately, 
A. About ten or fifteen minutes. -
Q. What did Helen ·w1Iliarnson and. this man do while 
they ,vere parked there! 
A. They were drinking. They drank some orange soda 
just before the shooting occurred. 
Q. Did you see them just bcf ore the shooting? 
A. Yes, sir, I seen them. . 
Q. Did you see this man embrace her at any 
page 43 r time Y 
A. No, sir, I didn't. 
Q. Now, tell the jury just what- occurred when the shoot-
ing began, tell it in your own words 7 
A. I was standing on. the porch and a car came up and 
stopped about two or three-about :fiye feet in front of Helen 
on the hig·hway almost in the middle of the road. A man got 
out of the car on the left-hand side and came back around 
back of the car and came over to Helen Williamson's car and 
started shooting· in the window on the driver's side. 
Q. Did you know who it was at that time? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see any gun in his hand Y 
.A. Yes, sir, I did. 
Q. Did he make any remarks or· say anything before he 
shot? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know how many times he shot T 
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A. No, sir, I couldn't tell you . 
. Q. Tell the jury exactly how he shot? 
~- Well, he walke¢l up to the car and just put the gun al-
most in 'the· car, just on the edge, and· started shooting. He 
didn't say a~ything. . · 
Q. Did you see where Studivent went or what happened 
to Helen! 
A. No, sir, 'I .didn't, because when he first started 
page 44 r shooting I ran. I didn't see any more. That is 
all I saw. 
Q. You saw him point the pistol and fire Y 
A. Yes, I was there when the first shot was fired. When 
he commenced firing I ran. 
Q. Where did you go? 
A. I went into the next door. 
Q. How long did you stay there Y 
A. I stayed there until after Mr. Williamson had left, and 
I came back. 
Q. If Hugh Williamson had said anything to her could 
you have heard it, 
A. If he had said something to :Mrs. Williamson T 
Q! Yes. 
A. Sure I could have heard it. I was standing close enough. 
Q. Row were they sitting when the shooting took place, 
do you recall Y .How, were Studi~ent and Helen Williamson 
sitting¥ . 
A.. I couldn't tel] you that. Sh,~ w::.g under the steering 
wheel, I know. He was on the other side. 
Q. Did you see them embracing .at any time there, Lovett! 
A.' No, I didn't. . 
Q. What relation are you to Helen Williamson Y 
A. Second cousin. · 
page 45 r Q. What kin is Stanley Lovett to you Y 
A. He is my brother. 
Q. The same relation Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And Robert Lovett? 
A. He is my first cousin. 
Q. He is your first cousin? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The fact that you are kin to the deceased, Helen Wil-
liamson, does that in any way alter, add to or detract from 
your testimony? 
A. No, sir, I am telling you the truth. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION.1 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. How old are you, Lo:v.:ett? 
A. Eighteen. 
Q. ·Where were you working at that time? 
A. I was just working with my uncle. 
Q. Who is your uncle? 
A. Louis Lovett. 
Q. Louis Lovett? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. lN ow, you had gone down to the store about what time Y 
A. About-I would say about half past seven. 
Q. And what time did this trouble occur? 
pag·e 46 r A. It occurred about around 8 o'clock. 
Q. Was it dark enough to have lights on? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Dark, was it 7 
A. Yes, sir, just about. . 
Q. What end of the store front were you standing in front 
on 
A. I was on the left end of the store. 
Q. The left end going in¥ 
A. Going this way (indicating). 
Q. How does the road run there Y 
A. It runs like this ( in die a ting). 
Q. Does it run east and west or ·north and south Y 
A. It runs north and south. 
Q. It runs ~orth and south Y. 
A. Yes, sir. 




A. Yes, sir. 
Q. South of Mitchell's store 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you were on the south end of the porch¥ 
.A. Yes, sir. 
page 47 ~ Q. Well, now, the south end of the porch, that 
is in front of the porch, isn't it Y 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does Mr. Mitchell have a ga.rage there that he keeps 
his automobile in, on that end 7 
. A. Away from the porch. 
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Q. It is right up e"£:en with the £ront end of his store, isn't 
iU . 
A. No, sir, the garage is about 50 yards from the porch. 
Q. And it sets back in the yard Y 
A. No, sir, south. 
Q. South? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Hope: He says south. Which way do you mean is 
south Y I want to get it straight here. 
The Witness: The road runs north and south. 
By Mr. Hope : 
Q. Which way is Big Bethel from itt· 
A. It is south from it, south from Mitchell 1s store. 
Q_. Point with your hand which way it is from Mitchell's 
store? 
A. Back there (indicating). 
By the Court: , 
Q. What direction does the store face? I just ask for my 
01,vn information. 
page 48 ~ A. ·The store faces .west. 
l\fr. Kearney: I thought Big Bethel was north from there. 
l\~r. Hope: That is just what my idea was, too. 
The Court: I would have thought so, too, but I am not 
sure. 
The Witness : It is north. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. What? 
A. It is north. 
Q. North? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You were at the north end of the porch Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is the side towards Big Bethel Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, bow far were you from the door that goes into 
Mr. Mitchell's store1 · 
A. I was about 10 feet, I think. 
Q. Well, now, were you standing down on the ground or 
wei'e yon standing· up on the porch? 
A. I was standing up on the porch. 
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Q. How high is the porch? 
A. It is about that high from the ground, I _guess (indi-
. eating·). 
pag·e 49 ~ Q. I don't know whether you are indicating from 
where you are sitting to that arm chair here on the 
floor. Show me-how far it is from the floorY 
A. About like that (indicating). 
Q. That would be about two and a half feet? 
A. ,Something like that. 
Q. Then the porch is about two and a half feet above the 
ground, is that rig·h t? 
.l\ .. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you were down at the north end? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And who was down there with you Y 
A. l\Ie and Robert Lovett was standing there together. 
Q. When this automobile drove up there with your cousin, 
Helen Williamson, and this man in there, you were not curi-
ous about who was in the car, were you? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. And you didn't make any effort to see who was in there, 
did you? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. And you didn't make any effort to :::t?e ~hat i:ltey were 
doing· after they drove up there, did you? 
A. I could see them all the time. 
Q. I say did yon malrn any effort to see what they were 
doing after they drove up there? 
pag·e 50 ~ A. No, sir. 
Q. You dicln 't have any interest in that car? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. And you didn't notice what they were doing in there, 
is that right? 
A. The whole time I was standing up there I could see 
what was in the car. -
Q. You were standing up on an elevation, is that right? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you were looking down 1 · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You had to look down to see in there? 
A. I was standing right at the hood of the car. I could 
look right in the windshield. 
Q. Right at the hood? · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. They hadn't gotten then past the porch, had they f 
46 . Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
Philip Lo·vett ( Colore(l). 
A.N~ ~~ . 
Q. Did they .park parallel,· sidewise to Mr. Mitchell's store! 
A. The rig·ht side. . 
Q. Or did they run the car in there Y 
A. The right side. 
Q. Sidewise f . 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 51 t Q. Did either one of them get out of the car 
after they got there f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did either one of them call anybody to the car after 
they got there Y 
. A. They called my brother and sent him to the store for 
two drinks of sod.a. · 
Q. WhoY 
A. My little brother. 1 • 
Q. Who sent him to the store after drinks, who gave him 
the money to go in there Y 
A. I don't know. He went in there. 
Q. Who did he give them to when he came back! 
A. Who did he bring the sodas to Y 
Q. Yes. 
A. !He went I think it was on the right-hand side and handed 
the sodas in. 
Q .. Was it _the left or right side? 
A. The rig·ht-hand side of the car. 
Q. Who did he · give them to? 
A. He reached them in the window. I don't know which 
one he gave them to. 
Q. Then you didn't pay any further attention as to what 
went on in the car after that, did you Y · 
A. No, sir. 
page 52 t Q. You say you paid no particular attention Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q .. You say they were parked about 10. feet from the edge 
1 of the porch 7 · 
A. Just about. 
Q. About 10 feet from the edge of the porch? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And down from the north end of the porch? 
A .. Yes, sir. 
Q. iN ow, :what sort of a building is there in front of where 
they were parked, is that part of the store 1 
A. Where I was standing aU 
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Q. Where they were parked in front of ~t, they were in 
front of tlie store, weren't they? 
A. That is part of the store. 
Q. Had they gotten past the gns tank t 
A. Yes, just a little bit past the gas tank. 
Q. What does M:r. Mitchell use that part of the store build-
ing for, the north part? 
A. A store room. 
Q. So there are no lights in front of that! 
A. No, sir, no windows. There is just a light on the porch. 
Q. That used to be a garage, it has a big double door that 
closes? 
page 53 ~ A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And there are no lig·hts at that particular . 
place, are there 7 
A. No, sir, not right there. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Where is the light on the porch that you are referring 
tot 
A. It was almost in the middle of the porch, the light in 
the top, the lig·ht at the gas tank. 
Q. Could you see inside of the car from where you were Y 
A. Yes, sir, I could see the people in the car from the 
light on the gas tank. 
Q. How big a light is that from the g·as tank, you tell the 
jury? 
A. How big is the light? 
Q'. Yes. 
A. It is about that round, about like that (indicating). 
The Court: Gentlemen of the jury, we will now take a re-
cess until 2 o'clock. The law requires that you be kept to-
gether, and I want to say to you that you will be 
page 54 ~ in the custody of the Sheriff, if any of you want 
to send messages to your homes or your places of 
business the Sheriff will see that it is done for you, and 'I 
caution you while you are out not to discuss tl1is case in 
any manner with anyone. 
Recess until 2 o'clock P. M. 
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ROBERT LOVETT (Colored), 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth, ~estified as follows : 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Your name is Robert Lovett? 
.A.. "Y"es, sit. . 
Q·. Where do you liveY 
A. Big Bethel. 
Q. How far do you live from J. C. Mitchell's store'l 
A. I don't live very far from Mitchell's store. 
Q. How far do you live from Mitchell's store·t 
A. A couple of houses. 
page 55 ~ Q. How old are you, Robert Y-
A. Twenty. . 
Q. Do you go to Mr. J. C. Mitchell's store frequentlyY 
A. Yes, sir. -
Q. How often do you go th~re t . 
· A. Every night. 
Q. Were you there on the night of the 30th of June when 
'the shooting took place? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long· had Y?U been tl1ero ! 
A. About fifteen mmutes. 
Q. Did you see the car in which Helen Williamson and 
Studivent were, ·drive up? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long had they been there before the shooting took 
place? 
A. They had been there about fifteen minutes, I reckon. 
Q. Where were you standing, or where were you when this 
shooting did take place Y 
A. On the porch. . 
Q. Which end of the porch were you on 7 
A. On the upper end. 
Q. Well, just what do you mean by the upper encl Y 
A. The north end. 
Q. The north end, is that what you ref er to Y 
A. Yes, sir. · 
page 56 } Q. How close was this car to the porch? 
A. It was about-I reckon about a couple of feet 
from the porch. 
Q. Can you point out about how far it wasY 
A. About the length of this from the porch (indicating). 
Q. Did you s_ee Williamson's car come, up there that night? 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see anybody get out of that earl 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did Williamson doY 
A. Well, I didn't see him-I didn't see nothing he done. .All 
I heard was the shooting going on. 
Q. Were you standing in front of the car when the shooting 
went on, or beside the car, Helen Williamson's car7 
A. The side of the cart 
Q. You say you were standing on the north end of the 
porch! 
A. On the side. 
Q. Did you see anybody come up to her carY Did you see 
Williamson come up there f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you see anybody at all come there Y 
A. No, sir. 
page 57 } Q. Did you see anybody get out of Williamson's 
cart 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who did you see get out of there 7 
A. Williamson got out. . 
Q. What did he do after he got outt 
A. He must have did the shooting when he got out. 
Mr. Kearney: I object to the answer and ask that it be 
stricken out. 
The Court: That is not evidence. Tell what·you saw. 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Tell exactly what you saw there, Lovett? 
Mr. Kearney: If he saw it. 
The Court: He can tell what he saw. I am not going to let 
him tell what he did not see. 
].\fr. Kearney: That is what he attempted to do just then. 
The Court: I instruct the j'qry that it was improper and 
he had 110 right to do it. Now, I say to him to tell what he· saw. -
That was the question addressed to him. 
. A. Well, he got out of the car.. When I heard the shooting 
going on, I looked around and seen the light from the gun. 
Helen jumped out of her car and ran into Mitchell's store: 
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Hugh runs out from the back of the car and runs 
- page 58 ~ down the road behind this other boy, and I ran out 
in the road, and Hugh comes back down the road 
with the gu:p. in his hand.· He asked me did he shoot Helen, 
and I told 'him I don't know. He goes, in tl1e store and he 
comes back out of the store and tells me he didn't mean to kill 
Helen, and he asked Frank was he going home, and Frank 
told him yes, and Frank got in the car and went oif. That 
is all I know about it. 
By !fr. Hope= 
Q. I believe you are a second cousin to Helen Williamson t 
A. That is right .. 
Q. The fact that you are a relative of hers wouldn't make 
you alter your testimony any way whatsoever, would itY 
Mr. Kearney: I object to that question as being leading. 
The Court: I will sustain the objection. 
Mr. Hope: I will withdraw the question, Your Honor. 
By Mr. Hope: . 
Q.' Did you see Helen Williamson and the man in the auto-
mobile with her embrace at any time Y 
A. No, no more that night. 
Q. I asked you did you see them embrace at any time Y 
What is your answer! 
A. (Not answered.) 
Q. I ask yon did you see them hug each other 
page 59 ~ in the car 7 
A. No, sir. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Lawyer Newsome: 
Q. You go up to the store very frequently, you say f· 
A. Every night. ' 
Q. Y (?U just go up there to socialize with the boys T 
A: Yes, sir. 
Q. You were not expecting any1 bing on this particular night 
unusual, were yon f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. And so you were paying no particular attention to any-
thing Y 
A. No, sir. 
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Q. You don't pay particular attention, you don't watch the 
cars that come in, or what the people are doing, do you? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Quite a few cars come there, I suppose t 
A. Yes, sir, quite a few come up there. 
Q. And this was what time of night? 
A. It was around about 8 o'clock, I reckon, I don't know 
exactly. 
Q. This was your first cousin f 
A. Second cousin. 
page 60 ~ Q. How far did she live from you 1 
A. I don't live so awful far from her. 
Q. But they lived there together t 
A. He lived with her. 
Q. Do you know where she was on the night of the shooting 
prior to that time, do you know where she went Y 
A. No, sir, I couldn't tell you where she went that night. 
Q. You know she didn't have Williamson with her? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You know there was some man in the car when you saw 
it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And he got out and ran f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you do know that he said, '' I didn't mean to kill 
Helen"? , · 
A. Yes, when he come out of the store. When he went in 
he asked me did he kill Helen, and when he come out of the 
store he said, '' I didn't mean to kill Helen''. 
Q. How many times did you see Studivent before this¥ 
A. That was the first night I had ever seen Studivent. 
Q. Were you at church the night before Y 
A. No, sir. 
page 61 ~ WILLIAM THOMAS RANDALL (Colored), 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth, testified as 
follows: 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Your name is Tom Randall? 
A. Yes, William Thomas Randall. 
Q. Where do you live? 
A. Elizabeth City County. . 
Q. How far from Mr. J. C. Mitchell's store do you live? 
A. About a quarter of a mile. 
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Q. Do you go up to bis store Y 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. How of ten do you go up to ~is store Y 
A. I goes up almost every evemng. 
Q. Were you up there on the evening of June 30th when this 
shooting took place up there f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long· had you been there before Helen Williamson 
came up¥ · 
A. I don't exactly know the exact time. 
Q. Had you been there for some time Y 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Where were you standing during this time, Randall Y 
A. I was not standing, I was sitting down on the porch. 
Q. How close was t]:elen Williamson's car to the porch Y 
A. I would say it was six feet. 
Q. What part of the porch were you onf 
page 62 ~ A. The part going toward the reservoir. 
: Q. That is the upper end of the porch f 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Did you see I Hugh Williamson when he drove up in his 
cart 
A. Yes, sir, I seen the ·cardwhen he came up. 
Q. How far ahead of Helen Williamson's car did he stop¥ 
A. I would say just about four feet ahead of her car. 
Q. What did he do after that, after he stopped T 
A. I didn't see. notl1ing but get out and go to the car. 
Q. Wl;iat did he do when he got to the car f 
A. I heard the shot and I went on. 
Q. Were you looking at that time f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Tell the jury just exactly what you saw Williamson doY 
A. Well, I heard the g'Un, and when the gun went off I ran, 
and that's all I seen of it. -
Q. Did you see llim fire that gun at any timef 
A. I just seen him raise his gun, the g~n went off, and I 
ran. 
Q. Did you see the gun when it went off? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you see any fire Y 
page 63 ~ A. No, sir. 
Q. Where was he when this gun went o:ff Y 
A. It looked like to me he was standing in front of the 
window. 
Q. What do you mean by in front of the window.f 
· Hugh R. Williamson. v. Co;1llmomvcalth of Virginia · 53 
Will~am Thomas Randall (Colored). 
A. Ou the side the driver was on. 
Q. What d1d you see after the shooting f 
A. I ran. 
Q. Where did you run to Y 
A. To Frank's. Q.' Could you see inside the car from where you were sit- , 
~' . 
A. I couldn't exactly see inside, because I was sitting down. 
Q. Well, could you see Helen 1Villiamson and a man that 
was in the car with her? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. From where you were sitting? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Randall, did you see Helen Williamson and this man at 
any time hug or embrace each other Y 
A. No, sir. · 
·cROSS EXAl\UNATION. 
Bv Mr. Kearnev: 
"Q. How old are you, Randall! 
A.. ,Nineteen. 
page 64 } Q. How :far do you live :from whei·e Helen Wil-
liamson lives Y · 
A. How far do I live from Helen's f 
Q. Yes. 
A. I don't know exactly. 
Q. How many houses are there between your house and 
where she lives Y 
A. She is the second house from my. house, going down the· 
road. 
Q. Does she live the second house from your house 1 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. How long did you say you had been up at 'Mr. Mitchell 'a 
store on this night? 
A. I don't know exactly how long I had been there. 
Q. Was it dark when you got there Y 
A .. No, sir, it wasn't quite dark when I got there. 
Q. Did the automobiles have lights on Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did Mr. Mitchell have the lights on in the store! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who else was sitting there besides youY 
A. One or two other boys. 
Q. Were you standing up or ~itting down on the porch Y 
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A. All of us were sitting down on the porch. 
Q. All of yon were sitting down 7 
page· 65 } A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And this car of Helen Williamson's drove up 
and there was a man in there with her! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who was the man, do you know! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You didn't know his name Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know it now j 
A. No, sir, I don't know it now. 
Q. How long· had their car been theref 
· A. Which one Y · 
Q. Helen Williamson's Y 
A. About fifteen minutes. 
Q. Had· either one of them gotten out of the car tlien T 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you see what they were doing in the carf 
A. No, sir. 
Q. And you didn't pay any attention to what was going on f 
A. Yes,. that is right. 
· Q. I say you didn't pay any attention to wl1at was going on 
in the car? 
A. No, sir, I didn't. 
page 66} STANLEY LOVETT (Colored), 
· sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth, testified as 
follows: 
By Mr. Hope:. . 
Q. Your name is Stanley Lovett f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You talk so the gentlemen over there can hear you. How 
far do you live from Mr. Mitchell's store Y 
· A. The second house. 
Q. The second house! 
A. Yes, sir, before you get to the store. 
Q. Do you go down to Mr. Mitchell's store very often? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How often do you go down there? 
A. Most every day. 
Q. Most every dayY 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Stanley, were you down there on the night this s;Iiooting 
took plac.e Y 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long had you been down there before Helen Wil-
liamson came up in her car 7 
.A. .A.bout a half an hour. 
Q . .A.bout a half. houri 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did she have anybody with her? 
page 67 } A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know whether they ordered anything 
from Mr. Mitchell's store or not Y -
.A. She ordered, she told me to get two -bottles of soda, 
and I went in the store and got them for her. 
The Court: Don't be afraid. Talk up. These gentlemen 
have to hear you. 
The Witness: She told me to buy two bottles of soda, and 
I bought them, and after she got through drinking I took 
the bottles in the store. · · 
By the Court : 
Q. You went and got two bottles? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. .And then you took the two bottles back, is that what 
you said? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When they had finished with them Y 
.A. Yes, sir, I took the two bottles back in the store, and 
when I came back she was pnshing down on the starter, and 
a.bout this time he rode up in a car and she pushed on the 
starter again, and that is the time I heard the shooting aud 
I ran. 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Did you see Hugh Williamson's car come up there sud:. 
denly? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
page 68 ~ Q .. Did you see Hugh Williamson at any time! 
A. That night? 
Q. Yes. 
A. Yes, I saw him. 
Q. Did you see him get out of that cart 
A. -Did I see him get out of that car? 
Q. Yes. 
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A. I saw him running. 
Q. Wh~re was he running when you saw him y 
A. From the car. 
Q. From what car, his carY 
A. His car. 
Q. Where did he run. to? 
A. He ran to Helen's car. 
Q. To Helen's car? 
A. He ran to Helen's car, yes, sir. 
Q. What did he do when he g·ot to Helen's car Y 
A. When he ran to the car I heard the shooting going on. 
Q. Did you see· him shoot? . 
A. I heard shooting going on. I didn't know it was him. 
Q. Yon didn't know it was him? 
A. I didn't know it was him when he rolled up. 
Q. Did you know it was he who ran over to the 
page 69 } car Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What did this man do after he did run over to the car Y 
· A. I heard something going off, I thought it was a cap 
pistol or some sort of thing, and that's the time the other 
boys started to run, and I 1·an, too. 
Q. Did you see this man, what he did when he came over 
to the car, Stanley! 
A. I saw him run to the car, and that is all I saw. 
Q. Did he have anything in his hand? 
A. I didn't see it. 
Q. Did he start to shoot just as soon as he got there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you go after the shooting was over with? 
A. I ran up to the next door, the next house. I went on over 
there. 
Q. How many times did you go to Helen's car that night, 
Stanley? 
A. I went to carry the soda and went to get the bottles. 
Q. Did you ever see this man who was in tl1e car there hug 
· her at any timeY 
A. No, sir~ 
CROSS EXA;MINATION. 
By Lawyer·Newsome: . 
Q. How long was it after you carried the·bottles 
page 70 } back to the store before somebody came up? 
A. Before he came upY · 
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· Stanley Lovett ( Color_ed). 
Q. You took some bottles in the store? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. They ordered something! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who ordered it! 
A. She told nie to get the soda first. 
Q. She told you to get the soda first, and then what T 
· A. And then after she got through drinking she told me to 
take the bottles in the store, and when I came back I heard 
the starter. 
Q. · When you came back you say yon heard her start the 
cart 
A. Yes,· she was trying to start the car. 
Q. She was trying to start the car when you got back Y 
A. ·Yes, sir. · 
Q. What do you mean by trying to start it? 
A. She was mashing on the starter. 
Q. She mashed on the starter Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Wbere· was the man that was with her then! 
.A. He was in there. 
Q. He was in the car T 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 71} Q. Now, when you went into the store you left 
the man and woman in the car, did you T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you don't know what they were doing while you 
were in the store, do you f 
A. No, sir, not until I came out. 
Q. Until you came ouU 
A. No, sir. 
Q. So when he asked you if you saw them hugging, they 
might have been hugging while you were in the store, might · 
theynotY · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How old are you? 
A. Nine. 
Q. Do you know what is meant by telling the truth, boyt 
A. Sir? 
Q. Do yo~ know what is meant by telling the truth? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q . .And if you don't tell the truth, what happens to you? 
Your mother tells you when you don't tell the truth what hap-
pens to youY 
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Mr. Hope: That is immaterial, I think. 
The Court: I have no objection to his asking the 
page 72 ~ question. 
Lawyer Newsome: I want to get his idea of it. 
By Lawyer Newsome: 
Q. You know what is right from wrong! Yon know to 
tell the truth is right, don't you Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And to tell a falsehood it is wrong? Do you know what 
punishment is meted out to a boy or girl or E.\ person who 
tells a falsehood Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What you did tell today is the tmth, is itt 
.A. SirY 
Q. What you have told the jury is really the truth 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
J. C. MITCHELL, 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth, testified as follows: 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Your name is J. C. Mitchell f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been in business in Elizabeth City 
County, Mr. Mitchell f 
A. It was seventeen years the 11th of last February. 
Q. Whereabouts is your store located jn this 
page 73 ~ county, Mr. Mitchell f 
A. It is located on Sawyer's Swamp Road, better 
Imown as the old 'Yorktown Highway, right in £rout of the 
road that leads from the old Yorktown Highway to Harbison. 
Q. Mr. Mitchell, were you at your store on the night of 
J nne 30th of last year, when this alleged shooting took place? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where were you at the time the actual shooting oc-
curred? 
A. I was in the store. 
Q. Did you at any time, Mr. Mitchell, see a car with Helen 
Williamson outside of your store 7 · · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see anybody with her in the car 1 
A. No, sir, I never saw the car until after th~ shooting oc-
curred. · 
Q. Yon didn't see it before the shooting Y 
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A. No, sir. 
Q. Was Stanley Lovett there at your store on that nigh~, 
Mr. Mitchell! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did he do while he was there tliat night'f 
A. Well, I don't remember the boy doing anything until 
he came in and got two drinks. He walked around 
page 7 4 ~ there, and I was busy, and he went to the drink 
box and got two orange drinks out and opened them 
and poured them out and set them on the counter, and he 
gave me a dime for them, and I -says, "vVhere is the four 
cents deposiU" He says, "I am going to take them right 
outside and I will bring them back". I says, "All right". 
But it wasn't very long after that before he brought the bot-
tles in and called my attention to them and set them on the 
counter. Then the child went out, and I don't remembe1· see-
ing the child any more that night. 
Q. Did you hear any shooting there at any time that night, 
l\fr. MitchelH 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Will you will please to the jury exactly what occurred 
after the shooting took place? 
A. After the shooting Y 
Q. Yes, while the shooting was taking place or afterwards? 
A. Well, I heard the shooting and it sounded exactly like 
one of these pop pistols that the children had, and there was 
a bunch of soldiers-I would say a hunch, I should say 1.here 
,vas six or seven of them had been in the store twenty or 
twenty-five minutes previous, and I was waiting on them, 
and when they walked out they played with the children some 
at different times when they come up there, and I made the 
remark, I says, "What's that?" One of them Eaid, 
page 75 ~ "It sounded like them soldiers playing with the 
children with a pop pistol". So I ,valked across 
from one counter to the next to get the child a piece of candy, 
ancl as I reached my hand around behind the showcase :nid 
handed him this candy, as I turned I saw the little rhildren 
run by the cloor, and I watched out the window and I saw 
them run, and as they were .running they were looking l1ack 
smiling-, and then I saw the other boys running by and thev 
looked like they was scared, and about tllat time as I looked 
towards the door tliis girl was coming in, sbe walked real 
fast anyhow, and when she comes in the store she runs in 
the store, and she ran in like she was a.sleep, her eyes was 
60 Supreme Court of Appeais of Virginia 
J. C. Mitchell. 
nearly closed. I have do~ble screen doors. a~d she pushed 
them open that way to come in, and she ran right. up to me 
and laid both of her arms across my shoulders like that (in-
dicating), but I didn't catch hold of her, and said-
Mr. Kearney: I object to what she said. 
Mr. Hope: Are you g·oing to rule on that, Your Honor! 
The Court: Take the jury out. 
Note : The jury retire4 from the courtroom. 
Mr. Kearney: We object on the ground that it is a state-
ment made out of the presence of the defendant, is hearsay 
and not admissible as evidence in this case. 
page 76 ~ Mr. Hope: Of course, this is a statement made 
by a dying woman. She came into the store there, 
and when she came in there he said she was sleepy in the 
eyes as she walked in there and put · her arms around him 
and made this statement ·just before she expired. I take it 
under the evidence that that should. be admissible as a dying 
statement of this woman. Of course, as a usual thing they 
have to know they are dying·, but I think the circumstances 
show her condition was such that that statement made just 
before she expired would ·come within a statement made at 
that time as a dying statement. I might also say this. This 
was closely associated with the very shooting. She walked 
from the car into the store there. It would in effect he a 
part of the very act itself, or the res gestae in this particular 
case, and the ref ore would be admissible. 
Mr. Kearney: We know a statement to be admitted has 
to be a dying declaration, and none of those so-called safe-
guards are here. There is no evidence that the deceased knew 
she ·was dying or that anyone brought it home to her or 
told her of that fact. If she was in the physical condition Mr. 
Mitchell testified she was in, her eyes were staring and she 
was in a sub-coDrscious or unconscious condition, 
page 77 ~ of course, it would not be admissible then as a 
part of the res gestae, or admissible in evidence 
under any circumstances. It is not admissible. 
Mr. Hope: Rather than to impede the trial of the case, I 
will not insist that Mr. Mitchell make the statement. 
The Court: Do you withdraw your question Y 
Mr. Hope: Yes, Your Honor. , 
Note : The jury returned to the courtroom. 
I 
. I 
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By Mr. Hope: . 
Q. Mr. Mitchell, in testifying, you testified tliat the de-
ceased put her hands on your shoulder? 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Did she expire theu, Mr. MitchelH 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What happenecl after thaU . 
A. Well, after she made these remarks she started to :fall, 
and I caught her by the waist and I laid her on the floor, and 
after I laid her on the floor she sort of rolled on ·her back, 
because naturally I was facing her and I taken her by the 
waist, and she tried to go that way (indicating), and she 
gave down in the Imees, and I just stood astride of her and· 
laid her down, and her arms was out this way (indicating) 
and they come down that way {indicating), and 
page 78} someone in the store says, "Her arms is stiff". 
I turned lier over on tl1e side. The minute I turned 
her on the side she relaxed, and that was the last of her. 
Q. Which was were those feet pointing when she was lying 
down? 
A. West. 
Q. Towards the· store door Y 
A. Towards the store door. 
Q. Mr. Mitchell, did you go outside immediately after the 
shooting or immediately after she died 1 
A .. Immediately after she died I did, yes, sir, I went out. 
There was a whole bunch around the car, and I ran out on 
the porch and asked them not to touch the car, to leave it 
just as it were until the· officers arrived. 
Q. Did anybody touch it or move the car until the officers 
arrived? 
A. They clidn 't move it. 
Q. Will you tell the jury how close that car was to your 
porch and what position it was in? · 
A. From the center of my gas tank g·oing north it was one 
stride the back end of the car was. When the door was 
open i would say it was two feet from my porch, the edge 
of my porch the door was when it was open, and those children 
were sitting right up and .down in front of there before they 
came there, because I was out there and waited on a man tor 
· gas, and I think there was seven boys sitting on my 
page 79 ~ porch with their feet hanging over the edge, and 
I started to put this gas in, that is what made 
me notice them so, they ·an squatted down and put their heads 
together. I am always kidding them, and I ran towards them, 
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raised my arms and made a remark to them, and they all 
laughed and that is how I knew what time it was, and it was 
seven. 'I don't know whe1·e they were sitting before the car 
drove up. . . . . . Q. Did you see Hugh Williamson's car, :Mr. M1tchelU 
A. Yes, sir, when. I went out there his car· was sitting l1c-
tween her car and the middle of the road-the back end of 
it-I would say the back ond of it was probably eight feet-
I judge it was about eight feet beyond her radiator. Her car 
was sitting like this against the gas tank, and the back of his 
car was sitting about eight. feet from hers, but it was nearer 
the center of the road. 
Q. Was there any light around your store there¥ 
A. Well, I only have one light on the porch besides my 
gas tank that I usually light. That is right in front of my 
·front door, inside the front of the porch. 
Q. Does that light up the front of your store! · 
A. Right good, yes, sir. 
Q. "Wbere Helen Williamson's car was setting was it lighted 
up to any extent Y · 
.A. There was no bulb on the porch. I don't use that 
. bulb on the porch back there. The only light that 
page 80 ~ was there to the best of my knowledge "fas the 
tank lights. 
Q. What kind of a light is that, Mr. Mitchell 1 
A. You know it has two bulbs, one in front ttnd one on each 
side, but it is under the cover and shows through the globe 
at the top and you see where the gas meters are. 
Q. How big is the reflector 1 
A. Oh, I think it is eight or ten-about eight inches at 
the bottom and twelve or fourteen inches in the center in the 
shape of a shell, it is Shell gas. Of course, it is wider through 
the center than it is any other pla'!e, and I guess it stands 
tiiis high (indicating). 
Q. A person standing on the north porti011 of your porch 
of your store, could they have seem the automobile inside? 
A. Yes, they ought to have been able to see. I don't know 
how low the.car is, but it couldn't possibly have been over five 
feet from the edge of the porch, if it wus that much. 
Q. Did you see Obie Studivent at any tim<:1, 1\fr. Mitchell? 
A. No, sir; I did not. 
Q. Did. yon see Hu~h Raymond Williamson at ~my timeY 
A. I did not, no, sn'. 
Q. Did he ever come back to your store to your knowledge 1 
.A. No, sir, not to my knowledge. · 
Hugh R. "Williamson v. Commonwealth of Virginia 63 
J. C. Mitchell. 
Q. Do you know how old Helen Jordan Williamson was? 
A. She was about-I have been up there seven-
page 81 ~ teen years, and she was between four aucl five years 
old when I went there, so I think that ought to make 
her around twenty-two years old, twenty-one or twElnty-two. -
She is somewhere right close in there. I know I am not a 
year off. 
Q. In other words, you have known her about seventeen 
years? 
A. Yes, sir, a little better than seventeen. February 11th 
was seventeen. It is going on through until June, you see. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. Mr. Mitchell, you say at the time that you heard the 
shot out front you don't Im.ow who was out there or where 
they wer.e, you don't know how many people were out there! 
A. No, sir, I don't .. 
Q. After you heard the shot, after this girl had fallen on 
the floor, did you leave your place, did you leave your store 
thenY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did Williamson-
A. I went on the porch after I laid her down. 
Q. Did Williamson come back in the storeY 
A. Not to my knowledge, no, sir. 
Q. Were you there the whole time? 
.A. Yes, sir, but then after I went out and warned 
page 82 ~ them not to touch the car, and there was several ran 
. in the store to see her. I said, ''Don't you all put 
your hands on her. Leave her lie there until the coroner 
comes". That is what I told them, and by that time my wife 
had called Dr. Scott. She couldn't make him ~mderstand, 
and I went in and talked to Dr. Scott, and he asked me-
Q. Don't tell what he said. Where was that located, the 
telephone? 
A. In the living room in the store. 
Q. So you went out there part of the time 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. At the telephone? 
A.· Yes, sir. 
Q. How high is the porch there elevated above the ground? 
A. I ought to be able to tell you that, I just built that in 
this summer. I will say about twenty-four inches. 
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Q. Now, tlrn north end of the porch is inf ront of your store-
room, isn't it? 
A. That is right. 
Q. And there is no w'indow glass in there or not' light 
at tha.t particular point? 
.A. No, sir. · 
Q. That is about where the car was parked, isn't it 7 
A. That is right. 
page 83 ~ MRS. ALBERT. HAMILTON, . 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth, testified as 
follows: 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. I believe your name is Mrs. Albert Hamilton Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How far do you live from Mr. Mitchell's store! 
A. I couldn't tell you exactly what clistanee it i8, a very 
short distance, not as far as from here to the co~·ner. There 
is a little barn, and then a bungalow like, and then mine. 
Q. Approximately how far Y You say not as f a1· as from 
here to the corner Y 
A. No, sir, it isn't that far, it is only a short distance. 
Q. What corner are you ref erring to 7 
A. Where the stop light is. It is about half-way between 
here and there. 
Q. Were you living there on June 30th of this year? 
A. Oh, yes. 
, Q. Did anybody come into your house on that night? 
A. Yes, sir, sure did. He came in in a hurry. 
, Q. Will you tell the jury who came in there, if 
page 84 ~ you knowY , 
A. A colored fellow came in there. We were sit-
ting in our living room, my· husband and my daughter, Ser-
geant Davis and myself, and I heard what I thought was a 
backfire of a car, and I told my husband-
Q. Just tell us what you know; don't tell us what yon told 
your husba.nd. 
. . 
· The Court: Do not repeat.any conversation. 
A. Well, anyway, before I could get out of the chair after 
~ ~ad heard this . report,. this colored fellow bounded in my 
hvmg room bleedmg terribly, and another voung man behind 
him. Well, he stood on the porch and the other fellow, of 
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course, was inside, and Sergeant Davis got up and went to 
him and asked him what he meant by coming· in there like 
that, ~o anyway about that time the young man saw the fellow 
on the porch in back of him, and he bounded out of the living 
room into my bedroom, and as he did the· other young man 
stepped off the porch, unloaded his gun and started to go 
.around the .house to keep track of him, I imagine, inside~ The · 
fellow inside got wind of that, and he dodged out of my ·bed-
room into my kitchen and into my pantry, and then he stayed 
there. By that time the other young man came around to my 
kite.hen window, and he then loaded his gun, which he had 
dumped the shells out, which I have here in my bag now, and 
he told me to turn this fell ow out. I said no, I couldn't turn 
him out. I asked him what he had done, and he 
page 8!5 ~ sa1d, "He broke up my home". I said, "Well-'.' 
I turned around to the other young man, 
I called to the other and says, "Listen here, brother, 
if you are guilty of what this man accuses you of, I am not 
only going to put you out, but I am going to throw you out", 
so he says he wasn't guilty. I went back to. the window. In 
the meantime this young man kept opening the pantry door 
peeking out, and every time he would peek out the other young . 
man on the outside would put the gun up to the screen, so 
I spoke to him, I went right over and I said, ''Listen here, 
I am between you and the man you are after, and I don't in-
tend to turn him out, and I know you are not going to Jmrt 
me". He said, ''No, mam, Mrs. Hamilton, I am not going 
to hurt you". I said, "Very well, you know who I am, come 
around front and talk like a man", so Mr. Hamilton came 
out the back door, and Sergeant Davis brought him around 
fo the front porch, and I went out and talked with him out 
front and asked him had lie gone crazy . or lost his mind, 
or what was wrong with him, and he told me no. I have never 
lmown anything bad about him until that night, and I couldn't 
say anything bad about him until then. I didn't know when 
he was there that he had done further damage up to tl1e store, 
I didn't know about that. In the meantime, I sent m.v daugh-
ter to the store to call the police, and then we got the colo1~cd 
fellow out and sent him to the hospital in my son's 
page 86} car, Serg·eant Davis and my daugl1ter took him. 
Q. You refer to this young man outside with a 
pistol; who was that man 7 
A. Hugh Williamson, Helen's husb::.md. 
Q. Was the door locked? 
A. What door? 
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Q. The door to your home Y 
A. No, there is a screen door, that was open. We were all 
sitting down in the living room. There is five of the empty 
shells that came out of the gun. 
Q. Did you see Hugh Williamson empty those shells ,mt of 
the gun? · 
A. Yes, sure I did, to the left side of the porch. My house 
was like a slaughterhouse when I got that boy out of there, it 
was ruined. 
Q. Did Hugh Williamson make any threats towards this 
manf 
A. He said he wanted me to turn him out, that he wanted 
him. I asked him what he was going to do with him, and he 
said, ''You put him out, Mrs. Hamilton. He isn't the kind of 
a man to have in your house, and you put him out''. 
Q. Did he say what he was going to do with him t 
A. He said he was going to fix him. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
page 87- ~ By Mr. K carncy: 
Q. Mrs. Hamilton, you didn't know the man who 
ran in the house? 
A. No, he was a total stranger to me. 
Q. I understand Williamson nevr.r cnrne in your house f 
A. Yes, he was in mv l10use Christmas dav. 
Q. No, I mean on thi; oc~asion ! · · 
A. Oh, no. 
Q. You have known him ·Rince hrnt Christmas f 
A. I have -lrnown his wife since '2:? or '23. She brought 
J1im in to show him our Christmns treo. , 
Q. You have never known anything had about him t 
A. No,, sir. . · 
ci. He always conclucteil himself properly? 
.A. As far as I knew, a b~o]utely. , 
Q. On this occasion th,~ matt you didn't know ran in the 
house and "\Villiamso11 sto1med outRido? 
A. Yes~ sir. -
Q. And he asked you to put the man out? 
A. He stood on the porPb and then stepped off the porcl1 
and come around aud stopped and 1ml0Hdeil his gun, and then 
went around to mv kitehen window and told me. to run him 
out, he isn't the kind of a man to have in tl1e l10use and to 
put him out. · 
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Q. He said this man had broken up bis home? 
-pa@'e 88 ~ A. Yes, l1e fold me that, nnd I went back and 
said, "If you are guilty of ,.\Tl1at tllat man .accus~s 
you of, I am not goin~ to put you ont, I am goin go to throw you 
out.'' Be begged me not to put him out. 
Q. He hegged you not to put him out? 
A. He begged me not to pnt. him out .after he said he wasn't 
guilty of it, and he begg;ed me not to put him out. 
Q. And you didn't put him out f 
A. No, I didn '·c, I e;ouldn 't. 
Q. Then when you told Williamson who you ·were-
A.. He 'knew who I w~s. 
Q. You said y0u tokl him, ~ 'You know who I am" f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And told him to come nround in front and talk to you Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And he did c.ome around in front and talk to you 7 
A. Yes, when Sergeant Davis and my lmshancl went out 
and brought him. 
Q. His manner was not disrespec.tful to you? 
A. No, sir, he was a p~rf<'ct g(lntleman . 
. Q. Did he seem to be agitatncH 
A. No, sir, he was as calm as an Indian, he talked very 
gentlemanly and very nico. 
Q. TI1en he turned around and went on off, did he? 
A. He went 0\7P.r to the-I couldn't sav exactlv. 
pag·e 89 ~ When the car started to back out of the yard, when 
Sergeant Davis was taking· this boy to the hospital, 
theyt took one of my bath towels ancl bound llis arm up with 
it to stop the flow of blood. 
Q. How long was it after Williamson left there tha.t this 
man ~tudivent left Y 
A. He went in one direction and t11e other man went in the 
other direction. 
Q. Did you see tbe direction in which 1Villiamson went 1 
A. T'owards the store. 
Q. He went back towards the store? 
A.. Yes, and the other fell ow went in the other direction. 
Q. Did you see him after that, that night? 
A. No. 
Q. vVhen he was at th0 hack, did you talk to him or did 
vour husband talk to him~, 
• .A. No, I talked +o him nt th" ::ritchen window, because I was 
between the g1m and the boy he was after. 
· Q. You were inside the house, 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And he was outside·? 
A, Yes, sir. 
Q. It was dark at that time, wasn't it? 
A. Yes. It wasn't what you could call dark, it 
page 90 } wasn't so awful dark. 
· Q. It was around 9 o'clock? 
.A. No, it was in the neighborhood I should imagine arouncl 
half pa.st eig·ht or a qunrter to nine, somewhere in that 
neig·hborhood. I couldn't stute posithrely. 
Q. Could you see who it was before he got in the light of 
the windows? 
A. Yes. 
Q. You had the light th1·ou.gh the front door? 
A. Yes, and the light on the poreh, too. 
Q. That enabled you to see who it was? 
~. Yes, sir. 
Q. And he asked you to put this man out of your house i 
A. He asked me to run him: out. 
Q. He told you be was the man who had broken up his 
home, and he said he wasn't the kind of a man you wanted 
in your house, is that right i 
A. Yes, he was not the ki.ncl of a man I ought to have in 
my ltome, to pnt him out. 
RE~DIR-ECT ~JXA]\UNATH.>N. 
Ry Mr. Hope: 
Q. Didn't you ask Vfilliamson what wns tli.? matter with 
himt 
A. I asked him had he gone plumb _crazy. 
Q. And what did he say, as far as you remember¥ 
A. As far as I remember now, lie said, '·'No, 
page 91}, mam, that is the man t11at has broken up my home, 
put him out." He S8.icl, "Run him out, he is no 
fit man to have in your borne.'' , 
RE-CROSS EXAlVITNA.TION. 
Bv Mr. Kearnev: 
0 Q. ·what occasioned you to ask him hacl he gone plumb 
crazv? Did his actions occasion that at that time? A: No, I was so surprised he 'would <lo a thing like that, 
you lmow what l mean, ho took me by surpdse, ancl I looked 
I 
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at )1im like I am lookiug at you ::tnd · said, "(foo<lness, have· 
you gone plumb crazy f '' · 
Q. That is at what you LlJOught ha(l bnp1J<mc·d ! 
.A .. Yes. 
CARR.IE tTORDAN (Colored), 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealt~ testified. as follows : 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Your name is Carrie l ordan? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What kin was Helen Williamson to · you Y 
.A.. She was my daughter. 
Q. How old was she? 
A. Twentv-two. 
page 92 } Q. Where· was Helen Williamson living at the ,. 
time that she was shot? · 
A. She was living with me. 
,Q. How long had she been livll}g with you i 
.A. She caJne home, I think-well, I am sure. she came home 
th~ fii·st part of May) I think I just don ·t lmow tl1e exact 
date. It was the early pa.rt of May: about 12 o'clock at night, 
abo11t t.eu minutes pw:.t hVt'.Jlvc at night. · 
Q. Who wa.s witl1 her wl1eu she eame there that night? 
A. She was by herself. Hugh Williamson brought her 
there with a gun to 11er side. 
· Q. You just answer rny question. Who came witlt her that 
nie:ht? 
A. Hug-h. 
Q. Did you see Hugh Wi11iam~on? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. What first attraeiecl y(\ur attention or wake yon up that 
night? 
.. ~. JiJverv time·she went home she knew I worried about her 
t_rai;eling is miles, and every time· she passed the house she 
l)lew her horn so I knew she waH in, and I could rt1~t. This 
partfonla1· night I hadn't gone sound asleep, but I just dicln 't 
hear her comin~: nud my son Elijah, I heard him say--
Q. Just g·o ahead and tell what you saw there? 
· A. A:rid that night in the next room I beard my 
p_ag-e 9'3} iboy at the window, ·'Hey, fellow. don't shoot hor; 
that's my sister:' These g-uarlh, the military re-
serve, they have military ~uarfls, and he thoug·bt spe had 
be11n speeding and the guaras wm·e J10Iding her up. 
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Mr. Kearney: I object to that and ask that it be stricJrnn 
from the record and that; the jury be instructed to disregard 
it. 
The Court: Any conversation she lms repeated, the jury 
will disregard that 
!fr. Kearney: -She is testifying to what her son thought. 
Mr. Hope: She is telling what attracted her attention 
first. 
The Court: Do not repeat any converf:mtion. 
By 1\fr. Hope : 
Q. Will you tell us exactly what you know·? 
A. I will do that. 
Q. Don't rep~at anything Rome body said to yon. Wlrat «:lse 
did you see? 
A: We both ran outdoors in our nightclothe~, and th.~x·e 
stood Hugh with a gun in his hand. 
Q. W11ere was Helen at that time'l 
A. She was on the porch. 
Q. Did you say anything to Helc-m at that time? 
A. Well, she told me, she says :,he a11d him both 
page 94 ~ were home. 
Q. WJ1at did they dot 
A. She says, ''Mama, Hugh said I have been out wjth a 
man when I knocked off at 11 :30,'' and it: was ten minute.-; 
after twelve and shE1 had come home and got :undressed and 
got ht bed. She said, '' I haven't been out with a man,'· and 
he ~aid. '' Go on, get out of this God -c?.amnecl bed," aud he 
brot1ght her home. 
Q. Did he make any threais against l1crf 
A. He Raid-
Q. ·w1:H?re was the pistol you wq1·e talldng about 1 
A... In his hand. · 
Q. Did he use that towards her or anyflli]')gf 
,\. W t~l I, be liad it. He had comt1 up on the porch and he 
bad it. in his hand. 
Q. Did he make any threat to shoot or anything! 
A. Not then. She liad come in the house at that time, but 
she ~nid before him in his presence that he said if she ,lidn 't 
get out of bed he would kill her, and for her to come home. 
Q. Did she tell you why 1 
A. YPs, sir. 
Q. Where dicl this eouversation take place, inside or out-
side the house 1 
A. She was on the porch and he was on the gr01-1nd. 
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Q. ,v as Helrn \Villium~on living with you on 
pa.ge 95 }- June 30th ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. vVhen did she start living- with you? 
A. I can't say the exact date, but Helen was living with 
me from tha.t time when sho c~mp home with the g·un, when 
he brought her l10me with the gun. 
Q. She lived with you from then on! 
A. Yes. si:r. 
Q. Did she ever go back and live with ·wmiamson at any 
time then? 
A . .Afiter his sister came down from Harrisburg, after she 
had gotten this sister a job, this sister persuaded her several 
times to come on there and spend the nig·ht with her there, 
and so fina.lly she said, "Mama, I am not going- to stay. I 
believe his sister is trying to get me in something.'' 
Q. Did Helen ·wmiamson live with you, or did sh<:' not, 
from the time she came home that nig·ht until the night of the 
shootingf 
A. I told you she spent two. or three nights with her sister-
in-law in the same house. 
Q. What is her sister-in-law's name? 
A. Ma.rv. 
Q.·Mary whot 
A. l\farv Henrv. 
" Q. Do you know where Helen ,vmiamsou spent 
page 96 }- the night before she was killed? 
.A. The ni~·ht beforP, '3he Wa8 killed 1 
Q. Yes. · 
A. She spent the night with Eleanor Bright. 
CROSS EX.Al\HNATION. 
By Lawyer Newsome: 
Q. "Williamson brought this woman to your house, your 
daughter to the house? 
A. Yes. ,sir. 
Q. Did.he take h~r back t11<~ next nighH 
A. 'The next nighU 
Q. Yes. 
A. No, I don't think he did. 
Q. Now, one other nip:ht she stayed away where? 
A. At Eleanor Bright's. 
Q. How do you know that? 
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A. "\Vell, Eleanor told me she stayed there and sbe fold 
me_ she ~tn.yed there. 
Q. You don't know where she stayed that night, do you 7 
A. No 
Q. Diel this man break up his home at anv time! · 
A. ·what man Y .. 
Q. Hugh, did he keep his furniture and e,rorything at his 
home? 
A. I don't kn ow. I newer ha;ve been to the 
page 97 ~ house. I don't know what is in his house. 
Q. Did you know StndivenU 
A. No more than I did m this case. I never saw him be-
fore in my life. 
Q. "\Vhere did you see him after this ~hooting Y 
. .A.. After this shooting? 
Q. Yes. 
A. I saw him here at the hearing, when they had the hear~ 
ing. ' 
Q. You haven't seen him ·in the me.antime? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. And you hadn't seen him bt~f ore 1 
A. No. 
Q. And you don't know about Jiis going with your daugh-
· ter Y 
A. No more than the night she was killed. 
Q. You don't know anything about her being with him the 
night before that? Just tell me that, Carrie. . . 
A., I am going to do that. I know that night that he and 
some friend, that Eleanor said they were together, but I 
didn't know him. 
Q. You didn't kno,,r him? 
A. No, I didn't. 
Q. Did you know w]1ether she knew him or not? 
A. I didn't talk with her. She died that night. 
page 98 ~ She never .said nothing to me about it. 
Q. She did a g·reat many things that she didn't 
tell you about, didn't she? 
A. Maybe she did. 
Q. You don't know then that the night previous to the 
killinp: she went to his house and call eel for him, do you, 
.A.. The night previous to the killing? 
Q. Yes. 
Mr. Hope: There is no evidence to that effect. 
Mr. Kearney: No more than Studivent 's testimony. 
, I 
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Tr·.e Court: She went to the house anil was introduced to 
him, and the next night she came for him. ' 
\fr. Kearney: She went and called for him. on two nights, 
that is the evidence. The evidence is that she came there on 
Sunday together with two other people. 
T!he Court: Go ahead and queRtion her. That is not my 
recmllection. · 
~fr. Kearney: vVe don't want to do anything, to question 
this witness or any other witness with respect to anything 
that is not evidence in this ease. 
N otc: At this point the .iury and the witness retired from 
the courtroom. 
· Mr. Kearney: I understood the witness, 1Studi-
pag·e 99 ~ vent, to testify that on Sunday aibout,5 o "clock in 
the afternoon Helen Williamson called at his home 
in (•ompany with Eleanc,r Bright and some other man. Now, 
the question that r.oun~el asked this witness is whether this , 
"1.:itness knew tha.t she cal11.:}tl for this man on the day before 
that, wllich is perfectly propP.r and in accordance with the 
evidence in this. ca~e. 
The Court: I will ask the reporttw t11en to read. out of 
the presence of this witness the- evidence of Studivent, in 
order that we may understand the sitm:1.tion. 
Note: The reporter read the testimony of the witness, Studi-· 
vent, to the Court. 
Mr. Kearney: The objcc.tiou and tho reason stated for it 
haYe destroyed the purpo'Se of the cross examination is the 
point that I make to Your Honor~ ancl the question was per-
fectly proper. Counsel ask~d the witness if E-lhe knew that 
her daughter had called for Studivent on the evening before 
the shooting, and everybody ~mys there wai:;n 't any evidence. 
Mr. Hope: She didn ,t go for llim. Eleanor Bright called 
for him. 
The Court: \Ve differ with vou as to who 
page 100 ~ called for l1im. · 
· Mr. Kearney: We do not have to show that she 
called for him with a man and another woman. 
The Court: It doesu 't make anv· difference to me. Go 
ahead. Bring her in and ask her the question. . 
Ivir. Kearnev: Now, I think that that question, which was 
perfectly prop"er, and the purpose of whioh has been described 
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by the statement made by counsel f 01· the Commonwealth 
with the witness and the jury present, is such as to give 
grounds for .a mistrial in tltis case, ancl w·e ask tha.t Your 
Honor declare a mistrial. 
Lawver Newsome: Tho bov testified that he went in there 
with the girl, and that this girl crone by for him, and he was 
to be her compJtny, and we wanted to know if this woman 
knew anything· about tllat, to indicate that t11is gfrl did :i 
great many things that she did not know. 
The Court: I will refuse the motion. Rring the jury in. 
Mr. Kearney: We ask for an exception to Your Honor's 
,ruling. 
Note: The jury returned to the courtroom and the wit-
ness resumed the stand. 
By Lawyer N cwsome : 
page 101 ~ Q. (Repeated by reporter) You don't know 
then that foe night previous to the killing she 
went to his house and callfld for him, do you? 
A. I couldn't know that, because I wasn't with them. 
Q. Your daug·hter did things in your absence that you knew 
not.bing· of? 
A. I never heard it before until this. 
Q. There are a great many things about her that maybe 
you haven't' even heard. 
· A. :Maybe so, but I never heard of her being with anybody · 
else. 
Q. Did you see this man Stuclivent at the church? 
A. He was at the church. 
Q. "\Vere you there? 
A. I was. We were both there together. 
Q. Did he come -with -her there! 
.A.. He came with same more friends. 
Q. Did your daughter bring Studivent to church in her car! 
A. Of course, he was with this girl, Mis~ Bright. 
Q. Now, do you remember wlrnt night that was? 
A. I am not sure. I think -it was the first Sunday night 
h1 ,June. 
Q. Now; when they left th<?. rhm·ch did he leave with her, 
did she take him hack home 7. 
page 102 ~ A. She bl'011ght me 110rne and she carried her 
- sister-in-law home. 
Q. ,,ras Studivent in the car with you? 
A. No. 
' I 
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Q. She took him out to the chmch, and do you know where 
he lives in Newport News¥ 
A. No. -
· Q. Do you know wl,ere 31st S~reet is in N e:wport News 7 
A .. No, sir. 
Q. And she brought him up there, and you don't know 
whether she·took him baek or not? · 
.A. I didn't see that. I don't know whether she took him 
to the house or where 8he took him. Eleanor was the girl 
she was with, and he was with them. 
Q. He did stay in the car wl1en she left the church? 
A. I didn't see her when she left the church. I went on. 
home. 
Q. "'What time did she g~t home that nig~t Y 
A. I told you she spent the nigl1t with Eleanor Bright. 
Q. ·what I want you to fall the j11ry, if you know, when _,,._. 
vou IP.ft the clmrch was this man Studivent there? Did vou 
ieave your daughter and Htndivent there? ., 
A. To tell you tbe truth, when the church broke 
page 103 } up I don't know whether he was left at the church 
or not. Everybody wii:;hes to get home, but I 
don 'f, know if ,anvboclv waR left there or not. 
Q. But you know that he hronght her there, or she brought 
him there? 
A. As far a.s I know, yes. 
Q. As far as you know t 
A. Yes. 
Q. And whether she took him back or not, you don't know, 
i~ that right Y 
A. No, I couldn't say she did. 
Q . .And you couldn't say that she didn't 1 
A. No. 
ELIJAH J{)RDAN (Colored), 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth, testified as follows: 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Wha.t is your name? 
A. Elijah Jordan. 
Q. Where do you live? . 
A. I live with my mother. 
Q. You live with. whom? 
I 
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A. Carrie J orclan. 
page 104 }- Q. You live with your mother, Carrie Jordan! 
A. Yes. sir. 
Q. ·what kin is Helen J or'1an "Williamson to you 1 
A. Sister. 
Q. Wnen did Helen ,vrniamson, your sister, live at your 
]1011 se, Jordan? 
A. She started living· there in May. 
Q. In May? 
A. May. 
Q. ·what part of May1 
A. I don't remember thf\ pal't. 
Q. When she came to your home there what time was it, 
any particular time she came there. 1 · 
A. Well, one night in May, a litfle ufter twelve o'clock 
· after she knocked off. 
Q. After she knocked off? 
A. After -she knocked off work. 
Q. Where did she work~ 
A. E1ort Monroe Laundrv. 
Q. Tell the jury juc,t wl-iat happened after that? 
A. One night she wr:nt to work about three o'clock and 
kno0ked off a.bout 11 :30. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. How do you know that T 
A. I know she worked down at Fort Monroe. 
page 105 }- l\fr. Kearney: I would like to know how he 
knows this. He ~ays she went to work a.t three 
o'elock. 
The Court : You testify to what you know of your own 
knowledge, not what somehody may have told you or that you 
!earned from somebody else. 
The ·witness: vYeli, a little afte1· twelve o'clock at night, 
in tl1e month of May, I l1eard someone out in front of the 
house, and l heard someone say, ''Don't you shoot me.'' 
Then I heard a fellow say, '' If you move another step, I will 
shoot you right where you are at.'' At tha.t time I didn't 
know it was Helen. I raised the window and said, "'Hey, 
huckly, don't sl10ot her.'' I thought it was one of the guards 
walking clown, and when I said that she said, "Hugh Wil-
liamson, don't you shoot m~. '' So I told my mother it was 
Helen, so my mother anrl. I ran ou..t there in our nightclothes, 
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and when we got there Hugh was out there with a gun. That 
i_s all I know. 
By J\.fr. Hope: · 
Q. Did he threaten her when you got down outside there! 
A. No. He said she had been out with a man. 
Q. Did he make that statement when you came down there, 
.. J 01~<1an, · 
A. Yes, he said sl1e had been out with so-and-so 
page 106} when we came down there. 
Q. Did Helen Willfamson live at your mother's 
house after that, ' 
A. A~ my mother's house ·g 
Q. Yes, that is the housa where you uRed to live? 
A. 011, yes. 
Q. Did she spend a nig~bt out from the time she came to 
live there until -she was shot! 
.l\.. No, sir. 
Q. Where did she usually go f 
A. She went with mv mother to church and then came 
home. ·-
Q. Did she ever spend the nip:ht out? 
A. No, sirJ not that I lmow of. 
Q. Did she ever go out ,dth anybody or do anything at 
the time she was li vine- there? · 
A. No, I don't remei~ber lier going out on any party. When 
I left she was there. and when I came bfick she was !here. 
Q. Do you know· whPtber shEl ever spent the night with, 
anv of her relatives or anvbodv else! 
A. No, from the tirne si1e left Hugh she stayed with me 
a.nd mother up until the killing. 
CROSS EXAMIN.ATION. 
By Mr. K~arney: 
Q. You say that she stayed at yonr mother's every nig~t! 
.A. Every night after shP. left II ugh. 
page 107 } Q. Did yon see her tl1e night before the shoot. 
ingf 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did she stay at home that nigbti 
A. No, she wasn't home the night before the shooting. She 
stayed with a friend of he.rs in Hampton. 
Q. How do you know that.? 
A. Because she said she d1d. 
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Q. When did she tell you that ·v 
A. She told me that ].if on day evening. 
Q. Where did you see her? 
A. She was home. 
Q .. At-_ what time f 
A. After she knocked off from up at the laundry. 
Q. Was your mother there, too Y 
A. All of us was sitting ou t11e porch. 
Q. Y onr mother was there at the time she told you that 
she had spent the night before with Eleanor Bright, is that 
. ri<>'htOJ .. I 
. 0 • 
. A. That is right. 
Q. You are positive that your mot.her was tl1ere at that 
time? ' 
A. She was home wh('n she was- . 
Q. When she was telling you that she Jiad ~pent the night 
before with EHeanor B1ight? 
pag·e 108 ~ A. Yes, sir. 
· Q. That was the only nigllt she had been away 
from home from the time ·she came tlie.re in May until the 
fame of the shooting? . 
A. I don't know positively about that, because I went out 
in the evening, and when I went out sl1e wa~ there, and when 
I came back she was there, so I don't know what she did. 
Q. You testified in this matter once: Jordan, that from 
the time she came there until the time of the shooting she 
spent every night in your mother's home, and then when I 
asked you about the nigl1t before, you said she bad spent that 
night with Eleanor Bright, and that you knew that because 
she had told you that on tlie evening of the shooting, is that 
righU 
A. Did I make that statement that she spent every night 
borne before vou said that? 
Q. That is· what I understood you to say. Is that what 
yon snidY 
.A.. No, I didn't say that. 
'Q. You didn't say thnt? . 
A. No, I said she spent Sundny night with Eleanor Bright 
tp.e nig·ht before she got killed. ' 
Q. You said that after I reminded you of the fac.t, didn't 
vou? In answer to (l0llll8el for the Commonwealth vou said 
• · she spent every night from the time she crune 
page 109 ~ there in ?\fay until the night of the shooting at 
your mother 'R home,, and you knew that because 
you would go out sometimeR and when you left she would be 
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there, and when you cam(.l back she would be there ; did you 
make that statement? 
A. Yes, I made that statement. 
Q. Well, is that a true statement or not 1 
A. No, sir, it is not a truo statement. 
Q. :Suppose you tell ns what is the ti:ne statement ahont 
how much of the time she ~pent there with your: mother dnr-
ing the month of May and .June of tliis year? 
A. I just told you what I know, ancl that is all I got to 
sav. Q. Do you know how many nig·bts !=;he spent there arid how 
many nights she did not spend there 0J 
A. I don't know. .All I know is that when I went out she 
was there. and when I cnrne back ghe was there. 
Q. What l want to know is whether you h.110W if she stayE:,d 
tl1ere or not at vour mother's home? 
A. Yes, I lmo~v she stayed there. 
Q. And do you know whether she stayed there every night 
irom the time she came the.re with Hngh vVilliamson in May 
until the time of the shooting, with the exception of the Sun-
day night before the shooting? 
A. I don't know that. 
Q. You do11 't know that, so then you don't 
page 110 ~ know how many nights she spent there and how 
many nights she spent somewhere else, do you f 
A. I know she was there when I left. and I ki.1ow she was 
there when I came back. ' 
Q. Every night1 1 
· A. Every night exfept Sundny night ~be spent with 
Eleanor Brig-ht. 
Q. Well, the Sunday ni1!l1t . before the ~hooting was the· 
only nig·ht she didn't spend at your mother's home from the 
time she c.ame there with Williamson untll the time of the 
shooting, is that correct? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Then you don't know how mnn~v nights she was away 
from home, do you 1 · 
A. No, I couldn't positively tell you that, because I w~:r1t· 
out mvself. 
Q. Well, what made you mal~e the stat€'ment in answer to 
ihe question from the Commonwealth's attorney that she 
spent every nig·ht at home, and you knew it because she was -
the1·e when you left and was there when you came bacld ·what 
made vou make that statement'f 
A. Because she wa~ therP.. 1 She was there when I left, and 
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she was there when I came back. I eouldn 't see her except 
with my eyes . 
. Q. You couldn't see her except ·with your eyes Y 
A. Tl1a.t is rigllt. 
page 111 ~ Q. And you did sec her every night with the 
exception of tbP on(l night Y 
A. And that was 0 th~ Sunday night. 
Q. T!hat was the Sunday night before the :::hooting, is ,that 
rhrhtY 
), ... That is right. 
Q. And further, every uight you SliW her with your eyes 
at home, and she never spent any nights over at Hugh "Wil-
liamson's home between the time ~11e came there in May and 
the time of the shooting·f 
A. No, I don't remember her spP.nding anv time there. 
Q. Yo~ could see with your eyes all right, you say, couldn't 
you! · 
A. I thoug·ht: I could. 
Q. How oid are you? You are old enough to know when 
yon are telling the truth, aren't you? · 
A. I think so. 
0. How old are von? 
. .f.... How old I am! 
Q. Yes. 
A. Eighteen. 
Q. You haven't any objection to telling me that, have you¥ 
.A. No, I have no objection to tel1in~ you nothing. 
Q. Now: on thi~ night that you said Hugh Wil-
pag-e 112 ~ liamson bro11glit your ~ister home, it was ahout 
. 12 :30, isn't that right t 
A. I told vou. I think it was after twelv~ o'clock. 
Q. About what time was it, <lo you know? 
A. No, I don't know no definite time. I know it was after 
twelve. 
Q. Anc1 where had Hugh brought lier from, do you knowY 
A. I don't know where he brougllt lier from, bnt I know 
where she said she had :been. She sn.id she had been home. 
Q. Did she make that ~tatement in llis presence! 
A. Yes, she made it on the porch. 
Q. I asked you did she make that stu.tement in his pres-
enc.e V You don't have any objection to ~nswering my ques-
. tions, do you Y 
A. I said yes. 
Q. Did she say it in his presence 1 
. A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. vVell~ now, wl1ere did ~he t~n you that he had brought 
her from that night, 
A. She had been home: from work. 
Q. She told you t]iat he had brought her from their home, 
is that righU 
A. That is right. 
Q. On Sawyer's Swamp Roadf 
page 113 } A. Sawyer's 1Swamp Road. 
Q. Is that right 1 
.A. Yes; sir. 
Q. Now, how far is it from where you live around to where 
Hug·h Williamson· and your sister lived? 
A. It is about-it is clocle to a mile, I reckon. 
Q. About a mile Y 
A. I didn't sav about a mile. I said it was close to a 
nrlle. • 
Q. And the defendant brong-ht her from a.round there. Was 
there anybody else living in the house with them at that time, 
do you know? 
A. No, not at that time. 
Q. At that time there was nobody living with them? 
A.No. . 
Q. He broug·llt l1er from ai·onncl where they were living 
together, less than a mile down the Sawyer's Swamp Road, 
to where you all lived, and when Hugh got around there she 
hallooed, ''Don't shoot me,'' is that right? . 
A.. I don't know what she hallooed before she came down 
there. · 
Q. What did you hear her halloo? 
.A. I beard her ha1loo, ''You better not shc.1ot 'mo, Hugh 
·wmiams.on. ~, That is what I heard her halloo. 
Q. Did be fire any shots at her? 
pa~e 114 ~ A. No, he didn't. 
Q. Did he make any attempt to shoot her! 
.l. Yes, he did make an attempt to shoot her. 
Q. Wlrnt did be do 7 
A. He had that gun on the front porcb. 
Q. Did anybody stop him !rom pulling the trigger? 
A. No, I wouldn't go to him with the gun-. . • 
Q. There wasn't anyo11~e there to ~top 1nm at that time, 
was thereY 
.A. No. 
Q. No one stopped him frc,m doing anything he . wanted 
to do on that occasion, and he didn't do anything to your 
sister then, did he? 
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A. No. sir. 
Q. And _yon never heard uny conversation made by him, 
clid yon¥ 
A. No, I didn't hear no conversation ma.de by him. 
Q~ But' when your mot11er asked him what was· the trouble,. 
he told your mother, ';yon ask Helen, she will tell you", . 
didn't he? Didn't he make that statement? 
.A. I didn't hear him make that statement. I am only tell-
ing wliat I know. · 
Q. You dicln 't hear him make that statement, is that right! 
A. No, I didn't hear him. · 
pa~;e 115 ~ Q. w·en, now, then he got in the car and drove 
on away, is tl1at right? 
A. Yes, he drove on away, yeA, after she had went up-
stairs he got in the car a1•d went off. 
Q. And did he make any effol't to get in the house? 
A. No, he didn 't make any effort to g·et in the house. He 
just came and stood on the porch, that is as far as he got. 
Q. Did he talk to you? 
A. No, he didn't talk to me. 
Q. Did he talk to your motlic~r f 
.A. Yes, he talked to my mother. 
Q. Did you hear what he said? 
A. No, I didn't pay any attention to what he said. 
Q. Yon didn't !Jay any attention t0 what he said 6/ 
A. No, I was sleepy ~tnd 1. had to go to work next day. 
Q. You were ~leepy and ct IL"{ious to g-o on back to bed, and 
you went on back to heel, i P. that it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. So you were~ not interested about wliat w::ts gofog on Y 
.A. Yes, I was interested. 
. Q. But you were more anxious to get back to bed, is that 
tig·htt 
A.. After he left, ther(l was no usc-1 of me staying there. 
Q. You djdn't do t1.nytl1ing to make him leave 
page 116 ~ or ask him to leave, yon dicln 't have any conver-
sation with him f . 
A. No, I didn't have any ccmver~mtfon or argument with 
him. 
Q. You didn't pay any attention to the oonversatbn be-
tween him and your mother 1 
A. He was talking to her. 
Q. You wanted to, g·et back to bed anyway, is that right Y 
.A. Yes., sir. 
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Q. Were you there the next C?.Yening when Hugh William-
son came up there and got your sister in an automobile Y 
A. Yes., sir. 
Q. Where did he go f 
A. I don't know where he went. 
Q. Well, didn't she stay over at his home that nighU 
A. I don't know. 
Q. You don't know? 
A. She came home. She came back home. 
Q. ·what time did he get her 1 
A. I don't know, no distinct time. 
Q. What time did she come hack Y 
A. She was there the next morning. I don't know what 
time she got back. 
· Q. She was there the ue:xt morning 7 
A. Yes, sir, she waB there home the next morning. I don't 
know when she got there. 
page 117 ~ RE-DIR,ECT EXAMINATIO~. 
Bv ].\fr. Hone : 
· Q. J orda:n, you say that Hng·h W'Hliamson brought her 
liome that night at twelve o'cloek; did she spend the night 
there? · 
A. I didn't SRV it was twelve o'clock. 
ci. Did Helen ""\Vi1Jia::.n.so1l come home that nig-ht to your 
mother's hou-;e'f 
A. Yes, ~i.r. 
Q. Did ehe spend tlle night there t,hat night¥ 
A. Yes, ~.ir. 
Q. Did Hug-h \Villiamson com~ there the next day¥ 
A. He was there the next evenurn:. 
Q. The next evening? ·· 
.A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did Helen ·Williamson go off with him 7 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. \Vha.t time did she come back that night? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Did you see her there the next morning! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know had she spent that next night there at 
vour home or not! 
· A. She was there when I ,, ent homo that night. 
Q. She was there when? 
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page 118} A. She was home when I went out and came 
back. When I came back she was home. She 
didn't have nowhere to go. · 
Q. What I am speaking· about is the night this trouble oc-
curred and you thought it was a guard firing.· The next 
night did you see Helen Williamson when she came home 
that night, the night after they did come home there Y 
A. Did I see her there? 
Q. Yes. 
A. ·when he brou~:ht her home f 
Q. The night aft~r h(· hr(\·ught her home, was she home 
that night, too! 
A. I don't know. I didn't go out that night, I went to 
bed early. I don't know what time she got in that morning. 
I don't know nothing ahout it. 
' Q. ·whereabouts did you ,se~ he·r the next morning Y 
1\.· Home. 
Q. ·w'I1ere was she 't 
A. At home. 
Q. ·what time do you get up in the morning? 
A. Who, me? 
Q. Yes. 
A. I get up about twerity minutes of six. 
Q. Did you see her when you got up, 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·where was she T 
page 119 ~ A. She wa.s in her room. 
Q. In her room? 
A. Yes, sir. 
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. What room did she oooupyY 
A. iShe slept with my mother. 
Q. What time did she get up Y 
A. I don't know. 
Q. I mean your sister, wh_at time did she get up! 
A. I don't know what time ·she got up. J had to be at 
work at seven o'clock, and she dic1n 't have to be at work until 
late. 
Q. She worked at Fort Monroe, didn't she t 
A. Yes, sir. 
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CLIFTON JORDAN {Colored), 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth., testified as follows: 
By l\fr. Hope: 
·Q. What is your name! 
A. Clifton Jordan. 
Q. "Where do you live? . 
A .. Big Bethel. · 
page 120} Q. Do you live with your mother, Carrie Jor-
dan! 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. And Elijah Jordan, your brother? 
A. That is rig·ht. 
Q. How old are you 'l 
A. Twenty-one., 
Q. "'\Vhen did your sister, Helen \VilliamAon, start to live 
at vour homei 
1.\ • I don't know the exact da.te. 
Q. Speak up so these gentlemen can hear you .. 
.A. J don't know the exact date. 
Q. ,vhat is that? 
A. I lrn.ow when· she left she ciam~ home and was living 
with my mother .. 
Q. Were you home the night shil came t1mreY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see who it ,\ .. AS when she came there! 
A. I was asleep, I didn't know anything about the nig·ht 
she come there, but my brother did. It woke him np.. I never 
woke up. 
Q. You never woke up Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. That night she crone, did she stav from then on Y 
A. Yes, sir, she, did. . 
Q. Pid you ever see Hup:h ·wmiamson with her 
page 121 } after that? 
A. I never-I saw them once up at Lawyer 
Rutt 's office, I saw them np there together. · 
Q. Did you ever see Helen and Hugh at any time when yon 
were going any place? 
A. No, sir, not after they left I didn't. 
Q. Not after they left Y 
A. After they parted I didn't see them tog·ether. 
Q. Did you ever go to -see anybody in Poquoson? 
A. Yes, sir, the girl I married. 
Q. Did you ever take Helen along with you f 
A.. Well, one nig·ht they ~rere l1avinp: a play over at the 
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Rchool, and she .asked me could she come. I told her I guessed 
it would be all right. 
Q. '\Vho asked you1 
A .. Helen. So me, Helen, and my girl, it was my girl that 1 
I never ·had been married to-
M r. Kearney:- ·when was this, may I ask Y 
Mr. Hope: I will bring that out. 
By Mr. Hope : 
Q. 'lv as this after II elen c,ame 'back to stay r 
A. She was staying· the re then. 
Q. vVben was that about that this happened f 
A. They were not living top;ether. 
Q. W11ere were you livingY 
page 122 ~ A. I told you I was going to the school, to a 
play. 
Q. What was the play aboutt 
A. It was just a school closing. 
Q. A school closing 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·what time does the school close usnallyY 
A. In .June, I think, some time in J nne I think it was, I 
can't remember the exaet date. I know I took her with me, 
me and my wife-I mean my girl. There was only three in 
the ein·. 
Q. This was this last June that you were going up there¥ 
A. Yes~ I think I !rot ma.rried ~ome time dnrinQ: that month 
of .rune, May or '-T tm.E. I got married after that, after this 
happened, after Helen went over to the school. 
Q. You got married after Helen went over to school, did 
you? 
.A. Yes. I was eng·aged then to be married. 
Q. Tell the jury what occurred on that. nig·ht? 
.A. Well, we went over to the gchool and we saw the clos-
ing. After that we eome out and the thre..J of us got in the 
cnr imd started back home. I met Hugh, and he blew his 
horn, and I stopped~ and when I stopped he called her 1hen 
to get out of the damned car. Then when she got out he 
· wanted to hit her. I ran and got between them 
. page 123 ~ to stop them, and tl1at is where me a.nd him hung 
up then, and then he ran home, tried to beat me, 
to get l1is g1.111, he had a rifle, and I beat him home, I hacl a 
little faster car than he did, I beat him! home, a.nd Helen went 
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~n the house and got the gnn and hid it. He was going after 
his gun, because he told me that. 
Q. ·whose house was he g·oing to 1 
.A. He was g·oing to Mama's house. We all lived together 
then-no, we were living tog·ether at first, but after they 
broke up he was staying in town, I think. ' 
Mr. Kearney: May I inquire what time this was Y 
The Court: I am trying to find out myself. 
· Mr. Kearney: The rea,son I am going to inquire, if this 
was very far remoYed from this nig;ht, I want to objec.t to it. 
'Dhe Court: I g·ather it was after she went back home to 
live. 
Lawyer Newsome: No, he said it was after Hug·h was liv-
ing· in the house wit4 them. 
The ,vitness : No, I said after Hug]1 and she parted, Hugh 
was staying down on the Back River Hoacl. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. ,vas that before they built the bungalow? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How many years before the shooting had 
page 124 ~ occurred on the 30th of June t 
A. I don't know how many years it was. 
Mr. Kearney: "\Ve object fo that and ask that it he stricken 
out. 
The Court: I understood it was after they had separated. 
Mr. Kearney: No, sir, my understanding is that this boy 
was married and is getting a c.livoree at this time. 
The Oourt: He said it was before he was married to his 
wife. 
Mr. Hope: He got married last June. 
The Witness: I haYen 't been marl'ied over a year. 
By th(~ Court: 
Q. When were you married 1 
A. I wa:s married in ,Tnne. 
Q. Wlrnt a.bout the yea.r? 
.A. l 941, I think. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. ·when did you put in for your divorce? 
A. I dicln 't stay with my wife over six months. 
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Q. And if you got married in ,June and stayed with your 
wife for six months, you are two months ahead of ~ime? ' 
A. I wasn't keeping the time with the dates and when I 
, put in for my divorce and all that. 
page 125 } By the Court: . 
Q. Well, do you know when this incident was 
that you are trying to tell about nowY Do you know when it 
happened? · 
A. I don't know what time it happened. I came here to 
t~ll the truth. 
Mr. Kearney: We ask that this evidence be stricken out. I 
don't know when jt was from the witness' evidence, but I do 
know this to be a fact, that in June of this year this hoy was 
getting a divorce from his wife, and he must have been mar-
ried some time before that. 
The Court: As much as I could hear what he said, I think 
he said it happened after they had separated and the sister 
went back to his home to live. If it happened before that, I 
will strike it out, because I do not thinkit is pertinent. 
Mr. Hope: I ani not going to oppose it. 
Mr. Kearney: Will you instruct the jury to disregard the 
witness' evidence! 
The Court: Gentlemen of the jury, disregard the witness' 
evidence. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. There is one thing I want to ask you about. You re-
member your sister and Hugh Williamson coming by in June 
of this year and asking you what lawyer you had 
page 126 } gotten to represent you in your divorce caseY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you told them you had gotten Lawyer Butts, is 
that right? 
A. Yes. · · 
Q. Your sister and Hugh were in the car together at that 
time, weren't they Y 
A. I know they weren't living together. 
Q. They were in a car when they came by the house and 
asked what lawyer you got for your divorce, and you told them 
you had gotten Lawyer Butts over on 25th Street, Newport 
News? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. .And at. that time you had put in for your divorce, is that 
righU . 
A. Yes, sir.. 1 
Q. And later on you saw Williamson and your sister in 
Lawyer Butts' office? 
A. Yes, sir, and they told me they were getting a divorce. 
page 127} ELEANOR BRIGHT (Colored), 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth, testified 
as follows: 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. ,your name is Eleanor Bright f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you live? 
A. In Hampton. 
Q. Did you know Helen Williamson f 
A .. Yes, I did. 
Q. How long had you known her Y 
A. I was knowing her ever· since--! went to elementary 
school. 
Q. Do you lmow Obie Studivent f 
A. Yes. 
Q. How long have you known Obie Studivent T 
A. About five or six years. 
Q. Did Helen Williamson ever visit your home? 
A. She came that Sundav. · 
Q. What Sunday did she" come up to your home 7 
A.. The Sunday before she was killed. 
Q. Where had you all been that night! 
A. What night, Sunday night! 
Q. Yes. 
A.. We went to church :first, she was in a play. 
·Q. Where did you .first meet Helen Williamson that Sun-
dav Y 
page 128 } A. She came by to my house. 
Q. Came by to your house f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you all go from there Y . 
A. We went to Newport News. 
Q. Who did you pick up in Newport News? 
A. After riding around and all, we ·stopped by Obie's house. 
Q. Who was with you, was there another man with you Y 
A. There was a boy with me. 
Q. Who was it Y 
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A. A boy named Raymond Goodwin. 
Q. Did Raymond ride over to Newport News Y 
A. He was in the ca.r with Helen and me. 
Q. Did Helen have her cad 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You and Helen and Raymond Goodwin rode over to 
Newport News? 
A. Y e,s, sir. , 
Q. Where did yon say yon s-topped f 
A.. We were just riding, and then we went down on Chestnut 
Avenue and stopped by Obie's. 
Q. That was the Sunday-
.A. Yes, that was the Sunday. 
Q. Before this alleged killing! 
page 129 ~ A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who went in Obie's place Y 
A. Raymond went in there. 
Q. Where did you and Helen remain T 
A. In the car. 
Q. What happened then, did Raymond come out f 
A. T'hey both came out. 
Q. What happened thenf 
A. Well, we all stood at the car talking awhile, and then 
- Obie went back in the house to get dressed. · 
Q. Did you introduce Obie to Helen Williamson f 
A. I did. 
Q. Did Helen Williamson know him before f 
A. No, she had never seen him. 
Q. You tell the jury she had never seen him before f 
Mr. Kearney: I object to that, because she couldn't possibly 
know that. 
The Court: No. 
Ths Witness: I know she didn't know him before. 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Where did you go after you left Obie Studivent's placef 
A. We went back out in the country. 
Q. Whereabouts in the country did you go to f 
.A. We went to Leola Lovett's house. We went 
page 130 ~ back out in the country to go to Leola's house, be-
cause Helen had to :fix Leola's hair for that play, 
it was some sort of play, she had a special hairdress, and she 
went back out there to fix it, because she had promised to come 
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back and fix it, and we went out there and stayed until church 
time. 
Q. You stayed until church time? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you go then Y 
A. We went to church. 
Q. Who went in the church Y 
A. Helen and Obie went in the church. 
Q. What did you and Raymond do Y 
A. I sat out in the car. 
Q. With Raymond Y 
A. Yes, all of us stayed around out in the car, a lot of 
people were out in the car. 
Q. Did you ever get in church Y 
A. No, it was too hot to go in church. 
Q. Did Helen go in the church Y 
A. She was in the play. 
Q. But yon stayed out in the car Y 
A. I stayed outside. 
Q. Who else stayed outside Y 
A. Raymond stayed outside. 
Q. Where was Obie Y 
page 131 ~ .A. In church. 
Q. Where did you go after church was over? 
.A. After church, after she took her sister-in-law home, sl1e 
went back to Newport News. · 
Q. After she took her sister-in-law home, she went back to 
Newport News Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who was in the car when you all went back to Newport 
News? 
A. The four of us, Raymond, Obie, Helen and myself. · 
Q. What did you go to Newport News for? 
.A. We just went to Newport News to get sodas or some-
thing, since it was so hot. . 
Q. When did you leave Obie and Raymond! 
.A. It was about twelve or a little after. 
Q. Where did you leave them out! 
.A. Right at Obie's sister, 31st Street and Chestnut Ave-
nue. 
Q. Where did you go after that Y 
A. We went home. 
Q. That is to your home in Hampton here Y 
.A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Did. Helen Williamson spend the night with you that 
nighU · 
A. Yes, she stayed with me that Sunday night. 
page 132 ~ Q. What time did she leave your house the next 
· dayY 
A. She left that morning about-I think it was about six 
o'clock. She had to go home in order to get dressed to go 
to work. 
Q. She left your house at six o'clock the next morning Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Lawyer Newsome : 
Q. Did you know that the Williamson girl was married Y 
A. Yes, sir, I knew she was married. 
Q. You knew she was married Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You knew her husband? 
A. No. I had seen him. 
Q. Did you lmow Obie very well? 
A. Yes, I knew him pretty well. 
Q. You had known him this night Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was he your company that evening? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Your company was the other boy Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was your purpose in getting this boy to go with 
you? 
page 133 ~ A. W.ell, we didn't have any plan whatsoever, 
I mean to get him as a boy friend for Helen. 
Q. What purpose had you Y · 
A. Well, since we went by and Obie wasn't doing. anything, 
we asked him to go out riding with us. 
' Q. Why Obie Y 
A. I didn't know any other boys up there. 
Q. You only knew Obie f 
A. Yes, I knew Obie. , 
Q. And you took this girl, and you say she was a total 
stranger to ObieY 
A. Yes, she· was a total stranger to Obie. 
Q. How did you know she would like him? 
A. We didn't get him for her. 
Q. Who did you get him for, you had your company? 
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A. We went just out ricling. 
Q. Couldn't you go along just as well without another manf 
.Did you need another man 7 
· A. We could have. We weren't planning to meet anybody. 
Q. But you did. need another man in the car! 
A. Not necessarily, we didn't need one. 
Q. But you took him Y 
A. We took him to go riding with us. . 
Q. You asked him to go along, and you stayed with him 
until nearly twelve o'clock, is that right! . · 
page 134} A. That is right._ , 
Q. You went by his house for him f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You live in Hampton Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. A.re you married V 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You knew this woman was married! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. "When you went up to get this boyf 
A. I understood she was separated from her husband. 
Q. You understood she was separated from her husband 7 
How did you happen to understand that she didn't know· Obie?' 
A. Well, I introduced her. 
Q. That is part of your storyY 
A. Yes, I introduced her. 
Q. And of all the boys in Hampton, you ~nt up to N ewp,ort 
News to get Ohief 
A. We didn't go down to Newport News to get Obie. We 
went down in Newport News just riding. 
Q. Well, you did get him in Newport News, didn't yon Y 
A. Yes, we got l1im after he told us he didn't have anything 
to do. 
Q. Where was the other man, where did you get him f 
A. He was at my house. 
page 135 } . ·Q. He was at your house 1 . 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He visited you Y 
· A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you took this girl, who had never seen the man, 
and you took her to Newport News to see Obie ; she had never 
seen him and didn't lmow him, so you think? 
A. I know, because I introduced' her to Obie. 
Q. You introduced her to him why, you tell the jury whyt 
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A. We were not talking to anybody else at that time but 
Obie, so I had to introduce her to Obie. 
Q. Why did your mind fasten on him Y 
A. We went by there. 
Q. He lives near ,Chestnut A venue; you didn't have to go 
by there on any ride from Hampton Y 
A. We were in that vicinity, we were riding around. 
Q. Who were you in that vicinity see Y 
A. -Nobody, we were just riding around. 
Q. And you just stopped at Obie's? · 
A. Yes, since we knew Obie, and we thought of stopping 
by there. 
Q. Where did you go after church T 
A. We went up to Newport News. 
Q. You went to what place f 
page 136 ~ A. We went to a club up there. 
Q. What sort of a club! 
A. It is supposed to be a young men's club. 
Q. You and this girl just went to a men's club, and you 
didn't see any women Y 
A. Well, the waiters-
- Q. It isn't for women, but yon all went? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you carry Obie Y 
A. Yes, Obie was· there. Women go there. 
Q. Had you been there before? 
A. No, I hadn't been there before. 
Q. You knew it was a men's club T 
A. Well, it is for young men and their fri~nds. 
Q. And Obie qualified as a friend for the dead girl, and vou 
had your own friend along with you, that made the partyi 
A. Nobody was paired off with each other. 
Q. You stayed there how long at the Democratic Club7 
A. Well, we didn't stay there long, because it was after ten 
o·'clock when we came out from church, and we had to come 
all the way from out in the country up to Newport News. 
Q. Did you drink T 
A. Oh, they had sodas there. 
Q. Obie said you had alcohol T 
page 137 ~ A. I don't drink alcohol. They have beer and 
whatnot there. 
Q. They have beer and whatnot there, and you took some 
whatnot and they drank the beer Y 
A. I don't drink beer. 
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Q. The first night she spent the night with you was this 
night? 
A. Yes, sir. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. How long have you been. knowing her? 
A. Ever since I was in elementary school. 
Q. You say that is the first night she had ever spent with 
you? 
A. The first night. 
Q. How did you happen to ask her to spend this particular 
night with you? 
A. It was so late and she couldn't go all the way out in 
the country by herself, and I couldn't go out with her,. be-
cause I had no way of getting back home. 
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Lawyer Newsome: 
Q. You said she couldn't go all the way out in the coun-
try by herself. Don't you know she drove from down there 
where she worked at night? 
page 138 ~ A. What do you mean, all the way from Fort 
Monroe? 
Q. Eustis, didn't she go? 
A. She was working at Fort Monroe. 
LEOLA LOVETT (Oolored), 
sworn on behalf of the Commonwealth, testified as follows : 
By ]\fr. Baker: 
Q. Kindly state your name, please Y 
A. Leola Lovett. 
Q. Where do you live, Leola? 
A. On Sawyer's Swamp Road. 
Q. How far do you live from Mitchell's store? 
A. The second door. 
Q. The second doorY 
A. The second door from Mitchell's store. 
Q. How far is that from where Hugh Williamson and Helen 
Williamson lived? 
A. It is about the third door, fourth door. 
Q. Did you know Helen Williamson well? 
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A. Yes, I did. 
Q. Did you know Hugh well Y 
A. Yes, as long as he has been in the community. 
Q. You knew him since he has been· in the com-
page 139 ~ munity? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you know her mother well, Carrie Jordan Y 
A. Yes, I should say I do. 
Q. Are you related to any of those peopleY 
A. No. 
Q. Now; Leola, did you know how Hugh. and Helen were 
getting along, of your own knowledge! 
.A.. As far as I know they were getting along all right. 
Q. Dq you know whether or not they separated at any time 
prior to :the time that this alleged shooting took place Y 
A. No, I don't. 
Q. Did you go with Helen. to the house that she and Hugh 
Williamson occupied at any time to get any articles of cloth-
ing or furniture?' 
A. What do you mean, before the shooting? 
Q. Before the. shooting? 
A. No, I loaned her my electric iron, and I went with her 
to get that. 
Q. When was thai Y 
A. I think that was soon after she left the last time. 
Q. Could you fix that time? Was it in April, May or Junef 
A. I think it must have been the first of April. 
Q. You went with her to get the electric iron Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 140 ~ Q. Did a;ny conversation take place between 
you and Helen at that time? 
A. Yes, she was asking him why did he go around and ac-
cuse her of having other men. 
Q. And what did he sayY 
A. He said he didn't, be had told nobody that she had been 
out with other men. 
Q. He said he didn't accuse· her to anyone Y 
A. That is what he told her. 
Q. Now, did yon ever hear Hugh ,vmiamson make any 
other mention of H~len going with other men Y 
A. No, I did not. 
. Q. Do you recall an argument which took place between· 
Hugh Williamson and Helen and Carrie Jordan Y 
A. Yes,. I do. One day they· were in their home and they 
were argumg. 
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Q. About when was t4at 7 . . ' 
A. I think it was the last of March or early spring, I Imow. 
Q. What was the substance of that conversation or argu~ 
menu ' 
A. He was accusing her of some man I didn't know. 
Q. You say he was accusing her, he was accusing whom? 
A. Hugh. 
'page 141 } Q. Was accusing whom 7 
A. Helen. 
Q. What did. he say! . . . 
A. I don't know just what he said, because I .was baek and 
forth through the house doing my work. I couldn't tell you 
just what he said. I know they were just arguing. . 
Q. Did Hugh Williamson make any statements or threats 
at that timef 
A. No, he didn't. 
Q. Is this the time that Carrie Jordan and Hugh Williamson 
were arguing about charges made against Helen Y 
Mr. Kearney: I object to the question. There is no evi-
dence of that fact or statement that he has ma.de. He is ask-
ing her whether such and such a statement that has not been 
made by anybody was the occasion that she speaks of. 
The Court: There is no evidence of that here so far. 
By Mr. Baker~ 
Q. Did you ever hear lI ngh Williamson and Carrie Jordan 
arguing over tbe affairs between Hugl1 and Helen? 
A. Yes, sir, I did, the same day that they were arguing. 
Q. What was said then? 
A. Carrie told him if she thought he was carrying a gun 
to kill her daughter, she would report him., 
page 142} Q. What did Hugh-say! · ' 
A. He said he wouldn't hurt Helen. 
Mr. Kearney: We ask that this manner of examination be 
discontinued. She said she never heard any threats made. 
I don't know what they are trying to get in: 
The Court: She has repeated certain conversations. I do 
not know what the next question is going to be. 
Mr. Kearney: Her statement is tha.t she never heard this 
defendant make any threats against his wife. That is her 
statement so far. 
The Court: I understand. 
Mr. Kearney: Now they are asking her whether she heard 
98 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
Leola Lovett ( 0 olored). 
a conversation where somebody else said something, which is 
not proper. -
Mr. Baker: I would just like to ask one more question. 
Mr. Kearney: I want the Court to rule on the objection 
I make, and I ask that the examination be discontinued and 
the statements be stricken from the record, and the jury in-
structed to disregard them. 
The Court: There is nothing so far testified to 
page 143 ~ that I would strike from the record but statements 
that may have been made out of the presence of 
Williamson, and I do not know what he wants to ask her next. 
Mr. 'Kearney: What they are trying to do now is to havP. 
this witness· testify to something that has never been testified 
to. 
The Court: I do not know what he is going to ask her. 
If he. asks her that kind of question, I will not let her answer 
it. What question do you want to ask her T 
Mr. Baker: I want to ask her if she ever heard Hugh Wil-
liamson say what he would do if he caught her with a man. 
The Witness : Yes. 
Mt. Kearney: I want to know when, wl1ere and under what 
circumstances. 
The Court: Go ahead and state what the circumstances 
were. 
By Mr. Baker: 
Q. When did you hear him say what he would do1 
A. The same day they were arguing. 
Q. When was that T Let us' fix that. Was it this year? 
A. Yes, it was in March, in the last of March or first of 
April. 
page 144 r Q. Was it before or after they separated for the 
last timef 
A. I think it waR the last time-it was, yes. 
Q. Where was that statement made and to whom! 
A. Where was it made? 
Q. That is right. 
A. It was made at my house. 
Q. Made in your house? 
A. Yes. 
Q. To whom was he speaking? 
A. To Helen. 
Mr. Kearney: We_ object, because it is immaterial in this 
case. 
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The Court: The objection is overruled. 
l\fr. Kearney: Please note an exception for the defendant. 
By M:r. Baker: 
Q. To whom was he speaking? 
A. He was speaking to his wife. 
Q. What did he say'i 
A. He didn't say any more after that. 
Q. You say that he said what he would do if he ever caught 
her with a.man; what did he say he would do? 
A. He told her if he ever caught them together he would 
shoot them, both of them. 
Q. If he ever caught her with another man he 
page 145 ~ would shoot both of them? 
A. That is what he told her. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. You say you are not related to Helen Williamson either 
by blood or by marriage? 
A. By marriage. 
Q. You were asked if you were related to Helen William-
son? 
A. Well, I am not; my husband is. 
Q. Your husband is related to her? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He is her cousin? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How close do you live to where her mother lives? 
A. Right around the corner, the second door. 
Q. How close do you live from where Hugh Williamson 
and his wife lived on Sawyer's Swamp Road Y 
A. Well, the third-the fourth door. 
Q. You live the fourth door? 
A. Down. 
Q. Towards Mitchell's store, you mean Y 
A. Yes, past Mitchell's store. 
Q. Who lives between you and the Williamsons 7 
A. Lovett, Lester and Mitchell, Mr. Mitchell. 
page 146 ~ Q. Now, the only time you ever heard any argu-
ment between them was in March, you say, is that 
right? 
A . .Yes, sir. 
Q. Is that rightf 
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A. That is right. 
Q. And on that occasion who was presentY 
, A. Just the three of us-Helen's mother and her husband 
and myself. 
Q. The four of you then Y 
A. Yes, the four of 11s. 
Q. What was Helen's mother doing there Y 
A. She came in-they came in together and Hugh was there~ 
Q. They came into your home Y · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was Hugh doing thereY 
A. Well, he just came there that morning. He comes in 
whenever he gets ready. 
Q. Didn't you used to prepare meals for him sometimes? 
A. When Helen was at work, I certainly did. 
Q. You were paid for your services? 
A. No, I never charged Helen anything. 
Q. Well, now, Hugh was there this morning and Helen 
and her mother came in Y 
page 147 ~ A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you think that was in March? 
A. I think it was the last of March or the first of April, 
I disremember just when it was. · 
Q. And who started the argument on that occasion Y 
.A. Well, he was there, Hugh, and she walked in. 
Q. He argued with her and she argued with him Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. They were living together then, weren't they? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Down on Sawyer's Swamp Rqad? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. They continued to live together until some time after 
that? 
A. I don't know whether she left right then or not, but I 
know if she dicln 't, she didn't stay there very long after-
wards. 
Q. Who was the man he accused her of running around 
with that time? 
A. That is too much for me, I don't know. I couldn't an-
·swer that question, to save my life. 
Q. Did she admit it or deny iU 
A. What? 
Q. Did she admit it or deny it? 
A. She denied it, why, certainly. 
Q. She denied it? . 
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page 148} A. Why, certainly she did. 
Q. They didn't come to any blows or anything 
of that kind? 
A. No, sir.. . 
Q. That was the only argument that you ~ver heard them 
have during the five years that you knew them7 
A. Yes, sir, the only one I ever been present. 
Q. He always treated her all right, .as far as you lmew-Y 
A. Yes, sir, as far as I knew. 
Commonwealth rests. 
Note : The jury retired from the courtroom. 
Mr. Kearney: If Your Honor please, we move to strike 
so much .of the evidence in this case as has been introduced 
to support the charge of murder in the first or second degree, 
and for Your Honor to instruct the jury that from the evi-
dence introduced by the Commonwealth the only charge with 
which the defendant may be found guilty would be that of 
manslaughter, voluntary or involuntary, because under the 
evidence of the witnesses for the Commonwealth it 
page 149 } appears that this man's condition at the time that 
this alleged offense took place the provocation was 
such that it would not malrn him guilty of any higher offense , 
than manslaughter. We ask that Your Honor instruct the 
jury at this time that evidence sufficient to support the charge 
of murder in either the :first or second degree has not bee:µ pro-
duced, and that the trial might proceed on a manslaughter 
charge. 
The Court: I will overrule vour motion. 
Mr. Kearney: I except to y·our Honor's ruling. 
Note: The jury returned to the courtroom. 
DEFENDANT'S EVIDENCE. 
P. MANLEY NETTLES, 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as follows: 
Mr. Kearney: I might say to Your Honor·that we are in-
troducing character witnesses at this time, and I make the 
further statement that the defendant is going to take the wit..: 
ness stand. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. Will you state your nam~, please, sirY 
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A. P. Manley Nettles. -
page 150 ~ Q. Where is your residence, Mr. Nettles Y 
A. Out on the Sawyer's Swamp Road. 
Q. How long have you lived in that section Y 
A. Practically all my life. 
Q. And how long is your lifef 
A. Fifty-two years. 
Q. Do you know Hugh Williamsonf 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The defendant here Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How. long have you known him f 
A. I have been knowing him somewhere around five years, 
I think it is. 
Q. Do you know his general reputation in the community 
in which he lives for truthfulness and honesty? 
A. It is good I never heard anything mentioned about 
him but tl1at was all right. 
Q. You know his reputation and know that it is good Y 
A. Yes, as far as I know. 
Q. Is that what the people in the community think about 
him? 
A. They all seem to that I have heard express themselves. 
page 151 r MRS. CAROLINE RILEY, 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as fol-
lows: 
By Mr. Kearney: 
, Q. Please state your name? 
A. Mrs. Caroline Riley. 
, Q. Where do you live, Mrs. Riley? 
A. I live on the Briarfield Road, about half-way between 
Hampton and Newport News. 
Q. How long have you lived in this section? 
A. Oh, I have lived around here about twenty-two years, 
twenty-one or twenty-two years. I have been over there about 
eighteen years, I think. 
Q. Where did you live prior to that? 
.A. Newport News. 
Q. Mrs. Riley, do you know the defendant, Hugh William-
·son! 
A. Yes, sir, I know him. 
Q. · Was he at any time employed by you and your husband f 
A. Yes, he worked for us the year he was married. 
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Q. Where does your husoand work¥ 
A. My husband works in the Shipyard. 
Q. And you live out on B.riarfield Road, and you say Wil-
liamson worked for you Y' 
A . .Yes, he worked for a foreman for us. 
Q. Do you know his general reputation in the community 
in which he lives, for truthfulness and honesty? 
page 152 ~ A. It is very good. I have never heard any-
one say anything to the contrary. 
ROBE.RT H. COOLEY, JR. (Colored), 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as follows: 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. What is your name, please? 
A. Robert I-I. Cooley, Jr. 
Q. Are you a practicing attorney 7 
A. I am a practicing attorney in Petersburg. 
Q. Do you know this young man, Williamson Y 
A. Yes, I do. 
Q. How long have you· known him 7 
A. I have known Hugh for a period of about six or eight 
years. 
Q. Do you know of his general reputation in the community, 
for truth and veracity Y 
A. I do. 
Q. Will you tell the jm·y what it is Y 
A. Well, in this section of Petersburg, where he came 
from, and Prince George County, I lmew him about six or 
eight years before he came to this section, which makes it 
much longer than six or eight years, and his repu-
page 153 ~ tation for truthfulness is very good. He is very 
honest and he has worked at all times. 
CROSS EXAMINATION .. 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. You haven't known him in this community? 
A. I haven't known him in this community. 
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sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as follows : 
By Mr. Kearney: 
, Q. Please state your name and residence!. . . 
· A. S. S. Bortner, 130 0 'Canoe Place, Indian River Park. 
Q. What is your business at this time, your occupation Y 
A. At this time I am the local manager of the Chesapeake 
& Potomac Telephone Company in Newport News. 
Q. How long have you held that position Y 
A. Nine years the past first of September. 
Q. You were summonsed as witness down here in this case 
todayf 
A. I was, yes, sir. 
Q. And I asked you to bring with you a record of telephone 
number 744-W, Newport News; did you bring that record 
with youT 
page 154 ~ A. I did. 
Q. Do you have the custody of the records show-
ing the names of persons who have telephones in their names 
in the City of Newport NewsY 
A. I do. 
Q. You say you have that record with you? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, will you tell the jury in whos·e name and the resi-
dence of the person was 744-W Newport News, say in May, 
1941 Y . 
A. May, 1941, 7 44-W was in the name of Mrs. Virgie Man-
ley; the address was 1214-3oth Street. 
Q. The telephone numbers in Newport News since vou put 
in the dial system have all been changed Y .. 
A. They have all been changed. 
Q. Has that been changed, 744-W or the person that hacl 
that 'phone, have they got a 'phone now? 
A. The person that had that 744-W still has a telephone, 
but there was a subsequent change between the time of 7 44-W 
and the new dial number. 
Q. And that was oecasioned by what factY 
A. By the move from 3308 Roanoke Avenue, I feel sure 
it was-my record I would have to look back, but the record 
indicates it w~s from 3308 Roanoke Avenue to 1200-beg par-
don, let us take that back. There was a move 
page 155 ~ from 1214--30th Street to 1230-32nd Street. 
. Q. And that customer that had 744-W in May 
of this year now lives on 32nd Street Y 
A. That is correct. 
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Q. And what is the telephone number there nowf 
A. The present telephone number is 3-1537. 
Mr. Hope: I dbn 't know what the purpose of the exami- . 
nation is, sir. There wasn't any foundation of any kind laid 
for it. 
Mr. Kea.rney: I thought I gave full knowledge and in,::' 
formation in my opening statement. I said this man had a 
telephone number to call Mr. J. C. Mitchell's store. 
· The Court: It is a matter of record. 
Mr. Hope: There wasn't any particular number that was 
given, so far as that is · concerned. 
Mr. Kearney: We have not testified yet. 
The Court: The testimonv of Mr. Bortner must be con-
nected up with something. if it is not connected, of course, 
it is not material. 
Mr. Baker: May I ask Mr. Bortner a few more questionsf 
The Court: Yes. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
page 156 } By Mr. Baker: . 
· Q. Now, Mr. Bortner, you have stated th.at 
744-W, I believe was tbe number, was the telephone number 
listed as of May of this year in the name of Virgie Manley, 
is that correct Y 
A. That is correct .. 
Q. Now, Mr. Bortner, if I were to call the operator and ask 
her in whose name 7 44-W was listed, would I get the inf or-
mation Y 
A. You would not get it from the operator. 
Q. How could I get that information Y 
.A.. You could get it through my office. 
Q. How could I get.it through your office? 1 
A. By calling me. 
Q. Would you give that information voluntarilyT 
A.. Not voluntarily. 
Q. If I asked you for that information, would you give 
it to meY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What would be nece~sary for me to get that information Y 
.A.. Ordinarily to get a sumrµons to court. , · 
Q. When were you first asked to give this information to 
anyone regarding the telephone number 744-WY 
A. This afternoon. 
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page 157 ~ RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION .. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. Is that number listed in the book so that a party might 
know iU 
A. It is listed in the book as of May, 744-W. 
Q. So it was public information? 
A. That is right. As a matter of fact, that is where I 
checked-up, from the book its.elf. 
Q. If it is public information yon have no objeetion to 
giving it ouU 
A. Certainly not. 
Q . .Although they do publish a book witl1 the numbers in 
rotation, don't they Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You mean your company don't f 
A. Not in Newport News, no, sir. At no place do I know 
where they publish them in rotation. They publish them by 
street ~ddress numbers in some of the larger cities. 
Q. -Didn't they publish them down here in Hampton a year 
or two ago by number Y · 
A. To my best knowledge they did not. 
· . ·Q. Did anybody else have such a book and it was brought 
to your attention with the numbers in there °l 
A. No, sir, I never saw such a book. 
page 158 ~ FRANK HENRY (Colored), 
lows: 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as fol-
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. State your name? 
A. Frank Henry. 
Q. Were you summonsed here--as a witness for the Common-
wealth in this case, Henry? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Where were -yon summoned from f 
A. Char~ottesville, Virginia. 
Q. Where were yon living on the 30th of June? 
.A. I was living with Hugh. 
Q. June of this year f 
A. I was living with Hugh Williamson. 
Q. Who else lived there in the house? 
A. Me and my wife and two kids. 
Q. Was there anybody else living there Y 
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A. No. 
Q. Where was Williamson's wife living! 
A. She stayed there one night. . 
Q. Wha.t night was thaU 
A. That was on a Sunday night, the first Sunday night 
I was there. 
Q. How long have you been there Y 
A. I have been there one week and one day. 
Q. You have been there eight days Y 
page 159 ~ A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was she there during the daytime, his wife? 
A. She came up every morning. 
Q. Wha.t did she do? 
A. She came up for my wife to carry her to work. 
Q. For your wife to carry her to work? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did she do anything around the house for Williamson 7 
.A.. I noticed her once or twice like wash, fixing the tub, 
say, and help iron. . 
Q. The night she stayed there, in what room did she stayY 
l1.. She stayed in his room. 
Q. That was the first Sunday night you were there! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. There were two Sunday nights? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Did they have any trouble, that is a disturbance, during 
the eight days you were there Y 
A. No, sir, not that I know of. 
Q. Where had you been previous to coming down here 
to live? 
A. I lived at Charlottesville. 
Q. And did you come from Charlottesville down here? 
A. I came from Charlottesville to Petersburg 
page 160 ~ and got my two kids and came down here. 
Q. Who brought you down? 
4--. Hugh Williamson's brother, my brother-in-law, Roy Wil-
liamson. 
Q. Roy Williamson brought you down 7 
.A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you went there to Hugh's place Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you come to stay w11en you came there? 
A. No, sir, not exactly. My wife was working at 'Fort 
Eustis, and I come down to visit awhile, and then I got a 
job. 
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Q. Before- you came here did you have any information thnt 
Hugh Williamson and his wife were not getting along. all 
righU 
A. No, I didn't. 
Q. Now, you got here on a Sunday, did you, or Saturday? 
What day did you go there, do you remember? . 
A. I got here on Sunday afternoon. 
·Q. And on that Sunday Helen Williamson stayed there at 
the Williamson home f 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Stayed in the room and spent the night with her hus-
band, is tha.t right! 
page 161 } A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did they have any argument after that Y 
A. No, sir, not as I know of. I didn't hear any. 
Q. After you .got down here did you go to work? 
A. I went to work on a Thursday or Friday it was. 
Q. Thursday or Friday? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. After you had been here 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you go to work? 
A. I went to work at Caudle 's barber shop, on 25th Street, 
Newport News. 
Q. How did you come to workY 
A. Helen's brother used to carry me to work. Helen used 
to come after me. 
Q. Which brother would take yon to work Y 
A. Clift. 
Q. Clifton? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who would come after you? 
A. Helen would come after me. 
Q. What time did you get off Y 
A. The shop closed around 9 o'clock. 
Q. And she would come there and get you Y 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Did. she get you Thursday, the night you 
page 162} worked there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did she get you on Friday Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
·Q.' Saturday? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Sunday you didn't work? 
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A. No, sir. 
Q. Did she come and get you on Monday! 
A. Yes, sir. .· 
Q. Did she say anything to you about any differences she 
and her· husband had been having! 
A. No, sir, she didn't. 
·Q. Did Williamson say anything to you about it? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. When she would bring you home, would she come in 
the house? · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did she come in there every day during the eight, days Y 
A. Yes, sir. · · 
Q. That you were there! 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Did she ea.t . any meals there in the place? 
A. No, sir, I didn't see her eat any meals. 
page 163 } Q. Now, on the Sunday night before the shoot-
ing on Monday~ did yon see her Y 
A. Yes, sir;, I saw her; she was there that afternoon. 
Q. She was where Y • 
A. She canie by the house that afternoon. 
Q. She came by on Sunday afternoon Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did she and Hugh seem to be friendly or unfriendly? 
A. They seemed to have been friendly to me. He was wash-
ing his car at. the time. We all was around chatting awhile. 
Q. 'fhat did she say when she left? 
A. She said she would be back to take us to church. 
Q. Did she come back to take you to church Y 
A. She sent back, she sent some fellow back with the car to 
get my wife and I. 
Q. Who was the fellow Y 
A. I don't know. It may have been her brother or it may 
have been her cousin. 
Q. She sent some relative back for you 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You all went down to church? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When you got down to church did you see Helen there? 
A. Yes, sir, she was at church. 
page 164 } Q. Whom did she come there with Y Did you see 
her when she a.rrived f 
A. No, I saw her when sh~ arrived, but I don't know who 
she came with. She came-I don't know whether it was in 
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her car or someone else's car. There was two cars at lier 
mother's, and they was all going to chnrch, so we just got 
in the two cars and went over to the church. 
Q. You left from her mother's to go to c.hurch f 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who got in her carf 
A. I don't know whether mv wife and I was in that car or 
the other one. There was two cars. 
Q. Did you see Studivent there f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. When did he come on t11e scene Y 
A.. I met him after church, after· the services was over .. 
Q. Where did you meet him? · ·. 
A. He was in the car when they got ready to bring ns home. 
Q. Who took you home f · 
A. This same-I think it '""as the same· fell ow tha.t brought 
us there. 
·Q. Well, who was in the carY 
A. I will say myself, my wife, two kids, and this 
page 165 ~ fell ow and I think another fell ow was driving the 
· car. 
Q. Was Eleanor Bright there f 
A. I don't know, I don't know her. 
Q. What time was the church service over that nig·hU 
.A. I imagine it-was over around nine, nine-thirty, or prob-
ably ten. 
.. Q. Between nine and ten f 
A. Yes, sir. We had a play, I don't know just how long it 
was on. It wasn't a regular preaching service. 
Q. Well, now did vou meet Studivent there that night! 
A. I met him that "night. 
Q. Who introduced you to him 1 
A. Helen introduced me to him. 
Q. Did she tell you who he was or where he was from f 
A. No, she didn't. 
Q. Now, the next morning you went to work, who took 
you to work? 
.A. Clifton carried me to work. 
Q . .And what time did you get off work? 
A. I told Helen to come a little early on Mondav night. 
She came after me I imagine it was around between five-thirty 
;,, and six, or maybe six-thirty. 
Q. Now, did Williamson ask you to do anything for him 
that day with reference to getting something in town? 
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A. Yes, sir, he did. 
page 166 r Q. What did he ask you to do f 
A. He asked me to measure the back door and 
go to Montgomery Ward, I believe it was, and get a screen 
door. 
\ Q. Did you do iU 
A. I got my measurements wrong. I went over to get 
it, and I got my measurements wrong, so I didn't get the 
door. 
Q. Did he give you any money to get it with f 
A. He gave me a fifty-dollar bill. 
Q. Did you get it changed? 
A. I got it changed at the bank on 25th Street. He said 
he wanted some change anyway, that is why he gave me a 
:fifty-dollar bill. · 
Q. So you didn't get the door, and did you bring the money 
back to him Y · · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How did you get from your work back to the home 
you were living in? 
A. Helen came after me. 
Q. At what time? 
A. Between five-thirty, or probably six-thirty, between five-
thirty and six-thirty, I should say. 
Q. Who was in that cart 
A. My wife, two kids, and Studivent. 
Q. They took you on home, is that right Y 
page 167 }- A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you have any conversation with her and 
.Studivent on the way home? 
A. I asked if he· lived out that way-I thought probably 
he lived out that way-after we left Newport News, and he 
said no, so I didn't say any more. 
Q . .You had no further conversation Y 
A. No, they went on talking about something else. That was 
after we had got the groceries and left, going on the highway 
towards-going towards his house. 
Q. Then they took you and your wife and two children 
home? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. On Sawyer's Swamp Road Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. To Hugh Williamson's, is that right? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did they stop anywhere on the way in 7 
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A. On the way home Y 
Q. Yes. 
lt,.... They stopped and got groceries. 
Q. · Then the next stop you made was at your home Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you go in the house Y 
A. Did I? 
I J 
page 168 } Q. Who went in the ·house when you got there Y 
A. My wife and kids went in first, and I got the 
groceries out and I went in there. _ 
Q. What did Helen Williamson and Studivent do Y 
, A. Sh~ said she was going down to her grandfather's to 
get some water to be put in the car, and she would be back 
to take us to. town. 
Q. She was going down to get some water Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where does the grandfather live? 
A. He lived down the highway below where she lived, I 
don't know whether it is a quarter of a mile or a half-mile. 
Q. All right, then you went on in the house. Was Hugh 
Williamson there at that time? 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Did you tell him that his wife and some man had brought 
you all home, or did you say anything to him,_ 
A. No, sir, I didn't say anything to him. I began to tell 
him why I didn't have the screen door, and then I counted 
his money off to· him. 
Q. You just told him why you didn't have· the screen door Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And gave him his money? 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 169 } Q. Then what did you do Y . 
A. I told him after bringing that much change 
hack I believed I could take a beer before supper, so he said, 
'' Come on and take a ride''. 
Q. What did you do then? 
A. What did we do then? 
Q. Yes. 
A. Vl e got in the car and went down the highway: 
Q. Had you or your' wife conveyed to him the fact that 
his wife had driven up there with some man.in that cart 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You didn't tell him about that? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did your wife tell him about it Y 
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A .. No, sir. She went back in the kitchen, her and the 
kids, to :fix supper .. 
Q. All right, then what happened Y You got in the car and 
what occurred then Y · 
A. Well, we went on down the highway .and. he stopped 
his car, and then he started the shooting.. . . 
Q. Did he appear to ·be agitated and excited? 
A. No, he didn't. 
Q. Well, then ~hat happened? 
A. Well, I don't know what happened right after that. 
Q. Did you get in the car with him and come 
page 170 } back to the place Y 
A. Yes, sir, I got in the car and come back. 
Q. When you drove up there did you know that was her 
car? 
A. I recognized the car. I wasn't driving. 
Q. Could you see the people in the car along there Y 
A. I saw some people, and I didn't know just who was in 
there. 
Q. Were they embraced or apartf 
A. I -don't know whether they were. It was hardly dark 
enough to put your lights on. I couldn't say. · 
Q. You couldn't say 7 
A. I couldn't say. 
Q. Then what happened after the shooting took place? 
A. I went back and told my wife. 
Q. You went back, how did you get back from· Mitehell 's 
store to Hugh Williamson's home T 
A. He picked me up and carried me back. 
Q. He picked you up in front of the store Y 
A. I don't think it was. I think I was headed back to-
wards the house. 
(No cross examination.) 
page 171 ~ The Court: Gentlemen of the · jury, court will 
recess until tomorrow morning at 10 o'clock. I 
regret the necessity for keeping you gentlemen together over-
night, but there is no help for it. I assure you that the Sheriff 
will make you as com:f ortable as possible. He will assist you 
in communicating with your homes and he will take good care 
of you. I caution you not to discuss this case while you are 
out of court, and I would much prefer that you not read the , 
newspapers. It is possible for you to read a newspaper 
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without reading anything about this fa·ial, but I would prefer 
that you do not read the newspapers. 
Adjourned until October 28, 1941, at 10 o'clock A. M. 
page 172. ~- Virginia: 
In the Circuit Court of Elizabeth City County. 
Commonwealth 
'U. 
Hugh Raymond Williamson. 
TESTIMONY. 
Before: Hon. _John Weymouth, J:, and a jury. 
Hampton, Virginia, October 28, 1941. 
Present: Mr. J. W. Hope, Jr., and Mr. Ralph T. Baker, 
representing the Commonwealth. Messrs. Kearney & Kear-
ney By: ·Mr. Frank Kearney, and J. Thomas Newsome, repre-
senting the Defendant. 
·sECOND DAY. 
page 173 ~ DEFENDANT'S EVIDENCE (Cont'd.). 
J. W.HAYES, 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as follows : 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. Please state your name and address f 
A. J. W. Hayes, Hilton Village. 
Q. What is your occupation! 
A. I have charge of transportation in the Shipyard. 
Q. How long have you been employed there in the Sllip-
yardY · 
A. Since April, 1912. 
Q. Mr. Hayes, do you know Hugh Williamson? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is he employed over there under you in the department 
of which you have charge 7 
.A. He was in our department for about two years, yes, sir. , 
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Q. Do you know his reputation for truthfulness and hon-
esty? 
.A. Yes, for the period of time he was with us it was per-
fect, and I had no knowledge up until that time. 
Q. Your knowledge runs over a period of the time he was -, 
employed by you T 
.A. That is right. 
Q. Was he employed by you at the time of his arrest? 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 174 ~ Q . .And he has not been employed since that 
time? · 
A. Well, he was automatically dropped at that time. 
Q. That is the practice of the Yard T 
. .A. That is the practice of the Yard. 
Q. What was his job with the Yard Y 
A. He was a crane erector leader. He had charge of a 
crane and a crew. 
Q. He was the lead man on a crane Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was his rate of payT 
.A. Seventy or seventy-four cents, I don't remember exactly. 
Q. Seventy or seventy-four cents an hour! 
.A. Yes, sir. -
Q . .And his reputation amongst the men there in the Yard 
with whom he worked and by whom he is employed you say 
is perfect? 
A. It· is perfect, yes, sir. 
(No cross examination.) 
page 175 ~ LURTIE JONES (Colored), 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as 
follows: 
By Lawyer Newsome: 
Q. What is your nameY 
.A. Lurtie Jones. 
Q. What relation are you to this man, the defendant! 
.A. Mother. 
Q. Where are you from 7 
A. Prince George. 
Q. Is that near Petersburg? 
A. Three miles out of Petersburg. 
Q. Have you ever had any trouble with this boy before this 7 
A. No, sir, never. 
116 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
Lwrtie Jones (Colored). 
Q. How old is he Y 
A. He is twenty-seven years old. 
· Q. Well, since he was large enough tell the. jury what he 
has done for a living? 
A. What has he did since-
Q. Yes. 
A. He went to school until about the second year High, 
and then after that he went on a truck farm and stayed out 
there a season, and then he came back and from time to time 
worked around different places in the country. 
Q. Well, did he work constantly! 
A. He wqrked all the time he could get a job 
page 176 ~ through the country. 
Q. Since he has been down here have you been 
to see him? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. At what place have you seen him? 
A. I have visited him at his home. 
Q. At his home Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That home he established for himself Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was his wife living with him? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where was he working then Y 
A. When I came down here he was working. When he was 
at his home when I visited him he was working in the Ship-
yard. 
Q·. In the Sl1ipyard Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You went through his home, did you Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How was it appointed~ how was it :fixed upY 
A. Modern conveniences. 
Q. All modern conveniences Y . 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Furnished nicely? 
A. Furnished nicely, yes, sir. 
Q. After this trouble when did you first see 
page 177 ~ him? 
A. I first saw him wheh I came down here, 
when I came here. 
Q. When you came· down here Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You saw him down here Y 
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A. Yes, sir . 
. Q. Do you know whether he has been to see you! 
A. He hasn't been to my home. 
Q. Well, had he been in that section, ·do you know! 
A. Well, he had been to see other brothers, but not to 
come home. 
Q . .And from there do you know where he went f 
A. He went--when he went from Petersburg! 
Q. Petersburg! · . 
A. He went over to New.York, I think, and then he came 
back to Petersburg, and the brother brought him down here 
and he gave himself up. 
Q. He gave himself up! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Well, now, since he was released-he was jailed at that 
time-he stayed in jail about two week$, something like that Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And what Jias he done since then T 1 
A. H~ has been working in the Navy Yard. 
page 178 ~ Q. Is that where he is employed nowt 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you tell the jury you never have had any trouble 
with this boy Y 
A. No, sir, I never have. 
Q. Of any kind T 
A. Not of any kind. 
(No cross examination.) 
CHARLES MARSHALL {Colored), 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as follows : 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. Your name is Charles Marshall T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Talk so the lawyers and counsel can hear you. How -
old are you! . 
A. Twenty-three. · 
Q. Where do you live! 
A. I live in Portsmouth 110w, for the last three months I 
have lived there. 
Q. Now, talk up a little louder. We are in competition with 
the automobiles out there in the street. Before 
page 179 ~ you went to live in Portsmouth three months ago, 
where did you live Y 
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A. 363% West Mallory Street, Hampton. 
Q. How long have you been living in this section Y 
A. I hav~ been living here practically all my life excepting 
the last three months. 
Q. Where are you employed nowt 
A. Norfolk Navy.Yard. · 
Q .. In what position are you employed there! 
A. In the shipping department. 
Q. How long have you been employed there f 
A. Ever since July 31st. 
Q. Prior to your employment over there, you lived over 
here! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I mean you got your job over there on July 31st and 
went over there to live! 
A. Yes, ·sir. 
Q. Where were you employed before going to work over 
in Norfolk? 
A. Newport News Shipyard. 
Q. How long were you employed there Y 
A. About three years. 
Q. In what department were you employed there Y 
A. Riveters department. 
Q. Riveters f 
page 180 ~ A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who was· your boss over there f 
A. Mr. Johnson. 
Q. Well, now, Marshall, do you lmow or did you know Helen 
Williamson Y 
A. Yes, sir, I did. · 
Q. How long have you known her f 
A. Practically all my life. 
Q. Did you ever go to school with her f 
A. Yes, sir, I did. 
Q. What school did you go toY 
A. Hampton. 
Q. Did you ever visit in her mother's homeY 
A. Yes, I did. 
Q. Whom did you visit? 
A. I used to visit her brother. I stayed there several times. 
Q. You spent the night there Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did they liveY 
A. They lived in Big Bethel. 
Q. WJtlch way does the house face up there Y 
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A. The front faces the reservoir. 
Q., Right on the reservoir? 
A. Right on the highway. 
page 181 ~ ·Q. You say you have been knowing her prac-
tically all your life Y 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. And you lmow her brother 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you visited in the home 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you know Obie Studivent 7 
.A:.. Yes, I know him. 
Q. How long ha:ve you known him 7 
A. About three years. 
Q. About three years Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever seen Obie Studivent and Helen William-
son together at any time Y .. 
.A. I recall seeing them together once. 
Q. When was that t . 
A. It was about-I would say the latter part of .April. 
Q. Of this year or-
A. Of this year. 
Q. Of this year Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You saw them together about the latter part of April t 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 182 ~ Q. Where did you see them 7 
A. In the Bluebird Restaurant, corner of 31.st 
and Chestnut Avenue. 
Q. In the Bluebird Restaurant, 31st and Chestnut Avenue! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What time of the day was it, or nighU 
A. It was in the day. 
Q. In the daytime T 
A. Yes, sir. 
, Q. What were they doing there? 
A. They were in there drinking. I don't know what they 
· were drinking. 
Q. Were they sitting at a table, booth, or at the counter, 
or what? 
A. They were in a booth. 
Q. In a booth? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Was there anybody else there with them, besides those 
~, . 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You fixed the time; are you certain . of the day? 
A. It was on a Sunday afternoon, say about between one 
and two o'clock. 
page 183 r Q. On a Sunday afternoon? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. And you think it was what month Y 
A. April. . 
Q. Did you ever see them together on any other occasion 
except that one time? 
A. No, sir, I did not. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Baker: 
Q. Do you know Hugh Williamson, the defendant in this 
case? · 
A. Yes, I do. 
Q. How. long have you known him? 
A. Ever since 1933. 
Q. Since '33 Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. This information that you have ;~st given on the wit-
ness stand, how did you happen to giye that information! 
Did anyone come and ask you if you knew Helen and if you 
had ever seen her with Obie Y 
A. Yes, they did. 
Q. Who asked you that? 
A. Hugh asked me. 
Q. Hugh asked you if you had ever seen her with Obie 
StudiventY 
page 184 ~ A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he call Obie Studivent 's name Y 
A. That is the first time he asked me. 
Q. When did he call Obie Studivent 's name? 
A. Yesterday. · 
Q·. What did he ask you the first time! 
· A. The .first time he asked me had I ever seen them to-
gether. I told him no. . 
Q. When was that he asked you? 
A. I would say about the middle of May. 
Q. Then you told him you had not seen them together the 
:first time he asked you Y 
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· A. Yes, I did. 
Q. He asked you along in the middle of Mayf 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then you told him no Y 
A. Yes, sir. · · 
Q. So then again yesterday who asked you 7 
.A. Hugh asked me. 
Q. Hugh? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did he ask you? 
A. (Not answered.) 
Q. Where were you when he asked you Y 
A. I was at home. 
page 185 } Q. Did Hugh come to your house Y 
.A. Yes, he came there. . 
Q. Now, when did you go to work at the Norfolk Navy 
Yard? 
A. The 31st of July. , 
Q. How long before you went to work in the Navy Yard at 
Norfolk was it that you saw Hugh and Obie together? 
A. I never saw Hugh and Obie together. 
Q. Helen and Obie togetherY 
A. I w·ould say .it was the latter part of April. 
Q. Now, you say that the first time he asked you if you 
had ever seen those two together, you told him no Y 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. But he didn't call Obie's name the first time, is that 
right? 
.A. No, he did not. 
Q. How did you know who he was talking a,bout 7 
.A. I knew who he was talking about. 
Q. How did you know? 
A. Because it seems as though the way I understand it, he 
had asked me something about it, and she told him that I 
told her, because she knew I saw; her, and he asked me about 
it, and I told him that I didn't know anything about it. 
Q. Tell iµe this, do you know Ozene Hobson 7 
A. Yes, I lmow her. 
page 186} Q. You doT 
A. Yes, I do. 
Q. Is she a friend of yours Y 
A. I wouldn't say she is a friend. 
Q. Do you remember seeing her around in public places t 
.A. Not as I recall. 
Q. Where did you see her? · 
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A. Going down the street. 
Q. Have you ever seen her going down the street with 
Hugh Williamson f 
A. No,.sir. 
Q. You never have°l 
A. No .. 
Mr. Kearney : Now, if Your Honor please, tI1is line of 
examination is absolutely improper. It is in the record, aud 
I waited for it to come in before I objected, but we might 
as well have this issue out right now. This effort on the 
part of the Commonwealth to get in the record this improper 
testimony in order that the jury might draw some inference 
that the evidence does not justify is something that is abso-_ 
Iutely improper and cause for a. mistrial, and if it is insisted 
on I am going to have to make a motion. 
The Court: I will strike out the last question and answer. 
Up to that time I see no.thing wrong. The last 
page 187 ~ question is improper and I wiII strike that out, 
the last question and answer. 
Mr. Baker: In view of his answer, if Your Honor please, 
it is needless to object or to make any argument over the 
ruling, but there was a definite purpose in the question. 
The Court: I think that question is improper. 
Mr. Baker: I think if it were properly tied up it would 
be proper, but in view of the answer there is no point in 
argument. 
The Court: That is 1ight . 
. MARY HENRY (Colored), 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as follows: 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. Your name is Mary Henry Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How old are you Y 
A. Thirty-five. 
Q. Where do you Ii ve Y 
A. Petersburg. 
Q. What relation are you to Hugh Williamson f 
A. Sister.. . 
page 188 ~ Q .. You knew his wife, Helen Williamson! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have yon known her? 
A. I knew her when they married. 
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Q. Did you know her before they married? 
A. No. 
Q. On occasions have you ever visited their home or have 
they ever visited your hornet 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You say you live in Petersburg now. Where were you 
living on the 30th of June of this year Y 
A. With Helen and Hugh. 
Q. You lived with Helen and Hug·h1 
A. Yes, sir. Q. "\V'hereabouts? 
A. On Sawyer's Swamp Road. 
Q. All right, now, how did you happen to be down there 1 
A. Helen wrote me a letter and · told me that tl1ere was 
a good job here at Fort Eustis, a.nd they were hiring people 
at the laundry and it wonld be a good chance for me to make 
some money if I wanted to work, and if I wanted to come down 
she would see the superintendent and give llim my name and 
address, and I came down. 
. Q. How did you come down t 
pa~;e 189 ~ A . .She c~me bark on the 8th of .June to my 
mother's. 
Q. And who came clown in the car with you and Helen 1 
A. Just the two of ns and a cousin of hers which she 
brought up with her. 
Q. Which cousin was that? 
A. I don't remember. 
Q. A man or a woman 7 
A. A boy. 
Q. So you came down on the 8th of June, and where did 
you go after you got hP-re f 
A. To their home. 
Q. Did H;ugh come up with .her to get you 7 
A. He had to work. she stud. 
Q. Did you ask )1er' why he wasn ·t with her? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. The reason she gave why he was not with her was that 
he had to work Y 
A. He had to work. 
Q. ·when you g·ot to their home was Hugh there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. vVhere did Helen stay wl1en you were there? 
A. She stayed there. 
Q. Did she stay there every night¥ 
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A. Every night until about four or five days before this 
happened. 
page 190 }- Q. Now, on the nig·ht that you came back, on 
the night or foe day that she brought you down 
from Petersburg·, what time did you. get back at their home 
on Sawyer's Swamp RoadY 
A. I don't remember the exact time, but it was near dark. 
Q. And·where did you stay, did you stay there that night? 
A. Sure. . 
Q. How many bedrooms are there in that house Y 
.A.. 'J~wo. 
Q. And what bedroom did she st.ay in in that house? 
A. She stayed in her room, . the room in the front. 
Q. With whom? 
A. In the room on the front was hers, she stayed--
Q. Who else was there with her Y 
A. Her and her husband, Hugh. 
(~. Her and Hugh Y 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. And where did you stay with the children Y 
A. In the back room. 
Q. And she spent the nig·ht there Y 
. A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did she continue to stay on thf're? 
A. Yes, she stayed on every night there. 
Q. You know her mother, do you, Carrie Jordan! 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 191 }- Q. Did you get a job up at Eustis with herY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Ho,v would you g·o to work? 
A. I would ride witl1 a lady that would pass Helen's 
mother's every morning·, because Helen had a-
Q. How would you get from the home that you and Hugh 
and Helen all or.cupied on Sawyer's Swamp Road over to 
Helen's mother's homeY 
A. We would get up and Helen and I would drive over 
there in the morning. 
Q. In whose car would you drive from Carrie tT ordan 's 
place. up here? . . 
A. All I can remember, it was Mrs. Tabor. 
Q. Mrs. Talbor? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know who else drove up in the car with you ·f 
A. One of her daughters, and I don't know the other one. 
Q. This woman's name, Tabor's daughterY 
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A. Yes. . 
Q. And the other one you didn't 1mow7 
A. No. 
Q. Who rode up in the car ·with Helenf · 
A. Her mother.· 
Q. Did Helen's mother work up at Eustis also t 
page 192} A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. And Helen used to take you over to her 
n1other 's home Y 
.A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. And then she w?uld already have a load to carry over 
:from here up to Eustis t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And in the party she carried was her mother f 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. And who else Y 
.A. Leola was one, I. don't remember the others. 
Q. Leola Lovett was one f 
A. Yes, sir. , 
Q. On the four or five days before this thing happened 
you said she hadn't spent the nights there at Hugh's house, 
is' that right? 
A. No. 
Q. Did she give any re a.son for it f . 
. A. She said they had ~· m~sunderstanding, that she would 
stav with her mother for a while. . Q. Was that about her buying a car, do you knowf 
A. I don't know.. · 
Q. Did she come over to Hugh's house then at any timet· 
..lt. She was· there every day. 
Q. Wbat time woulcl she come overt 
page 193 } A. She would rome in the morning and get me 
and take me around to her mother's, then she 
would bring me back from her mother's in the afternoon and 
spend the afternoon with us. · 
Q. You don't know "'here she spent those last four or five 
nights! 
.A. No. 
Q. But are you positive that for the :first two and a half 
"\Veeks that you were there that she spent every n~g·ht there 
in Hugh Williamson's home! , 
A. I 3Ill. 
Q. .And she took you each morning oYer to her mother's . 
home? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q . .And there you. got in tbe'woman Tabor's car and went 
to work? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What time would you get off in the afternoon Y 
A. Four o'clock. · 
Q. How would you get from Eustis down to Big Bethel Y 
A. This woman would be there to meet me there in the 
afternoon. 
Q. The woman would bring you back t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And where would she leave you out there? 
A. At Helen's mother's. 
page 194 ~ Q. At Helen's mother's homel 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How would you get from Helen's mother's over to 
Helen's home? 
.A. Helen would take me over there. 
Q. When she got over there dicl she and Hugh seem to be 
friendly or unfriendly Y 
' A. They were friendly. 
· Q. Did they talk all right¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did they g·et along an rightT 
A. To me they did, yes. 
Q. Well, now, where were yon working on the 30th of 
JuneY 
A. .A.t Fort Eusti,s. 
Q. Had Helen been by the hou~e that morning to get you 
to go over to her mother's Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who had brought you that afternoon from her mother's 
over to her home 7 
A. She walked with me from Mitchell's store there to her 
house, because she left the car in Leola Lovett's yard. 
Q. That is the day of the shooting¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. She left her car in Leola Lovett 's yard¥ 
page 195 }- A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And walked from there down to Mite.hell's 
store, and then from Mitchell'~ store down to her and Hugh's 
home, is that right? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was Hugh there when yon all g·ot in1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did there seem to be any ill-feeling· at all between them¥ 
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A. No. 
Q. Well, now, how lon!r did you continue to stav on here 
after the shooting took place? " 
A. I don't remember the exact date we left, but I think 
it was about two and a half weeks la.ter after the shooting. 
Q. Then what dicl you do 1 . 
A. I went to Petersburg. 
Q. Where axe you working up there? 
A. eamp Lee. · 
Q. Did you transfer from Fort Eustis to Camp Lee 1 . 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you seen Helen's mother ~dnce that time? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. :bJxcept here in court 1 
.A.. No, sir. 
page 196 ~ Q. Have you written her 1 
A. Yes, I wrote her. 
Q. Wl1at for? 
.A. I .wanted to see if my ratings from ,,vashington had 
be~n sent to her address. 
Q. You mean your Civil Rervice ratings 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did· she answer that letter? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How many times did you write her? 
A. I wrote her twice to my knowledge. 
Q. Well, now, on the day of the shooting then, Helen had 
come by there tha.t morning and got you and took you ov~r 
to her mother's home, and you got in this car and drove on 
up to Eustis, is that righH 
A. That is rig-ht. 
Q. Do you know where she spent the night before? 
A. Well, I don't know whC're she spent the night. 
Q. Did she spend it there in her husband's home? 
.• A .• No, sir. 
Q. You don't know where she spent it¥ 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. Do you know where sl1e spent any other nights that 
she wasn't there f 
A. No, sir. 
page 197 } Q. How did she happen to come up and get you 
on the 8th of June? · 
A. We had corresponded and she told me about this job, 
and I told her I could come down on the 8th of eT une. 
Q. Was the presence of your husband and yourself and 
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the _two children there in anywise objectionable to her that 
you know ofY 
A. No. 
Q. Did you and Helen ever have any arguments! 
A. No, sir. . 
Q. Rael Hug·h and Helen ever had anv argument in your 
presence that you knew anything about; · · 
A. Not that I know of. 
Q. Did she ever make any complaint about the fact that 
you and your husband and two children were there in the 
house? 
A. No. 
· Q. At whose sug·gestion was it that you c.ame down, you 
say? 
A. It was· their suggestion that I come down. 1She did all 
the writing. 
Q. She did all the writing? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And she came up ancl got youY 
A. Yes. 
Q. And some young boy that is a cousin of hers 
page 198 ~ was with herY 
- A. Yes, sir. 
CROSS EXA.MlNATION. 
Bv Mr. Baker: 
WQ. Mary, you say that Helen stayed in the home with Hugh 
every night up until four or five nights before the shooting 
took: place Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you remember when your husband came to Newport 
News? 
A. It was two weeks after I bad been here. I think it 
was the 22nd of June. · 
Q~ You had been there two weeks? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long had you been there when the shooting took 
place! · 
A. Three weeks. 
Q. You l1ad been here three weeks Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. "That day did he come on, do you knowT 
A. He came on a Sunday. I don't remember the exact 
date, I think it was the 22nd. 
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Q. Do you remember wheu was the last night Helen stayed 
in the house Y 
A. It was the night that niy 4ushand came, she was there·. 
Q. She wais therei 
page 199 } A. Yes, sir. 
· Q. Did she stay there any more after your hus-
band cameY 
A. I don't think so. 
Q. Tell me this, Mary, were you aware of the fact that 
there was any trouble between Hugh and Helen Y 
.A. No. 
Q. Yiou never had heard of any trouble, · 
.A. She had said they hatl a little misunderstanding and 
she wa.s going to her mother's. . 
Q. "'\"Vhen did she say thaU 
A. S.he said tha.t on the night sl1e left. 
Q. But she ne·r-er complained to you before that time 7 
A. No. 
Q. In any way, 
A. No. 
Q. You were known to Helen as "Sis", isn't that right, 
A. YesJ sir. 
Q. "\Vhen you wrote to her you sig-ned your name "Sis", 
isn't that right, 
A. Sometimes. 
Q. I warn you, Mary, that I intend to eonfradict you. You 
a.re positive, now, that no complaint was ever made to you 
by Helen of the conduct of Hugh? . 
A .. Helen said she had a misunderstanding with Hug·h. 
Q . .And that was· the night 3he left1 
page 200} A. She had mentioned that once .before. 
Q. When did she mention it before? · 
A. I don't remember. 
Q. You don "t remember when she mentioned it before!· 
A. No. 
Q. Was- it while you wore here f . 
A. I don't remember whethGr it was or not. I never paid 
any attention to it. . 
Q. Is this your writing! 
A.. I don't know. 
Q. Do you know whether that is your writing or noU . Is 
that your name? 
A.. My name is Mary. 
Q. You sign your letters "Sis", I believe you said 1 
A. I think ,sometimes I do. 
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Q. Did you ·sign your name '~Sis'' at this time? You have 
read enoug·h of that to tell whether you wrote it or not., 
haven't yon t 
Mr. Kearney: She is entitled to read the whole thing, if 
Your Honor please. 
Bv :Mr. Baker : 
0 Q. Is that yoursf 
A. Yes. 
page 201 -~ 
Q. ·when did you write tbis letter to Helen f 
A. I don't remember-away back. 
Mr. Baker: Suppose you read this to the jury yourself 
.Mary. 
Mr. Kearney: I object to he1~ reading it to the jury. 
Mr. Baker: I would be glad to read the contents, which 
I intend to rely on to contradfot her. · 
The Court: Did she idcntifv it as hers! 
Mr. Baker: Yes, Your Honor. 
The Court : All right. 
Lawyer Newsome: There is no contradiction here. The 
question was whether that woman had told her about any 
misunderstanding. . 
The Court : Let me see the letter. 
Lawyer Newsome : 'She said she had told her there was 
some misunderstanding·. There is no contradiction there. 
The Court: Except for the purpose of contracli.ction the 
letter would be clearly inadmissible, and inasmuch as she 
admits that she did tell hei- there was a misunderstanding 
between them, I do not think the letter contradicts that. l 
do not think the letter is admissible for that purpose, and it 
could not be admissible for any other purpose. 
Note : Counsel for the prosecution and the de-
page 202 ~ f endant argued . the question a.t some length. 
Mr. Ba~er: I withdraw the question. 
Bv Mr. Baker: 
· Q. Now, you say Helen came by your house where you 
were staying with Hu~h and picked you up and carried you 
to her mother's; that 1s after she had left and went to her 
mother's? 
A. Yes, sir. • 
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Q. She still continued to come to the house and pick you 
up? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And prior to that time, while she was living· there, you 
and He.Jen would get up and drive around the corner to her 
mother's, and there you would ~:et out and get into another 
car, and Helen would ride by, is that correct? 
A. That is right. 
Q. Did you ever st9p for gasoline on the way f 
.A. The lady bought her own ~as. . 
Q. Did Helen ever F:top on the way from Hugh's house to 
her mother's house f 
A. Did she ever ston? 
Q. Yes, in the morning1 
A. Yes, some morning·s: once or twice. 
Q. Who served you? 
A. I don't know, some kid at the store, I guess. 
Q. vVbere did you stop? -
pag·e 203 ~ A. At 1\fitchell 's store. 
Q. At Mitchell's store! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did Mr. Mitchell ever seryc you with gasoline? 
A. I never bought any gas. 
Q. You were in the car with Helen 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did Mr. Mitchell ever serve Helen Y 
-4.... I don 't'know. I never paid any attention to who served 
the gas. 
Q. Wbo was it you say rode in the ca.r with Helen Y 
A. Her mother, and I think her cousin's lrnshand or uncle 
-I mean uncle-'s wife, I think; I don't. know the people. 
Q. How many people did ride in the car with Helen, do 
you know that? · 
A. I don't remember the number that rode, but she said 
she had a load. 
Q. What was the capacity of I1er car? 
A. A 5-passenger car. 
Q. A 5-passenp;er car? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know how long she had had iU 
A. No. 
Q. Did she bRve it when you came here! 
page 204 ~ A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know how many cars Hugh William-
son had at that time? 
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A. Yes. 
Q. How many did he have Y 
A. He had a Chevrolet. 
Q. Did he have another cart 
A. Yes, he had a Ford. He said he had. I never ~aw it. 
Q. Who told you that he had two cars Y · 
A. She told me that -he had. 
Q. Didn't you just say that he- hacl two cars, that he said 
iU 
A. She told me that they ha.d two care:. 
Q. Did Hugh ever tell you that he had a Chevrolet and a -
Ford! 
A. I didn't ask him. 
Q. Didn't you just say that he said he had this Ford, but 
you never saw it! 
Mr. Kearney: I don't think so. 
Bv Mr. Baker: 
· Q. So then it was your understanding that Hugh and Helen 
between them had three automobiles, is that right? 
A.. Yes, they had three f.!ars between them. 
Q. And how many members were there in the family? 
A. Just two. 
page 205 t Q. Two Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know the name of the woman that you rode 
with! 
A. All I know is l\frs. Tabor, that is bow we called her. 
That is what I called her. Helen introduced me to her. 
Q. Do you know whether or not all of the people that rode 
in thei car with Helen ·were relatives of hers? 
A. I don't know. 
HUGH vVILLIA'1\1fSON (Colored), 
the d~f endant, being first c1uly sworn, testified · as follows : 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. Your name is Hugh Williamson? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How old are you, Hug·h? 
· A. Twenty-seven years of age. 
Q. "Where do you live Y 
A. I am living now in Portsmouth, Virginia. 
Q. Whereabouts in Por~smonth? 
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A. 1903 Green Street. 
. Q. How· long have you been living over there! 
page 206 ~ .A. I have been living over there some time, 
about the 12th of Au~ust. 
Q. Have you been working while you have been living in 
Portsmouth 1 
A. I was employed by the Norfolk Navy Yard. 
Q. That is located in Portsmouth? 
.A. Portsmouth, Virginia. 
Q. In what capacity are you employed there? 
A. I am a leading rigger. 
Q. A leading .rigger? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you employed there now Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you have been employed there since the 12th of 
A.ug11st? 
A. I was employeq. tl1ere the week before the 12th, but I 
came back and forth to Newport News until I got me a room 
over there. · 
- Q. S·o you have been employed over there since the 5th 
of AugusU 
A. Something like thait. 
Q. And you are also known as a rigger, leading rigger 
man! 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is your rate of pay¥ 
. page 207 } A. My rate of pay is $1.06 an hour. . 
Q. Before going to Portsmouth to work and 
before working· in the .Portsmouth Navy Yard, where did you 
live, 
A. Before I went over there, pef ore this trouble occurred, 
I was living at my residence ~p here near Big Bethel. 
Q. Where were you born 1 . 
A. I was born in Prince George County, Virginia,. three 
miles out of Petersburg. 
Q. Where did you g;o to school? 
A. I went to a school in the rural district, and then I went 
over to Peters burg Hig·h Scl100I. 
Q. How hig·h did you go in sehool? 
A. I was promoted to the third year. 
Q. Then what did you doY 
.A. I came out and worked around on a farm, different 
places. The first one I went from back to Virginia State 
College and worked on a state farm over there with that 
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Q·entlema.n over there (indicating).· I vrnrked during the 
summer season with him selling vegetables, ancl then the fol-
lowing- winter I came home and worked around in the wood 
yard there with my mother, and early the next spring I worked 
around on a farm in that Yicinity. 
Q. You worked around there until you came down here? 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 208 t Q. ,vhen did yon <1ome clown here t 
A. I came down here in August, 19HO, directly 
after that ihig storm. 
Q. ,VI1ere did you go to live here 1 
A. There was a lady from PeterRhurg lived down here, she 
was up to some of her relations-
Q. Wbat was her name T 
A. Vaughan. 
Q. Where did she Ii ve f 
A. She· lived out here on Scones Dam Road. 
Q. Where did you work when you came down here f 
A. Her hushancl wa:s farming and he was working different 
times cutting hay. After I came down here I worked with 
him on this farm cutting- hay. 
Q. ,vhere did you go to work after that? 
A. After that I went to work for Mr. Henry Wright plumb-
'ing. I worked for him for quite a while. 
Q. Where did you go to work then 7 
A. Then I went to work for Mrs. C. B. Riley, on a Boston 
berry farm, it was a new berr)1 , she brought the plants in 
and was intending to sell berries there. · 
Q. How long -did you work for her 1 
A. I worked for :M:rs. Riley around-it was a little better 
than a year. 
Q. Then where did you go to work T 
page 209 r A. "When I left Mrs. Riley I went to the Ship-
yard. 
Q. In what department were you¥ 
A, I was hired in the rig·g·er department in the .Shipyard. 
Q. How long did you work there 1 
A. I worked at the Shipyard until this time, until June 
'29th of this year. 
Q. You worked in the riggers' department all of that time Y 
A. No, sir, I worked for the rig·g·ers' department around 
about, as close as I recall it would be around two years, 
two and a half years as near as I could get, something like 
that. 
Q. Where did you go to work then Y 
\: 
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A. I was transferred to the transportation department. . 
Q. Is tha.t where you were working at the time this trouble 
occurred? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who wa.s your boss in that department Y 
A. Mr. Hayes wa.s my boss. 
Q_. What was your rate of pay there? 
A. J\fy rate was 74c an hour. 
Q. Now, when did you get married Y 
A. I was married in June, 19136, June 30th, I think, 1936. 
Q. June or July? 
pag,e 210 r A. July 30, 19'36. 
Q. July 30, 1936? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ,And you married this gir 1, Helen Jordan Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. How long had you known her! 
A. I had been keeping company with her, I imagine, for 
about over twelve months. 
Q. Let me a.sk you, this. Have you ever been arrested any-
where? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. At any time, for any offense Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Until you surrendered to the police for this shooting·? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. This is the first time you have ever been arrested any-
where for any offense? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q .. You and Helen Jordan were married on July 30, 1936, 
you say? 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Where did you go to live a.t the time you were married? 
ried? 
A. We was married at her mother's and we 
page 211 r lived there at the home. 
Q. ·wbere were you working at that time Y 
A. At this particular time I was working for Mrs. C. B. 
Riley. 
Q. "\Vhat pay were you getting? 
A. $1.50 a day. 
Q. What pay did you get when you · first came down in 
August, 19337 
A. $16.00 a month. 
Q. $4.00 a week Y 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you boarded with the people· you were working 
fort 
A. They gave me my board and lodging. 
Q. After you were married to Helen you went to live with 
her people! 
A. Yes, with her mother. 
Q. How were the expenses there in the household taken 
care of? 
A. Well, her father was living when we first was mar-
ried, and for instance if the grocery bill was $12.00, I would 
give him $5.00. I offered to pay room rent there, and he 
wouldn't accept any. He told me it was very nice, to go 
ahead, I wasn't making much money, to give him part, what 
I could, and try to get somewhere for my wife and myself. 
He gave me good advice. 
p~e 212 ~ Q. How long did_ he live after you and the 
daughter were married? · 
A. He lived approximately six months after I was mar-
ried. 
Q. How many children did he leave there ati "the home other 
than your wife T 
· A. He left four children and one little small infant baby 
.ru week old. 
Q. He died a week after the child was born 1 , 
A. Yes, something like that. 
Q. · Did you continue to live on there after he died Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who took care of the household expenses then t 
A~ Well, there wasn't anyone working in the house but 
me at this particular time. 
Q. None of the children were old enough to work? 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. How about Clifton or Elijah, the other boy Y 
A. No, they were unskilled at that time. There wasn't 
anyi of them old enough to go out for work at this1 particular 
time. 
Q. Did you take care of all the expenses of the house, or 
part of them? . . . . , 
A. I taken care of part of it, sometimes I would pay more 
than part. 
page 213 ~ Q. ·what do you mean by part? 
A. I w-ould pay half of it, half the groceries. 
Q. You continued to live there for how long! 
/ 
I 
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A. I lived there then for probabaly-I imagine, as close 
a.s I could come to it, around fourteen or sixteen months. 
Q. After the time· you were· married, or after his death Y 
A . .After his death. 
Q. ·when you left there had any of the children gone to· 
work then? 
A. Yes, sir, the oldest boy had g·ot -a job up there at Mr. 
Hiden 's. He was too young to go to the Shipyard, and I 
think some -of the older gentlemen up there got him on at 
Mr. Hiden's. 
Q. During the time you lived there did you and he have 
any trouble?· 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ha:ve any trouble with any of her familyt 
.A. No, sir, all of them treated me fine. 
Q. Did you have any trouble with her mother! 
A. No, sir, I didn't have any trouble with her mother. 
Q. Did you ever have ·any argument with her mother? 
A. No, sir, I never had any argument with her mother. 
Q. You g·ot along all right then? 
· A. Yes, sir. 
page 214'} Q. Where did you go to live after you left 
thereY 
A. ·when I left there I went to Aberdeen, to the Aberdeen 
Gardens, and you know the house out there. 
Q. ·why did you go out there Y 
A. Well, I went out. there to see the manager out there, 
Mr. Walker, and he told me- · 
Q. Don't tell what he told you. Why did you go up to 
Aberdeen! 
A. I went out there under the impression that after rent--
ing a year the rent that I had paid would be tur}!.ed over 
as a down payment on the home I was renting., and I could 
buy the place. · · 
Q. How long did you live up there Y 
A. Eleven months. 
Q. Who lived out there with you? 
· A. N obodv but my wife and mvself. 
Q. You and your wife got along all right out there, did 
youT 
A. Yes; we got along all right. . 
Q. Who furnished the home out there? 
A. I bought part of my furniture and some of the furniture 
I got from Aberdeen. 
Q. You mean they furnished part of the furniture? 
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A.' Yes, sir. 
Q. The· people who operated the project out there¥ 
· A.. Yes, sir. 
page 215 ~ Q. After you had been out there• eleven months, · 
did you find out whether you could buy the prop-
ertv or not? 
A. Yes, sir. He told me-I got the opinion from Mr. 
Walker that it would be at least twenty years before I eould 
get a deed to the property out there reg·ardless of how quick 
you paid for it, that the Government wouldn't give a. deed 
for twenty years. I told him that was a little too long to 
- try to buy a place in case I needed a little change in the 
future. 
Q. Where -did you move from there 1 
A.. After I left Aberdeen Gardens I moved down on Back 
River Road with my wife's grandparents. 
Q. Right on Back River Road 1 
A. No, sir, just about one mile off the highway. 
Q·. Whereabouts off the highway is that road Y 
A.. It is I imagine about 3~ miles out of Hampton. 
Q. ·who were the people that you went down there with! 
A. They were my wife's gTandparents. 
Q. Why did you go do,wn there? 
A. ·well, my wife's aunt that was living there with the 
gTandp,a.rents, she died, or he died. 
Q. Your wife's aunt's husband died f 
A. Yes, and there wasn't anyone there but the two older 
people. 
page 216 } Q. How old were they! 
A. I imagine around eighty, something· like 
that. 
Q. Did either one of them work? 
.A. No, sir, none of them was able to work. 
Q. Who else lived there in the house besides the two old 
folks! 
A.. My ,vife 's aunt by marriage and two kids. 
Q. How old were those children? 
A. Tlhey were just two school kids, I imagine about ten 
or twelve, something like that. ' 
Q. Who took care of the house there, now! 
A. When I moved in her and I ag·reed together on it, and 
· I 8;gTeed to pay half the grocery bill and pay the ice bill and 
things like that. 
Q. Half of the household expenses, is that right? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Living there at that time was her grandparents and 
her aunt by marriage and the two children Y 
A. Yes, -sir. 
Q. And you and your wife f 
A. Yes, sir. 
· Q. And you and your wife paid half the expenses Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long did vou stay down there Y 
A. I imagine we stayed down there about seveu 
page 217 ~ months or eight months, something like that. 
Q. "Why did you leave clown there Y 
A. Well, the road-it was one mile off of the, highway, and 
during the winter season I couldn't drive my car back and 
forth to go- to work. 
Q. 1'7hat was her grandp·arents' name.? 
A. Mr. Hawkins. 
Q. You say. you couldn't drive your car back and forth? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. To get from the house out to the Back River Road, is 
that rig·htf 
A. Yes, sir, and then the aunt by marriage she. was get-
ting· ready toi get mariied, and her grandparents were going-
to Aberdeen to live with the son. 
Q. The woman whose husband had died and as a reason 
you went down there, she was going to get married ag·ain? 
A. Yes, sir. 
_ Q. And her grandparents were going up with a son at 
Aberdeen? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then where did you go to live? 
A. I g·ot a room here in Hampton. 
Q. Did your wife come with you Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you go to live? 
pa.ge 218 ~ A. 913 King Street, Mrs. Laura Sproule. 
Q. How long· did you live there? 
A. Until I built my home. I think I moved in in Novem-
ber last year. 
Q. Did you and your wi~e have any difficulty during the 
time you lived out there with her grandparents Y 
A. No, sir, we got along ·fine. 
Q. Did you have a.ny difficulty with her during the time 
you lived at Laura Sproule's7 
A. No~ sir. 
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Q. How long did you live at Laura Sproule'sY 
A. I couldn't exactly say. I know I lived there until I 
built my home, and I think it was some time in November. 
Q. Where did you move to? 
A. I moved to my home that I built out at Big Bethel 
Q. ·what kind of a home did you build out there? 
A. l built a 5-room house and the space for a bath, but I 
had been working for a plumber, and I knew how to put in 
my own :fixtures. I worked with a plumber, Mr. Henry 
Wright. 
Q. ·what did the house cost you? 
~- Well, it cost me around twenty-seven or twenty-eight 
hundred dollars, I just don't remember the exact figures. 
Q. Did that include the loM 
page 219 }-· A. Nq, sjr, that was excluding· the- lot. 
Q. v\There did you get your: lot from? 
A. I boug·ht mv lot from 'Mr. Wilbur Renick, Williamsburg. 
Q. Wbat was the condition of the lot you bought? · 
' A. When I boug·ht it, it was all grown up- in woods. 
Q. · Tell the jury what you did there? 
A. ·when I bought this place I went up there and eut all 
that small undergrowth down, and the small trees I could cut 
with an axe evening·s after coming from the Shipyard. My. 
wife rode up with me. 
Q. Did she help you Y 
A. vV ell, she helped pile up some of the grass. 
Q. She did help you? 
A. She did the best that she could do as a woman, and 
after I got all the small gT11ss c.ut and stuff I could cut with 
an axe, I hired a gentleman up there to come and saw down 
the large wood and split it into cord wood, and I went up 
_there in the afternoon and piled this wood up on the side 
of my lot, and then I went up near Hilton Village up, there 
where a fellow would blast the stumps, and I paid him $25~00 
to come down and blast all those large stumps; some of them 
would measure two and ai half or -three feet across the stump. 
Note: At this point the Court declared a recess for five 
minutes. 
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By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. vYe had gotten to the point where you got this man to 
come down and blow the stumps up, and then what happened 7 
.l\.. I went up to see him, and he came down on a Saturday 
afternoon and bl owed the stumps up. I hired a boy up there 
because I was working. 
t~. \Vho did you hire? 
A. Haywood Lovett. 
Q. ·who is he? · 
A. Mrs. Leola Lovett. is his mother, her son, I paid him to be 
there with this gentleman t.hat Saturday afternoon to help him 
bore the holes under the stumps, because I was working, and 
so they came down and blowed the stumps up, and I paid him 
$25.00 to blow the stumps np, and I think I gave- Haywood a 
couple of dollars, I dis·remember. ·well, the stumps was all 
wet and after that I imagine it left a hole about sh'. feet, :five 
or '.six feet, somewhere about that, I couldn't rake the dirt off 
of those ,stumps because they were wet, and I had to wait a 
week for them to dry some, and after it got dry a little bit I 
went up and got an old pick, I picked and raked the dirt what. 
I could from aroun,1 the roots of those stumps. 
page 221 r Q. Did your wife go up there with your 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did she help you? 
.l\.. She waf,; raking up around the yard and doing the best 
sl1e could piling up a little grass and little things back there. 
'l,his happened in the afternoon after leaving the Yard. It 
was right on .the highway and you couldn't blow the stumps 
clear of the hole, you had to put enough dynamite under them 
to turn them up, and I had an old A-model Ford at this par-
ticular time, and I hooked my Ford on it and pulled a little 
bit. and I got the roots underneath, I could get on the side 
until I could take this old Ford and get as much dirt out as 
I could and pull it on the side of the hill. After I got them 
cleaned up, after it got dark nights, I woula take my Ford 
and tie it onto one and pull it over on the other side of my 
lot. Mr. Renick owned the lot, a private family owned it, and 
I pjled them on the side and burned them. Then I went down 
just beyond the churc,h ah?ut two a!l,d a half miles beyond my 
house~ there wa.s an Italian workmg for the State hauling 
dirt on the county road. 
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Q. Is that Mr. Trivellin f . . 
A. Yes. I asked him to haul some dll't for me, he had a 
rake and g9t a new truck, and he told me that he would, but 
he wo111d have to haul it -in the afternoon, so between him and 
I he agreed to haul the dirt. Well, he agreed to 
page 222 } . haul the dirt for me to $1.50 a load pro~iding I 
would come every afternoon after gettmg off 
from the Yard and help him haul the dirt, so I did, I would 
drive my car down to his place and park it and get in the truck 
with his son and we would haul the dirt up to my place and 
take it as close to those holes as we could. After getting dark, 
I would put the lights on J.TIY Ford and throw the dirt in those 
holes after this boy had gone home, and I took it and piled 
it up the best I could in the boles. From time to time after I 
got this dirt hauled little small stumps a:rtd old roots, I would 
grab those stumps up after I come from the Yard, trying to 
get a place to fix a spot for my house. 
Q. Did your wife go with you on those occasions Y 
A. Yes, she went with me on some of them, until along 
towards the- last just before I laid the foundation for my 
house she g,ot a job at Old Point, Fort Monroe. . 
Q. Did she work before that during the time you were mar-
ried? 
A. No, sir, she only worked up to Hilton Village som·etimes 
when they had a week, sometimes day work for some people 
who asked her if she wanted a day's work. 
Q. She <lid day's work llefore she went to work at Old Point 
oecasionally f 
.... ~. Yes, sir. ,, 
Q. So that was the first regular job s·he had had 
page 223 ~ during the time you were married Y 
A. Yes, that is the first regular job she had had. 
Q. w·hen did she go to work at the laundry, do you know? 
A.. I disremember the exac.t date. It was after I had cleaiied 
these stumps off, and it was some time during the time when 
the foundation of my house was laid. 
Q. You got the land all cleared up and gave the contract for 
your home, is that right f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. "\Vhom did you give the contract to 1 
A. I gave the contra.ct to the Lattimer contractors, in 
Hampton. 
Q. La.ttimer Brothers Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. They built your home, a 5-room bungalow there? · 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you have a back porch Y 
A. Yes, back aud front. 
Q. Front porch? 
.li. Yes, brick steps on the front. 
Q. That led out on the Sawyer's Swamp Road? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 1Vhen did you move in there, Hugh f 
A. I moved in there, it was during the month of 
page 224 r November last year, I disremember t.he exact date. 
Q. Did you have water in the house? 
A. I didn't llave water in the house, but I had bought my 
pipe and had ran it fr.om the roa(i up to my back porch: 
Q. ""\\7110 · did that for you 1 
A. I did it myself. 
Q. You did the plumbing work yourself i 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then what happened T 
· A. I had the .pipe, but by working in the Shipyard at this 
particular time, I was working then, and when I would get 
home sometimes I would get to work at seven o'clock, some..; 
times it was eight o'clock when I got home, sometimes nine, 
sometimes ten, just when I would get off, but my regular shift 
was from seven to four, but we was working overtime on a 
job they didn't have but ninety days on and they were work-
ing from Reven to six on. Wben I sta.rted in the Shipyard 
sometimes Mr. Clarence he told me he wanted me to go down 
to a certain dry dock and work. 
Q. ·who is l\fr. Clarence? 
A. One of the quartermen in the Yard under Mr. Hayes. 
Q. Then what did you dot 
· A. I would go down and "Tork until he come down, some-
times I would work until-
Q. Then yon finally worked until you got the 
page 225 r land cleared up and gave the contract for your 
home? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q.· II ow much was the contract? 
A. "\Vell, the contra.et-we didn't exactly draw the eon tract 
right up, because I liad a little cash, and the window,s, the 
doors, and the top and the frame for the windows and the 
inside woodwork I paid for that cash, and the other, the rest, 
1.he remnants of it-the first sill that was laid, I disrememher 
what yon eall them-it would be the sills underneath the 
house, I wanted a pa.rticular kind under there, I can save, and 
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I bought that and pa.id for them, and the rest of it came to a 
thousand dollars, the remnants, so I bought that in a small 
building and loan for a thousand dollars in this building and 
loan in Hampton. · 
Q. You had to borrow part of the contract for your honie Y 
A. Yes, I had to borrow part of the contract for my home. 
Q. How about the furniture there for the home? 
A. I ha.d one living room suite and one bedroom suite. I 
bought the bedroom suite when I w:as married, and I bought 
the living room suite wheri I moved into Aberdeen Gardens. 




page 226 } A. I boug·ht a dinette set that cost me $125.00, 
I think, or a hundred and some dollars ; I bought 
a gas range, Tappan gas r~nge that cost me $137 .00, I think, 
and I bought a refrigerator that cost me $158.50; I bought 
un extra bed for my back bedroom, and I think that cost 
around about forty some dollars; I bought a mattress, I dis-
remember the exact price, and I taken half of this bedroom 
suite that I had and put half of it in another room, because I 
had a 4-piece bedroom suite, so I put the dresser in the bed-
room. I bought other kitchen things, the exact price I couldn't 
oxactly tell. 
· Q. Did you pay for the box and things cash Y 
A. No, I got that on the installment plan. 
Q. ·what were your payments a month on your home?. 
A. The payments was $13.76 a month. 
Q. What were you paying on the furniture Y 
l\.. I was paying Mr. Hartman $10.00 a month. 
l1. ·where was tha.t? 
A. That was where I bought the bedroom and kitchen 
things. The stove wais bought separately.· I bought that from 
the Rulane Gas Company out on Kec.oughtan Highway from 
Newport News to Hampton, and I paid them $4.82 a month 
on that. 
Q. ·what other payments did you have to make? 
-~· ~rhen I had a note on my Chevrolet was $22.50 a month 
· on that. 
page 227 ~ Q. You and your wife moved in out there when Y 
A. It was during the month of November, the 
( 1xa ct da.te I couldn't remember. · 
Q. ·what year, 1940T · 
A. yes, 1940. 
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Q. And you bought this furniture you told the jury about t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q~ And moved on in Y 
A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you move from Laura Sproule 's in Hampton Y 
A . .Yes, sir. 
Q. You were working at that time in the Shipyard! 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you working there at that time then? 
A. Yes, when I moved I was working overtime. I was get-
ting off a.round six o'clock and I wo-g.ld go out nights and 
work around in the house getting it straight, scraping the 
,vindows on the inside so I could move in, you lmow. 
Q. How did you and your wife get on after you moved in 
the house? · · 
A. ] 1ine up until this trouble occurred. 
Q. Now, she was working then, was she? 
A. Yes, she was working· at Old Point Laundry. 
page 228 } Q. W'hat was she making down there Y 
A. $10.00 a. week. 
Q. J" OU sa.i.d your payments on the automobile were twenty-
two do_llars and something! 
A . .And fifty cents a month, yes. 
Q. $22.50 a month? 
A. Yes. 
Q. What kind of a car did you ·have? 
A. I had a '37 Chevrolet. 
Q. And then you make mention of an A-model Ford, did 
you say? 
A. Yes, I bought an A-modet 
Q. How much was tha.t? 
A. This A-model Ford cost me $75.00 cash. I paid for that 
cash. 
Q. What did you do with that car? 
A. My wife was driving the '37 Chevie ha.ck and forth to 
Old Point, and I was carrying a loa.d of men to tpe Shipyard 
mornings in this old Ford, and then my brother-in-law would 
drive it back in .the afternoon, and he would either come back 
after me at six o'clock, and if I didn't get out then I would 
tell him to go on back and they would send me home from the 
Yard. 
Q. ··who would drive you back? 
A. My wife's brother. 
page 229 r Q. Which hoy Y 
A. Elijah. 
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Q. Who rode to work with you. t 
A. Mr. Thomas Round, Stanley Lovett, and one boy that 
used to live there on the road by the name of Harley ·winder, 
and then my wife's two brothers. Afterwards they picked up 
a load down the road and started driving themselves. 
Q. The.last time you worked there you were carrying people 
to work then Y ~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. "'\Vho rode with you that dayf 
A. The laR t day f 
(~. Yes, June 30th. . 
A. -On June 30th was Thomas Round, Harley Winder and 
Stanlev Lovett. 
Q. And you drove Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The two Jordan boys used their own car Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And they drove there in another car and had a load of 
their own, is that right f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And how long had it been since they had been driving 
with youY · 
A. As near as I could come to it, I guess it would be about 
four weeks. 
page 230 ~ Q. "\Vhat was this $75.00 Ford Model-A car, 
what vear model was iU 
A. It was a '30 model. 
Q. A '30 model! 
A. Yes. 
Q. You paid $75.00 for that 6l 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that is what you used to go back and forth to work 
in1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you carried these men f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did they pay you for carrying them 1 
A. Yes, they paid me. 
Q. ·what did they pay you Y 
A .. They would just give me $1.00 a week to help with my 
gas bill. 
Q. Well, now, your wife was working at that time a.t the 
laundry down at Fort Monroe, the Government laundry, is 
that right¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Hugh R. Williamson v. Commonwealth of Virginia 147 
Hugh Williamlw·n (Colored). 
Q. "\V11at hours was she working? 
A. She was supposed to· be at work at 3 :30, I think, and 
knock ,off at 11 :20. Anyway, she would get home hights at 
a quarter to twelve. 
page 231 ~ Q. How did she go to work and come back, 
from the time she went there in November until 
the time this happened? 
A. She droYe my car, '37 Chevrolet moael. 
Q. And where did you use to lmy gasoline, Hugh? 
A. ·well, one parking lot in Newport News that I used to 
park my car in. If you deal with that fellow, buy gas from 
him, he would let you park your car in his lot. I used to buy 
gas for my Ford and for my Chevrolet, I used to buy gas from 
Mr. J. C. Mitchell. My wife used to go up there and get it 
sometimes. 
Q. "\:\Tho paid for it? 
A. I did. 
Q. You dealt with Mr. Mitchell, ditl you? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been dealing with him? 
A. All the time I was up there with my wife's mother, and 
the whole time I was living in my home up there. I dealt with 
him the whole time I ·was living up in that neighborhood. 
Q. vVell, now, ·when did your wife buy this car of hers? 
A. She bought this car, as close as I could come- to it, it 
would be a.round about a month before this trouble occurred. 
Q. Around the first of June 1 
page 232 ~ A. Somewhere along around that. I couldn't 
say the exact date. 
Q. Now, Hugh, up until the first of May how did you and 
your wife get along 1 
A. Fine. 
Q. Did you ever have any .serious difficulty with her of any 
kind? 
A. No, sir, no more than just what little things come ·be-
tween man and wife, no.thing serious at all. _ 
Q. Did you ever beat her, or anything of that kind 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever threaten her ·with any gun Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever tell anybody you were going to shoot her 
or anybody else Y _ 
A. No, sir, I never told anybody anything like that. 
Q. About the first of l\fay of this year, you and your wife 
did have some difficulty, did you T 
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A. Yes sir, we did. 
Q. Is that the first serious difficulty you ever had during 
the time you lived together 7 
A. Yes, that was the first time. 
Q. Now, you tell the jury just what occurred at that time Y 
A. Well, on a. Monday afternoon-in fact, on 
page 233 r Saturday afternoon I worked in the Shipyard 
until I think it was around eigli:t o'clock. I had 
been paying Mr. Mitchell on Saturday afternoon for my gais 
bill. I was working late Saturday night, and then Sunday Mr. 
Mitchell's store was closed, and Monday I got up and went 
to work. Then on Monday I was off at four o'clock, and I 
said, '' "\Vell, I will go up and pay my gas bill.'' I went to Mr .. 
Mitchell's store, it isn't a quarter of a mile from my house, 
and after I gotten in the store I said, '' Mrs. · Mitchell, how 
much is my bill ·f '' So she walked over and got something she 
keeps 'the bills in, put it on the adding machine, and I dis-
remember the exact amount, but I think it was somewhere in 
the neighborhood of around $5.00, as near as I could come to 
it. I ran my hand in my pocket and pulled out my money and 
paid her a~cl got me a soda. Mrs. Mitchell said, ''Hugh, here 
is a telephone number that was called out here for Helen to 
call,'' so Mr~. :Mitchell says--well, I said my wife had been 
trying to get on days at ]fort Eustis, and I said, ''Maybe that 
is the gentleman ca.Jling her," because I did recall her saying 
a gentleman was going to call her and notify ber she was to 
see this fellow about getting on days, so Mrs. Mitchell says 
to me, she said, '' I thought it was you calling,'' so I said no, 
it wasn't me. "Why," I said, "I think it is the fellow that 
is calling her concerning the job at Fort Eustis.'' So I taken 
the telephone number. 
Q. What was the telephone number Y 
page 234 r A. 7 44-W. . 
Q. Newport News or Hampton? 
A. Hampton-I mean Newport News. 
Q. Newport NewsY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right. 
A. I taken this telephone number and -put it up and folded 
it inmy pocket. I knew her gas bill from Old Point Laundry 
· iback and forward wouldn't use up a dollar's worth of gas a 
day, that is the first time I had ever looked into that, so I taken 
this telephone number and went right straight back to the 
house and sat down in the house all alone by myself and 
commenced to thinking and looking at this telephone, so I 
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didn .,t know anyone in Newport News that I could even call,. 
that even had a telephone number that I could call, I didn't 
have any friends there that· had a telephone, I didn,'t know 
· anyone that had a telephone, so I commenced to thinking, 
''Now, who could this be Y '~ So I goes. to Newport News · 
right then, so I walked in a booth on 3oth Street and Chest-
nut Avenue that had a telephone directory hanging up in 
there. I taken this telephone directory, it was around about 
5 :30 in the afternoon, I walked in there and stood there awhile, 
and I taken the telephone direptory hanging directly on the 
inside and taken it down and put it in my pocket, puijed my 
jacket down over it and walked on out and came 
page 235} home. I got back home at around six o'clock. I 
. sat down. I taken this telephone book and started 
Newport News where the numbers first start- at, and I looked 
at each and every number from the beginni.ng of Newport 
News on through until I found this number 744-W. When 
I found this number, this number fitted a house on 30th 
Street in the 1200 block off Chestnut Avenue, and it wasn't 
in a man's name, Manley, but I didn't know what his wife's 
name was, it wasn't in his name, it was in his wife's name. 
I knew Manley who lived in this block that worked in the 
Yard and I was acquainted with him, and I looked-so I rode 
back through town that night, I got back in Newport News 
that night about ten o'clock to find this number, so I rode 
by a friend of mine that lived out at the end of 30th Street, 
and I rode by there, and I said .to him in a blind way-
Mr. Hope: I would like to have the benefit of this friend's 
name. · 
The Witness: {Continuing) This friend's name was George 
Williams, he lived on Oak Avenue right at the foot of 30th 
Street, so when I walked in to George's, George had been 
living in Aberdeen Gardens the second · door from me, and 
him and I had been friends during the time, and I knew him 
before I ~as ever married, he was living right in tl1e neigh-
borhood that I was living in, and he moved into 
page 236 } Newport News, so I went into his house and so 
I always run on and kid with him and his wife, 
and his wife says to me-well, my wife always called me 
Sugar Boy- .· 
Mr. Hope: I am going to object to all this conversation. 
The Court: Tell what took place. 
Mr. Kearney: Don't state what you· asked him. Just state 
what you did .after talking to him. 
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The Witness: (Continuing) After talking with George 
I turns around and goes on back home. He told me that 
this Manley-· , 
1'Ir. ;I{ea·rney: I don't want any hearsay. 
The Court: Don't tell what he told you. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. Let me ask you this. You found out where this telephone 
number 7 44-W was, did you °l 
A. Yes, sir. · . 
Q. Did you find out what kind of a business was conducted 
there at the place f 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. What kind of business do they conduct? 
A. Manley had boarders there and he taken in roomers 
there, and some fellows used to eat there, and then some of 
the fellows that ate there had friends coming 
page 237 ~ around visiting, I know. He did have roomers. He 
did have some men that used to take these girls 
there. 
Q. Just what did you doY · 
A. I goes on back home and I sits there until a quarter of 
twelve, when my wife came in from Old Point from work. 
She came in, I was sitting in the living room, so she said to 
me, "What's the matted Do you feel bad?" I said, "No". 
I sat there for five minutes or more. She went on in tlie 
room, in the bedroom~ She said, ''Aren't you going to bed Y '' 
I said, ''Yes, in a few minutes," so when I got up and walked 
on in the room wh~re she was, she was standing in front of 
the dresser. I said to her, "Helen", I said, "haven't I fixed 
a nice home here for you T" I said, '' Are you satisfied with 
your home and the way it is furnished and fixed up f '' She 
said to me, '' Yes. What's the matter?'' I still had this little 
slip of paper. I said, "Here is the telephone number that 
some fell ow called you up from Newport News for you to 
call this afternoon at twelve o'clock". So she said to me, 
"There ain't nobody calling me up". I said, ''l\tirs. Mitchell 
gave me the telephone number, that's all I know. She said 
a gentleman called up and said for you to call him". 
Mr. Hope: Your Honor, I don't know whether this con-
versation is admissible here or not. 
The Court: Between him and his wife? 
page 238 ~ Mr. Hope: Yes, sir. 
The Court: Take the jury out. 
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Note : The jury retired from the courtroom during argu-
ment. 
The Court (After argument): I will admit it. Bring the 
jury back. 
Note : The jury returned to the courtroom. 
Mr. Kearney: Continue on with your story, Williamson. 
The Witness: Well, I said to her, I said, ''Here is a num-
ber Mrs. Mitchell gave it to me'', and I told her the statement 
that Mrs. Mitchell told me. I said where did the. gentleman 
live that she was going to see concerning the job out to Eustis, 
and she told me Hilton Village. I hadn't said anything to 
her in regard to the place here that this telephone number 
was on 30th Street up until this present time, so she ran ahead, 
she said to me, "There ain't anybody calling me up. It's 
something you are trying to frame up''. I said, '' Here is the 
telephone number". I said, "Wait .a minute. This tele-
phone number is off of 30th Street, the 1200 block". I said, 
"Did you ever visit around that section Y" She said no. 
page 239 ~ By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. Do white people or colored people live in 
that section Y 
· A. Colored. So I said, ''Well, were you ever down to · 
Manley's house Y ',. So she said to me, ''Yes''. I said, ''You 
did? '' She said, ' 'Yes''. '' Did you meet anybody there Y' ' 
She said no, so she said-she ran ahead-I says, ''That's a 
nice way to do. This is a good thing to help build me up by 
you going out and having other friends and running around 
and having a big time on me while I am at work". So she 
said, "I don't have to take this". She says, "Come on, you 
can carry me on home". I says, ''Well, if that's the way you 
feel about it, 0. K." She said, "Will you carry me home?" 
I said, ''Sure''. The car was drove home, so I walked out 
and got in the car and drove down to her mother's. When 
we got there she was hot. Well, I told her, I says, "Well, 
that's all right," I says, "everything is just fine, go ahead 
your way, you got a life, now use it yourself''. So her mother 
said to me, hallooed out and said, "What's the matter?" 
I said, ''Nothing. Helen will tell you". She said, "Come 
here". I said, "No, I got to go to work in the morning. It 
is after twelve o'clock, I will try and sleep", I said, ''I will 
have to go to work in the morning and I am going on back 
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to the house and lie down'', so I . takes the car on out, so 
where I back the car out is her yard right off the 
page 240 ~ edge of the road, a guard was standing out there, 
so this guard said to me, ''When you drive in like 
that, pull a little farther in. They got us here watching this 
place''. · 
Q. Watching what placeY 
A. The Government Reservoir. 
Q. Was your car left right in front of the house Y 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was there a guard right in front of the house T 
A. Yes. When I was· backing out he walked up to the 
drive and said to me, "When you stop there, pull a little 
farther i1;1 the yard''. I thanked him. 
Q. Did you have any argument with your wife at that time Y 
A. No, sir. ' 
Q. Did you have any gun with you a.t that timeT 
·A. No, sir . 
. Q. Was there anything to prevent you from shooting her 
at home if you had wanted to i:,hoot her, or on the way to 
her mother's homeT 
A. No~ sir. 
Q. Was there anything to prevent you from shooting het 
at her mother's home, if you nad wanted to shoot her Y 
. A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you have any gun with you? 
A. No, sir. 
page 241 ~ Q. Did you make any attempt to shoot her? 
A. No, sir, only talk. 
Q. You talked to the guard and then drove on home? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All right, th~n what did you doY 
At When I got home I went on to bed, but I couldn't half 
sleep because it was on my mind, kind of worrying me, be-
cause I had just about built a new home and furnished it, and 
the price of the car was still on monthly payments, and I 
had all th~t to think about, and-well, probably I slept that 
night a couple of hours, three hours during the night. I 
got up next morning to go to work. I got in my ca.r arid car-
ried the men to work, and I turned around and came on back 
home. I said, ''Well, I have some· screens here, I will mess 
around and build some screens to keep the mosquitoes out''. 
I had bought the screen and woodwork, so I did that to kind 
of keep my mind-to keep myself going, so in the afternoon 
I had got in my car, I said, '' I think I will ride down to Helen's 
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m<;>ther's", she was down there, I said, "I think I will have 
a little talk with her". I got in my car tliat afternoon. and 
rode do'W11 to her mother's, pulled up in the yard, blowed the 
horn, and Helen came out. Her mother hallooed out of 
the window, '' Hey, there". Then Helen got in the car. She 
said,·, 'vVhy don't you come on in T" I said, "No, I ain't got 
mncl1 time. I am going back to the house''. So 
page 242} instead of leaving right then we sat in the car, 
I imagine, twenty minutes or more talking to each 
otl1er, so then we· backed the car out and went on back to my 
house, I backed out and drove on back to my house and pulled 
in my yard, and she got out and I got out and walked in, 
walked in the bedroom. I sat down alongside the bed and 
she sat there beside me fo discuss the matters. When she 
first-I asked her, ''How did this come around for somebody 
to be calling you T'' She said to me, ''I met a girl, I went 
to the beauty parlor to get my bair dressed during the first 
of the week'', which I lmew all she said, and she called the 
girl's name. I couldn't, of course, I have forgotten it, '' And 
while I was in there getting· my hair dressed this girl-this 
fellow was sitting in the beauty parlor", so she said, "the 
girl in the beauty parlor introduced me to the gentleman''. 
I said, "Is that t11e first time you had ever seen him". She 
said, "Yes, I don't know anything about him". I said, "What 
did you say to him? I want to know .how he got the telephone 
number''. She said slie talked with him and he asked if 
she was married, and she told him yes. 
:M:r. Hope: The conversation with this unlmown man I cer-
tainly object to. 
The Court: Yes. 
Mr. Kearney: That is what she told him. He is simply 
testifying not to conversation she had with some 
page 243 } man, but what his wife told him. 
The Court: I understand that, but I do not feel 
that a. detailed conversation between his wife and another 
man-
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. State what she told you Y 
A. She told me the girl in the parlor-"-she asked her to 
get in touch with her -at Mitchell's. 
Q. Is that the telephone out in that section that you all 
use? · · · 
A. Yes, we go to Mitchell's to make a telephone call any 
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time· we have one to make, it was very nice of him lettinp, 
us do it, I said, ''Well, we will go up to the beauty parlor- '· 
First, I asked her, "What's the fellow's name!" She told 
him hers. She said, '' I don't know", she said, '' I have 
forgotten his name". I said, ''Well, we will ride up to the 
beauty parlor''. We went on to bed that night and got up 
next morning. 
Q. · She stayed at your home that night t 
A. Yes, she was there. I said, '' In the morning we will 
ride up to the bea.uty parlor and :find out from this girl at 
the beauty parlor this gentleman she introduced you to that 
called you at Mitchell's for you to call him". She said, 
''0. K. '' We walked out to get in my car to ride up there. 
Finally, she said, "Well, Hugh", she said, "there 
page 244 ~ ain't no need to go·up there''. She said, ''I might 
as well tell the truth''. So then she said, '' Come 
on back in the house, I will tell you''. So I turned around 
and walks on back in the house, so she said to me-I said to 
her, "Well, now, tell me the story; tell the truth about it", 
I said, "it will make it better; I will feel more satisfied". 
She said, ''Well, I am going to tell the truth'', so she said, 
'' I met this fell ow on 30th Street and Chestnut Avenue'',. she 
said, '' I was up there and I met him out there ; he offered me 
a bottle of beer''. 
Q. Who did she say was with he.r at that time! 
A. .She said she was alone up there. She · said that she 
ca.me up there on Chestnut A venue at 30th Street and Chest-
nut Avenue, right at the front of Jimmie's Oaf e, a fellow 
that sells beer and has a little cafe there. 
Q. Is that 30th and Chestnut or is that 30th and Jefferson Y 
.A. It is between 30th-it is on Chestnut Avenue, but it is 
between 30th and 31st Streets. 
Q. All right, go ahead. 
A. So she told me he offered her a beer, and she went in 
and sat down and drank it. I said, "Well, have you ever 
had a drink with him after thaU" She said, ''Yes, he asked 
me for a date". I said, ''What did you tell him Y" She said, 
"I told him that I would fill the date", and she 
page 245 ~ said she told him that she was married and she 
had never did anything like that, but she would 
try and fill the date. He asked her her telephone number 
and she told him the schedule, the time she went to work and 
the schedule that I went to work on, and so she told· me-
I said, ' 'Well, did you ever get out to see him on that date Y'' 
She said, "Yes.". I said, "Did you have any more dates after 
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thaU" She said, "Yes, I had one after that". So I said to 
her, I says, ''Well, where did you go?" She said, "I went 
up to Chestnut A venue and then I picked him up and we rode 
up to Chestnut Avenue and went up to some hotel that she 
named there on 25th Street. .So I asked her had she seen 
him since then, and she told me no. It was about a week or so 
before I got the telephone number· she had been with him. 
I said, "When was the first date?" She told me on Sunday 
afternoon; she rode uptown. 
Q. Who did she say was with her that time 1 
A. She said sl1e was alone. She told me she was alone. 
She told me she went up tl1ere, she said she was alone. 
Q. Then you said she told you she went to a hotel on 25th 
Streett 
A. Yes. After she told me that, it hurt me like it would 
hurt any married man, after she told me that she had went up 
and been to bed with the gentleman, I said, "Well, we will 
go down and put in for her divorce". I said, "Probably we 
will get it for six months, and then if you know 
page 246 ~ how to liv~ the right life", I said, "probably we 
· will be married again and go on just as we ever 
did". So she' agreed to do it. After she agreed to do it, 
the next morning why I got up to attend to this affair. 
Q. Where did she stay that nightY 
.A.. With me. We rode into Hampton that morning around, 
as close as I could get to it, some time around 9 :30. We 
rode down to a lawyer's office down there, and he was out, 
the lady in the office didn't know exactly what time he would 
be back in, so I said, "Well, we will go somewhere else". She 
said, '' 0. K. '' We got in my car and we drove on back. I 
asked her first, "vVho did your brother geU Who has he got 
working on his divorce f '' I heard he was getting ready 
to get a divorce. So she said, '' I don't know''. I said, ''We 
will ride back up that way and probably we will find out from 
him". So she said," 0. K." So when we rode back up to the 
front of her mother's her brother was standing out in front 
on the edge of the lawn. Two cars had come along, I think had 
sideswiped each other, or one had slid in the ditch, and he was 
standing there looking. I called him and he came across to 
the car and walked on the side my wife was sitting on, so my 
wife said to him-I told my wife, '' Ask him who is his lawyer 
getting his divorce for him", and so my wife said, "vV110 is 
your lawyer getting your divorce for you?'' So he 
page 247 ~ said, "Whyt" She said, "Nothing". So he said, 
. . "Lawyer Butts'·', and he laughed. I said, "I want 
to see you'', and we drove on off. 
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Q. Did he tell you or did you know: where Lawyer Butts' 
office was? 
A. I know where Lawyer Butts' office was, so I drove on 
~p to Lawyer Butts' office, so we walked in, and Lawyer 
Butts was in and asked ris in his back office, and we walked 
on back. He says to me- ' 
Mr. Hope : Who said this Y 
The Witness: Lawyer Butts. He said, ''What can I do-" 
Mr. Hope: I don't think that is material. 
The Court: I am not going to let him repeat it. 
Mr. Hope: I object to all that evidence. 
· By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. You went to Lawyer Butts' office? 
A. Yes, sir. Q. What occurred there? 
A. I told him we want to put in for my divorce. 
Q. Did you tell him why? 
A. He looked at us and laughed and says, ''What's wrong?'' 
Mr. Hope: I am going to object to any of Lawyer Butts' 
testimony. 
page 248 ~ Mr. Kearney: I think this is proper. I will tell 
you why I think so, either in the presence of the 
jury or in their absence. 
Mr. Baker: You will do what? 
Mr. Kearney: I will make a statement as to why I think 
it ilS proper in the presence of the jury, or in the absence 
of the jury, just as you gentlemen desire. It makes no dif-
ference to me. ' 
· The Court : Take the jury out. 
Note : The jury retired from the courtroom. 
. Mr. Kearney: Now, if Your Honor please, this evidence 
is admissible because of the statements that this woman made 
to him in Lawyer Butts' office. She was there and this con-
versation took place. 
The Court: (After argument) I have no objection to him 
telling what took place, but I will not permit him to tell what 
Butts' conversation was. 
. Note : The jury returned to the courtroom. ' 
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::By Mr. Kearney! . 
Q. You had gotten to the point where you and your wife 
liad gone to Lawyer Butts' office in Newport News. Now, 
tell what took place in there, but do not tell what Lawyer 
::Butts said. You may tell what you· and your wife had to say. 
A. WeU, I said, "I came in to put in for my divorce". 
So after discussing the matter over to him and 
page 249 ~ asking me the questions that he asked me, he fold 
me to go home and think it over and come back 
on a later date. 
Mr. Hope: That i'S the sa~e thing. 
Mr. Kearney: That is what occurred. 
Mr. Hope: That is the conversation of Butts again. 
The Court: Just state what you did. 
::Sy Mr. Kearney: · · . 
Q. At that time your wife was there with you 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did yon tell Lawyer Butts what the difficulty was2 
A. Yes, sir, she did, and I later told it. 
Q. Did she go into detail, or did he stop her Y 
A. He stopped her. He told her he.wasn't interested in all 
that, and cut her off. 
Q. He cut her off Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And after this conversation with Butts what did you 
doY · · · 
A. We went on home. 
Q. Then what occurred? 
A. We had to go back on a later date. 
Q. Did you go back on a later dateY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you :file for a divorce then Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 250 } Q. Did you file suit for a divorce? 
A. No, sir, the third time we went back. 
Q. Did you ever file suit for a divorce? · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Or did you just g~t a separation or an agreement there 1 
A. Well, there was an agreement drawed .up. I paid him 
$10.00 to draw it up. 
Q. Then were you to come back later on and file a suit 
for a divorce in court? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
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Q. Did yon ever do thaU 
A. No, sir, I did not. 
Q. WhyY 
A. Because my wife and I came on some agreement_.. 
Q. Did yon and she become reconciled Y 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Was she back home living with you f 
A. Yes, sir, she was. 
Q. Had you in the meantime checked up to :find out who 
this man was Y 
A. I asked her and on the last end of it she told me. 
Q. What did she tell you Y 
A. Well, she told me this· boy's name was Obie, and I asked 
her was that his first or his last name, and she told 
page 251 ~ me she didn't know that either. I asked her where 
he lived, and she told me he lived in 31st Street, 
I think, in the 1100 block, so I asked her the description, and 
she told me his desc.ription. 
Q. What description did she give him? 
A. She told me he was a brown-skinned fell ow around 
about my height nearly and niy size, as near as she could 
come to it, that his hair wasn't quite as good grain as mine, 
dark black hair. 
Q. Then did you make any effort to locate him? 
A. No,,sir, after she told me I didn't make any effort at all 
that I was trying to find him to say anything to him. 
Q. After you had gotten straightened out with her there, 
you made no effort to locate him? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Before she dictated this thing, did you make any effort 
to :find this man, did you take her anywhere with you, did 
you go anywhereY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. WhereY 
A. She told me that the Walker girl knew something about 
it, and I rode down to the Walker girl, down to the Old Point 
Laundry, and after riding down there I asked her about it 
and she told me-
page 252 } The Court: No, you cannot testify to that. 
Mr. Kearney: His wife was there when the 
statement was made, Your Honor. 
The Court: I am not going to let him repeat what the 
Walker girl told him. 
Mr. Kearney: We note an exception and ask permission 
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to later on put in the record what his answer to that ques-
tion would be. · 
The Court: All right. . 
By Mr. Kearney: . 
Q. You took your wife down to see the Walker girl, is that 
right? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And did she substantiate or deny what your wife had 
told ·youY 
Mr. Hope: I object to that question. 
Mr. Kearney: I am not asking what the Walker girl said. 
I am not proving the fact whether she substantiated or de-
nied it. 
The Court: That is just getting in indirectly what I am 
not permitted to do directly. I am not going to permit it.· 
Mr. Kearney: Your Honor, it is an entirely different 
pr9position. What I want to do is to prove that this man 
took his wife. down to try to substantiate what 
page 253 ~ the wife had told him, and it developed that sub-
stantially happened. . 
Mr. Baker: I object to counsel testifying when Your Honor 
l1as ruled that the witness cannot testify. 
Mr. Kearney: Don't get excited about that. I am not 
testifying. I think the question and the statement I made to 
the Court are perfectly proper, and I will ask Your Honor to 
rule whether the statement I made was proper or not. 
The Court: I am not questioning your statement that you 
made, but I am not going to permit the witness to answer 
that question. · 
Mr. Kearney: Then I object to counsel getting heated up, 
about it. 
The Court: I am not going to permit the question. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. After you had been over to Lawyer Butts·' with your 
wife, you said there was an agreement signed between you, 
is that right Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Kearney: Now, Your Honor, I call your attention to 
the fact that the Commonwealth said they were going to intro-
duce that agreement. They have not done so, I do not know 
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why, but we will ask that you give us a copy of 
page 254 ~ the agreement, if they have got it, and let us in-
troduce it, if they do not want to, do so. Didn't 
you say in your opening statement you were going to intro-
duce the agreement in evidence? 
Mr. Hope: I have a copy of the agreement, but I can't in-
troduce a witness on cross examination. 
Mr. Kearney: You are going to put it in then? 
Mr. Hope: Yes. 
By Mr. Kearney: . 
Q. That agreement was signed between you and your wife, 
was it! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you live separate and apart, or did you go back home 
to live! 
A. We went back home to0 live. 
Q. You went back home to liveY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did she make any promise to you about her conduct in 
the future before you all went back there Y 
A. Yes, she made it on the way back home and after we 
got back home. 
Q. Did you talk the matter over with her Y 
A. Well, after the first day I told her I would let her 
know, I would have to think it over, but I did let her know. 
Q. What did you tell her 7 
page 255 ~ A .. After we had discussed the matter between 
ourselves for a couple of days and nights, I think, 
I decided that we would cancel the divorce or would drop it 
off right there, but I would still hold these papers, the promise 
that she made me. I told her I would still hold these papers. 
Q. What promise did she make to you with referenc~ to this 
man? 
A. She told me that she wouldn't see him any more, she 
wouldn't see this fell ow any more. 
Q. When was it the differences arose between you and your 
wife at this timeY 
A. About somewhere around the latter part of April or 
the first of May, it was right around that part of the month. 
Q. Around the first of May? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. After you first brought the matter up she went home 
and stayed one night, is that righU 
A. One night, that is all. 
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Q. The next night you went and got her! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Or the next afternoop. you went and got her Y 
A. Yes, sir, in the afternoon. 
Q. And she stayed at your home? 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 256 } Q. Then did she go back to her home f 
A. She didn't go back home. 
Q. She stayed with you Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did she continue to work down at Old PoinU 
A. No, sir, she did not. 
Q. What did she do? 
A. She didn't go down there any more no more than she 
went down to talk with Mr. Walker and was trying to get 
on at Fort Eustis, so she just knocked off down there and 
didn't go back any more. She went down and had a talk 
with Mr. Walker. . 
Q. Did she quit her job at Fort Monroe, or was she trans-
ferred to some place else? , 
A. She went down to see Mr. Walker the day after I caught 
her concerning this telephone number. She didn't go to 
work the next day. The next day she went to see Mr. Walker .. 
Q. Who was Mr. Walker? 
A. The office down at Fort Monroe .. 
Q. At the laundry? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did she work down there any more after than 
A. No, sir. . 
Q. When did she go to work after that, if any! 
. page 257 } A. She stayed home until she was hired at Fort 
Eustis. 
Q. Do you know when she went to work out thereY 
Mr. Hope: What home are you ref erring to Y 
By Mr. Kearney: . 
Q. What home did she stay at, HughY 
A. She stayed with me. 
Q. At your house? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know when she went to work at Eustis? 
A. I couldn't say the exact date, but it was-oh, I imagine 
it was as close as I could get at it, I imagine it would be 
162 Supreme Court of .Appeals of Virginia 
Ii.ugh Willia1ns1n (Colored). 
around a couple of weeks after this telephone number came 
in, as close as I could get it. I disremember. 
Q. Whose automobile did she use to go to work at ~ustis 1 
.A. It was more than a couple of weeks before she went on 
· V.P there. The :first beginning, when she :first went up there to 
fix up ner p3;pers for to go to work, she drove my Chevrolet 
up there. I don't just recall whether or not she rode with 
someone else on the first beginning or not. I think she rode 
up with some lady there for a few days, something like that, 
I discall. 
Q. Tell us what happened Y 
.A. Well, she went and bought a car. My old Ford, the 
cylinder head gasket had broke on it, and I put that in the 
shop, and I was driving my Chevrolet to work to 
page 258 ~ carry my load of men out to the Shipyard to work 
at different times. 
Q. Did she discuss with you the question about buying 
a car? . 
.A. No, sir, she didn't say anything to me about it. In fact, 
I didn't know she even had this other car. She was· talking 
about getting another °Car unml the Sunday-I think it was 
the Saturday or some time when she got this car, I knew 
the next morning she had it. She didn't say anything to ine 
before she bought it. 
Q. Was she living at your house f , 
· .A. She lived there up until a week-she stayed there with 
me on a Sunday night eight days before this trouble occurred, 
the shooting occurred. 
Q. Did she stay up there with you until that time every 
~~? -
. .A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did she stay after that, do yon know f 
A. Well, I couldn't exactly say. 
Q. What was the reason she left there-she spent the Sun-
day night there with yon Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That would be J nne 22nd? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q .. That was the last night she stayed there? 
.A. That was the last night, yes, sir, she stayed 
page 259 ~ there, Sunday night. 
Q. Did she visit your home after that? 
.A. She used to . come by there every day . 
. Q. Were you and she friendly? 
A. Yes, sir. . 
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Q. vV'hy did she leave there on the 23rd Y 
A. I asked her-she went up to Petersburg that Sunday 
to get my oldest sister to bring her down. She didn't say 
anything to me at all about whether she was going to Peter~-
burg or not. Then I asked her why did she go to Petersburg 
and didn't let me know nothing about it, so she said she 
didn't think I was-there· was no harm or I was working, 
and she said, "I didn't know you ,vanfod to lose a day's 
work". I said, "I did want to go up to see Mama". 
Q. There was some misunderstanding about her going up 
there without you Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was there any serious disturbance f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you threaten to do her any harm? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Or frighten her, or anything of tl1at sort? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What happened then? 
A. I said, ''Well, you went on and bought a car, 
page 260 ~ you didn't say anything to me about that". I said 
I had two automobiles here, and she said one car 
was in the shop a few days a.nd I was driving the other one 
to the Shipyard. I said, '' The other one will be all right, I 
imagine, as soon as I go up there and get it", and she said 
the tires weren't so good on ·it, so I went down to the Good-
year tire people and bought three for my Ford and two for 
the Chevrolet. · 
Q. You had new tires on both carsf 
A. I had new tires on both cars. 
Q. Why did she go over to her mother's on Monday, the 
23rd of June Y 
A. Well, there was a little slight misunderstanding between 
her and I. 
Q. Was there any serious trouble? 
A. No, sir, nothing serious about it. 
Q. vVell, what happened then f 
A. Well, I just asked her concerning the buying a car and 
then didn't let me know anything about it, and going up to 
Petersburg and not letting me know about it. That was the 
whole statement that was made. 
Q .. And she went over to her mother's? 
A .. Yes, sir. 
Q. You say she went by your home every day? 
A. Yes, sir, after that she used fo go by every day. 
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Q. Were you all friendly Y 
page 261 ~ A. Yes, sir. Q. Was there any ill-feeling between you? 
A. No, sir, not by her coming by. 
Q. I mean was there any difference between you at that 
timeT 
A. No, not exactly. I couldn't see nothing so serious no 
more than there had been a little misµnderstanding before-
hand about this telephone call, but we had come on to an 
agreement abo~t that. . · 
Q. She had given you certain assurances about this fellow? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you go to church on the 29th of June, on Sunday, 
the 29th of June? 
· A. No, sir . 
. Q. Is that the church you go to when you go? 
A. Well, I didn't go to church there, because I had been 
working practically the past six months on Sunday. 
Q. When you go, is that the church you would go to? 
A. Yes, and sometimes I would come into Hampton to 
church. 
Q. You didn't go on that Sunday night, June 29th Y 
A. No, sir, I didn't go that Sunday night. 
Q. Well, now, did anyone tell you that she had this man, 
Obie Studivent, over there to church together Y 
page 262 ~ A. No, sir, didn't nobody tell me. 
Q. Did anyone tell you at all after this shoot-
ing was over that she didn't go home to her mother's and 
stay that night, but stayed out some place else? 
A. No, sir, didn't no body tell me that. 
Q. Did anyone tell you on Monday that she had been up 
to Newport News and had brought Stuclivent back from New-
port News and stopped right out' in front of your house with 
him? 
A. On a Monday night Y 
Q. Yes. 
A. No, sir, didn't nobody tell me. 
Q. Suppose you tell the jury just what occurred on that 
Monday; did you work that d~yf 
A. Yes, sir. I got off at four o 'cloclr that afternoon. 
Q·. Now, tell the jury what occurred? 
A. Well, I had been working in the yard, there in the yard 
in the. afternoon, and I stopped to talk to my sister and her 
two kids, they hallooed at me and I hallooed at them and so 
they drove on off and went on into Newport News. i looked 
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around the house, finished working some of the .screens that I 
had there, I didn't finish those the first time, I had a couple 
more I wanted to· build, and I worked until I imagine about 
a quarter to six, something like that., five-thirty or 
page 263 } six o'clock. I didn't stay long after they left, 
I went on in the house, I was tired, I was working 
hard that day, it was the first time I was home at four o'clock 
for quite awhile, so in the morning before I left and went -
to the Shipyard I gave Henry, my brother-in-law, $50.00 to 
get the screen door. He didn't bring the screen, but he got 
the $50.00 changed at the bank and brought it back to me 
when h.e came home, but when they drove off on to town I 
worked aro1md the yard awhile and then went in the house 
.and sat down, I was getting· tired and feeling kind of bad, 
there wasn't no one there, so I walked in the bedroom and 
was sitting in there thinking about my bills due on the first 
of the month, all my bills come due pn the first of the month, 
I said, "I will take off one day, a half-day, and go downtown 
and pay everybody I owe, then I will be all straight for the 
month". I figured up how much I had there, and I said, "I 
ain't got quite enough money-" 
Q. How much money did you have Y 
A. I had this :fifty-dollar bill. 
Q. How much did your monthly bills yon had . to pay 
amount toY 
A.. The bills run around to about $57.00 a month, so I sat 
down there, I was thinking, and I said, "Where can I get a 
few dollars more to make up this :fifty som·e dollars Y'' 
Q. What was the $57.00, what items were they? 
A. 1Vell, I owed on the house $13. 76 ; $4.82 on 
page 264 ~ my g·as range ; $10.00 on my furniture; $22.52 on 
my automobile, and $6.00 to a small family loan 
I had in Newport News. · 
Q. You figured up yo-µr bills and they figured to $57.00, 
and you had $50.00, is that right Y 
A. I wasn't g-oing to g·et the whole fifty back, I wasn't 
expecting all of that ha.ck after he bought the -screen door, 
I :fig11red that would cost me something, hut he didn't get the 
screen door. 
Q. He came on back, and· his wife, who is your sister, \and 
the two children came back? · · 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. And they came on in the ho1.1se and he ga:ve you the 
money back? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. In· the ineantime, you say he had g-otten the change T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You had given him a fifty-dollar bill and he gave you 
1 bac~ $50.00 in chang·e ¥ 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. All right, now what happened f 
A. Well, after awhile· .I was lying there across the bed, I 
thoug·ht about an old pistol I had there, I thoug·ht, "Wel~ 
I will take this g,m, I don't need it anywa.y, carry it into 
Hampton, probably I can g·et a few dollars to 
page 265 ~ make up my payments.' t . 
Q. Where did you get the pistol from 7 
. A. vVell, my hrother-in-la.w was up here from Louisville 
some time during the Christmas holidays, and he had been 
down around Petersburg and Charlottesville and his money 
was running short, and he pawned me the old gun for, I think 
it was $8.00, I gave him $8.00, and he g-ave me the gun to hold 
for him. 
Q. That was the g-un you had t 
A~ Yes) sir. 
Q. Did you l1ave any other gun besides that Y 
A. I had a shotg1.m and rifle I lised to hunt with different 
times. 
Q. That w.as the only .. revolver in the place¥ 
A. Only pistol, yes, sir. . . 
Q. And that was one that you had gbtten Christmas be-
f ore·f 
A. Yes, sh_.. 
Q. From your-
A. Brother-in-law. 
Q. Who lived in Louisville f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then what did you dot 
A. Well, I thought I wi'l slip over to town and see what 
I can get 011 this g·tm, I said I don't need it any-
page 266 ~ way, and I stuck it inside my shirt and walked 
out to get in my car. As I walked out to get in 
my car I thought, well, I better wait until I get my supper, 
my sister will be here in a few minutes, I will eat supper be-
fore I go, p1"obably I will sit in a pool room. downtown for a 
little while before I g·et home. I wasn't even dressed up that 
particular time, so1 I just, taken the gun and put it in the c.ar 
and· turned around .and. g·oes on bru3k to the house, washed 
up the wood on my clothes, and after I washed up I turned 
my lig·ht off in the living room, walked in the room and laid 
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on the 1bed. I didn't put any. lig·ht on in the bedroom. After 
lying there awhile waiting for somebody to come to get my 
supper so as to go over to town, the car drove up. When the 
car drove up, one window was like that (indicating). I just 
looked out the window, so when I looked out the window there 
was Helen's Ford and my ,sister and her two kids1 the· two 
kids ran in the house and my sister came in the house. 
·Q. Did you any attention as to whether there was any-
body else in the car f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. ·what did you do then? 
A. Henry had got a light on in the car, it was getting dark 
out there, and I seen two people in the car, and at the particu-
lar time I just :figured it was some of the people in the neigh-
borhood that my wife was picking· up to give 
page 267 ~ them a ride on home. 
was? 
Q. You didn't m~ke any effort to see who it 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Were you aroused in any way, were your suspicions 
aroused? 
A. No, sir, my suspicions were not aroused. 
Q. You just thought it was somebody tha.t your wife picked 
up on the road? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That lived in the neighborhood? 
A. Yes, sir, that was living· in the neighborhood, so I didn't 
never get up off my bed until after Frank walked in the 
room and g·a ve me change of this $50.00. He said to· me 
after he gave me the change-
~Ir. Baker: Frank has alreadv testified once and is avail-
able again to testify, if they want what he said. I object to 
what Frank told him. · 
The Court: Do not repeat what Frank told you. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. Did Frank or your sister make any statement to you Y 
A. No, sir. , 
Q. About anyone else being in the ca.r, who it was in the 
car? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Frank brought you back your change, is that right? 
A. Yes, sir . 
. page 268 ~ Q. What did you then decide to do after sup-
per ; did you get your supper there? 
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A. No, sir, I didn't eat supper there. My sister hadn't 
fixed supper, and I got in the car~ him and I. to ride down 
to the store. 
Q. Were you going into town or going to the store? 
A. I .was going, into town also. 
Q. Were you going· to leave him at the store or was he 
going in town with you? · 
A. I hadn't particularly decided to take him into town, I 
would have if he had wanted to go, but I was going to take 
him down and buy him a soda. · 
Q. You were taldng· him down to the store to get a soda 7 
A. "Y"es, sir. ' 
Q. That was the result of the conversation you and he had 
when he ,brought you back the change Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Hope: ,Vhich store are you referring to? 
The Witness : ,v e 11, I was going to ride up to Mr. Mitchell's 
and get a soda up there. 
By Mr. Kearney: . 
Q. Now, Frank Henry has testified that when he brought 
. you back the change he said, '' Bringing back all 
ipage 269 ~ this money, you ought to give me a drink'', is that 
true? 
A. "Y" es, sir. 
Q. You agreed to take him down. there and buy him one Y 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Is that right T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Kearney: I think that is the testimony. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. You a.nd be got in the car f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Tell the jury just what occurred afterwards T 
A. Well, I drove, backed out and drove down to the store~ 
but before I g-ot to the store I seen this car parked just off 
the front of the store, you know, people who like to drive 
up and block the g·as tank, my intention was to drive around 
ahead of this car and park. When I g·ot back of the car I 
recog'llized the car as being my wife's car, then when I had 
my lights on-it was dark enough to ·have your lights on~ 
and when my lig·hts got just about back of the back fender 
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I remember seeing her and this fell ow, this gentleman sitting 
in the car hugged-up, so then I slid on the -0rakes. What , 
went on then I don't know exactly how things came out then 
at that particular time. 
Q. You drov9 up there and saw your wife's ear parked 
and she and this man were there embr&cing one another! 
.A. Yes, he had his arms around her. 
page 270 } Q. You slid on the brakes and stopped the. car! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then what happened? 
A. I evidently g·ot out of the car, but after that I don't 
know what happened until it was all over with and I had 
been over to Mrs. Hamilton's, and I got a little reconciled 
while I was over there. 
Q. Is that the first lady called here today f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When you were over to Mrs. Hamilton's-
A. Y.es. 
Q~ What happened over there that you remember? 
A. Well, I rememlber Mrs. Hamilton telling ;me to come 
around in front of the front porch, her and Mr. Hamilton they 
was trying to get me around the front porch. When I emne 
around the front porch :M:rs. Hamilton asked me, said to me-, 
asked me-said to me was I crazy, so I said-I don't know 
whether I told her ves or no-
Q. :~v ere you in your right mind ·v 
A. No, sir, because when I came to my right mind I told 
Mrs. Hamilton-just shook my head a.nd walked on out the 
yard. 
Q. What did you do with the gun! 
A. When I remember having the gun again, 
page 271} when I even thought about the gun any more, 
after I walked out the vard I looked in the car 
for the gun after I had got up to the "'curve, rig·ht about Hilton 
Village, and I wondered where is the gun, and it was laying 
in the seat rig·bt beside me, so I picked the gun up and wound 
the glass down and dropped it alongside the road. 
Q. .After you left Mrs. Hamilton, then where did you go? 
A. I went back up to the store. 
Q. What did yori do when you g1ot up there? , 
A. One of the boys was standing· on the front porch, and 
I asked where was Helen, and he told me she was in the store. 
I asked him, "Did I shoot her, did I hit herf'' And he said 
to me-
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Q. Did you know whether you had shot her at that time 
or notY 
A. No, sir, I did not. 
Q. vVhat did you clo after lie told you she was in the store? 
A. So I walked in the store to see was she hurt. ,Vhen I 
walked in the store she was lying on the floor. I walked over 
and looked at her, so I turned around and walks on ha.ck in 
the front. I said to. the boy standing there on the porch, '' I 
didn't want to shoot Helen, I didn't want to hurt her.'' Then 
Frank was getting ready to start down the road walking· to 
the house, and I got in my car, stepped on the· 
page 272 ~ starter, and said, '' Are you g·oing· up to the 
house?'' He said, yes, so I went Cfn back up to 
the house. I got out of my car and I walked in the house· and 
turned a.round and walked right on back out and stepped in 
my car and left there. 
Q. V,7here did you go 1 
A. Well, the first thing that ran ac.ross my mind then was 
to go home to Mama at Peters burg, so I goes on. Just be-
fore I got to Hilton, Jefferson A venue Highway, the cross-
ing· at Hilton, I thought rubout this g1.m that was lying in the 
seat behind me, so I wound the glass and threw it out. The 
filling station there, I drove in there and told the man to 
·fiU it up with gas and oil, and when he did that I drove up 
the road I imagine about four or five hundred feet from the 
.store and pulled off on the side of the road a.nd sat there 
and tried to g·et myself together, and finally I got myself 
pulled together a little bit, in fact, my nerves was just all 
tore to pieces, I couldn't get myself to straighten up to drive. 
Finally I got myself together aild went across the Jam.es 
River Bridg·e, g·ot my ticket and crossed the bridge and drove 
on my way to Petersb~rg· to see my mother. After I got in 
Petersburg· I didn't know how to g·o home, I couldn't tell her 
when I got there, I said, '' I can't tell her,'' so I drove on 
out into the country and parked my automobile. 
Q. · ·where did you park it? 
A. I parked my car out on my gTandfather '~ 
page 273 ~ place, a.bout two and a half or three miles out of 
Petersburg·. I walks on back into Petersburg, 
and when I got back into Petersburg· I walked in the station 
and asked the fell ow in the station what was the next ibus 
leaving there going to New York, so he told me the next 
ibus was leaving there at three something, I disremember, I 
think it was 2 :40, I am not sure·, but I think it was 2 :40. Any-
way I boug·ht the ticket and goes in the bus station and sat 
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down to take a smoke. I even bought a paper while I was 
sitting in there, just sitting in there, so when the bus came 
by I boarded the bus and went on into New York. When I 
got into New York, I got into New York; the next morning-
the ne~t evening·, rather. That was on Tuesday afternoon 
I .think I g·ot into New York. Well, I had-I knew my cousin's 
address from writing to him at different times, he was down 
to visit me last summer, so I goes 011 around By his house 
and hallooed at him and walks 011 back in the street, I didn't , 
say anything to his wife or to him, so I just roamed around 
the street there for a couple of days1 and I decided then to 
myself I would come on back into Petersburg and give my-
self up. · · 
Q. What did y~:m do? 
A. vVell, '"-hem I came hack tnto Petersburg I. went do,vn 1 
to the Pennsylvania station and got the Fiol'ida Special going 
out of New York at seven o'clock. I was in Petersburg the 
, next morning .around seven, something like that 
pag·e 274 ~ anyway, the train was a little bit late. When I 
g·ot into :Petersburg, that Florida Special puts you 
off I imagine about a mile within the city limits of Peters-
burg. I got a taxi and rode on uptown to my aunt's and 
walked in. When I walked int4e house I went right through 
my cousin's offi'ce to the telephone in the hall, I walked to the 
telephone and called up a couple of plac.e·s to get in touch 
with my oldest brother. Finally I called up and got in touch 
·with him and he came by later on and I told him the matter, 
that I oug·ht to go back ii,nd turn myself in, so I got in a car 
with my brother and one of my cousins,, we drove back into 
town from Petersihurg with his car. · I told my brother where 
my car was at parked in Petersburg, and we drove on hack 
in and went up to La:wyer Newsome 's office, told him my story 
that I came back to turn myself in, so he told me to go over 
and turn myself in to Chief Peach, which I did, I went over 
and turned myself in then, and the gentleman over here came 
up and g·ot me and brought :me in to Hampton. 
Q. You stayed in jail how long? 
A. About three weeks. 
Q. ,Vhen you got out, you went to world 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. Did you go back to the Yard to go to work? 
A. I went back to the Yard,· but I didn't work at the Yard 
anv more. 
page 275 ~ Q. Whyt . 
A. Rules and regulations of the Ya.rd, a man 
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charged with murder they won't accept him to work until 
after his trial is over, so they told me at the Yard to come 
back after my trial, that my job wa,.s open for me. 
Q. You went over to the Navy Yard? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You have been working over there since the first of 
Aug11st? 
A. Yes, sir, a.round the first of August. 
Reeess until 2 o'clock P. M. 
AFTERNOON SESSION. 
HUGH WILLIAMiSON (Colored), 
on the stand. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. You stated you were married-on July 30, 1936, ·wmiam-
son? 
. A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How old was Helen ,vmiamson when you married her 
then? , 
A. Around about eighteen, as near as I could 
pag·e 276 ~ come to it. The exact ag·e I wouldn't know ex-
actly, around in the neighborhood of eighteen. 
Q. You stated, or let me ask you these cliff erent place,s you 
have worked a.nd lived, when did you get a job in the Ship-
yudl · 
A. I went to the Shipyard in February, I think it was. I 
think it was in February. 
Q. How did you obtain that job? 
A. I obtained that job through Mr. Kemp Abbott. 
Q. Now, you worked up there until the time this trouble 
occurred, I believe, Williamson, you have testified Y 
A. Yes,.sir. 
Q. Did you know Mr. Kemp Abbott personally? 
A. No, sir, not at that particular time I went up to see 
him, I didn't. 
Q. Well, who did know him? 
A. Well, my wife's father was working in the riggers un-
der Mr. Kemp Abbott at this particular time working· for the 
Shipyard. 
Q. Is that the way he came to know you Y 
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A. ·Well, after my wife's father died I1 said I was going to 
try to get on in the Ya.rd, and my wife's mother and I was 
talking· it over, and she said to see Mr . .&bbott, maybe Mr. 
Abbott would hire me, give me a job, because her oldest boy 
wasn't old enougil to get in the Yard, -so we went 
page 277} up and Mr . .Abbott told me to come down to the 
Yard, that he would send for me, rather, and to 
come down, he would give me a job. 
Q. Was it through Carrie Jordan you went up to see Mr. 
Abbott? 
A. She went up with me, yes, sir, and she was talking it 
over together. 
Q. Did he state that he would give you a job if you put 
part of the money in to a house? 
A. No, sir, he -didn't say anything to me about that at 
all. 
Q. He made no remark to you about that? 
A. No, sir. I only told him my father-in-law died and I 
would like to get a job in the Shipyard. I told him that 
that job I was working· on I wasn't working- but a day and 
a half a day, and that I would appreciate it yery much if he 
would look out for me and try to get me a job in the Yard. 
My wife's mother said she would appreciate it also. So he 
agTeed he would give me a job, and he would let me know 
when to come down to the Yard, so I went on working on filY-
old job until he sent fqr me. 
Q. Did you tell Mr. Abbott you were the sole support of 
the family there t 
A. That I was the whole support Y 
Q·. The sole supporU 
A. Wbat do you mean-altogether? 
page 278 ~ Q. Yes. 
A. I told him that my wife's mother-Mr. Ab-
bott asked her how old was her olde,st boy, and she told him 
hls age, and he said he was too young, to g·et in the Yard, and 
I didn't tell him that I was the wl10le entire support of th~ 
house. I told him that I was living there with my wife's 
mother and the rest of the kids. 
Q. Now, what date was this that you went up to Mr. 
Mitchell's filling station to see about this gas bill? 
A. I disrecall the exact date. 
Q. A.bout what time was it, I mean approximately? 
A. It was somewhere around about-just about the firs.t 
of-anyway it was~I think it was the middle-anyway it 
was about~ seven or eight dars before I put in for my divi-
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dends, and .I think I put in for that on the 6th of May, I 
imagine it wa~. It might have been a little bit less than a 
week, s01:p.etbing· like that. ' 
Q. That is when you went up to Mr. MitcllelPs station a,:µ.d 
got this ~ph9ue numbed · 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. You say Mrs. Mitchell gave yon the 'phone number 
744-W, is that correct? 
~- On a slip of pa.per, yes, ~ir. 
Q. Mrs. Mitchell stated she thought it was your voice, 
didn't she¥ 
page 279 ~ A. Yes, sir, she did. 
Q. Now, you stated on direct examination that 
you didn't know anybody in Newport.News or know any num-
ber in Newport News? 
A. I didn't know any telephone nuID)ber, didn't anv of my 
friends of any ~nd that I knew had a telephone at ".all that 
lived in Newport News at Etll, that I knew at that particular 
time. · 
Q. Did you know Manley! 
A. I knew him thr(>ng·h his working in the Shipyard. 
Q. Didn't you live at Aberdeen Gardens with. Manley? 
!.. No, sir, I liv~d in my own home in Aberdeen. I rented 
the house. · 
Q. Dicln 't you know :fy[anley at Aberdeen Gardens Y 
A. When he was living in Aberdeen Gardens Y 
Q. Yes. · 
A. No, sir, when I knowed Manley I knew him- in the Yard, 
but when he was living at Aberdeen Gardens I didn't know 
him. I mean I didn't lmow he lived in Aberdeen Gardens. 
Q. Didn't you know he lived in Newport News? 
A. -Yes. 
Q. You did know somepody who livecl in Newport News, 
is that right f 
A. I knew wh~n I got thi~ telephone number, it was given 
to me at the store, I knew Manley and knew he 
page ·280 } lived in Newport News at that particular time. 
Q. You stated you went to Newport News, 1 
believe, and checked up on this 'phone number? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You found it was on 3oth Stre.et in the 1200 block? 
.A.. Yes, sir. 
Q·. Is that where Manley lives? 
A. Yes, sir, at that particular time he lived there. 
Q. At that particular time? 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. T1hen you came on bac)f: home, I believe, or stayed in 
Newport News some at night, did you Y · · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where was your wife working then? 
.A.. She was working at the Old Point Laundry. 
Q. She crune in at about 11 :45, I believe 7 _ 
A. Yes, that was her usual time for getting home, ~ound 
a qµarter of twelve, sometimes it might be one or two min-
utes earlier or one or hyo ~inutes lat~r. As a general rul~ 
it was around a quarter of twelve. 
Q. Did you ask her about that telephone nqmber then? 
A. That night, 
Q. Yes. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The first thing you asked h~r, isn't that correcU 
A. That was the first words I said to her. 
page 281 ~ Q. ·what was said about that, · · 
A. I asked her was she- satisfied,· I ask~d her 
.about my home, I qsked h~r wasn it she satisfied, anq ~he s~d 
yes. 
Q. What else did you say to her that night? 
A. I asked her eonc.~rning this telephone number, some 
g·entleman calling up at the store leaving word for her to• 
call back.. . 
Q. Did you tell her that ~{rs. Mitchell thought it was yo-q. Y 
A. Yes, sir, I told her that. 
Q. What was the argument over then Y 
A. Well, she ran hot. 
Q. What do you mean 1 Did she ~ccuse you of maltlng any 
frame-up on he,r? 
A. Sure. 
Q. She did! 
A. She did, sure, she .did. That is when I told her about 
the telephone messag-e1 I got from Mrs. Mitchell. 
-Q. Didn't she tell you that before you even told her about 
the telephone number? 
A. I told her the telephone number. 
Q. She told you you were framing up on her? 
A. Yes. 
Q. "When did you ~11 go after this argument? 
page 282 ~ A. It wasn't such a big argument that I could 
see, it was just a little talk between her and I, 
,she ra.11 hot and told me to take her home. 
Q. Did you take her home 1 
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A. Yes, sir, I did. 
Q. )Vhere did you keep the pistol at that time Y 
A. The pistol was in the house in a drawer. 
Q. Did you take your pistol with you that nig.bt T 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What time did you go over to the ,T ordans Y 
A. The .J ordans Y 
., Q. Yes. 
A. As soon as·I c.ould get ready. It was after twelve, just 
th~ exact time I couldn't exactly say. 
Q. Did you drive straight to the doorY 
A. Yeg, sir. 
Q. vVhat did you do then Y 
A. I drove up in the yard and pulled just off the edge of 
the road just enough probably to back out in the highway 
and then pull down the road. 
Q. Did you g·et out at all Y 
A. I didn't get out of the car. 
Q. How far away was it when the guard challenged you Y 
A. When the guard walked up, as I figured out the yard, 
. he walked up to my car, that was after my wife 
page 283 ~ had gone into the house. 
Q. What clid he say to you when he caine up 
thereY 
A. He told me that this was a restricted area, I think he 
said, in fact, he said they were watching the reservoir up 
there, Government Reservoir, and when I stopped my car to 
park it a little farther off the road. 
Q. How did he speak to you? 
A. )Vb.en he walked up to the side of the 'car I said. 
Q. Did he stop right beside the car and talk to you Y 
A. Yes, right at the front glass, I spoke· to him. 
Q. Did you heur Carrie Jordan and Elijah Jordan testify 
they heard somebody say, ''Don't spoot''Y 
A. No, sir, I didn't hear that. , 
Q. Did you hear them testify here. on the stand here Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. They testified that you had a. pistol there Y 
A. Thev did? 
Q. Yes." 
A. They did testify that I did, but I didn't. I didn't have 
any gun at all that nig·ht with me. 
Q. You testified the guard just walked up to your car and 
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.A.. That is all, and told me wha.t I said about stopping close 
to the highway in that restricted area. · , 
Q. When did you see Helen Williamson next V 
page 284 } .A.. Tl1e next time I seen her was the next after-
noon when I went down to her mother's. 
Q. Is that the time you sat out in the car and talked to 
her for a few minutes? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You testified the time she told you about meeting this 
man, is that correct! 
.A. ,v eu, on the first beginning, that particular time we 
were sitting in the car, she told me where she met thi,s fel-
low was at.a,beauty parlor, but in the later stages she changed 
it after she started going to the beauty parlor, when I wanted 
to go there and find out this gentleman's name that had called 
her. 
Q. Wha.t did you all decide after she told you that Y 
A. That was around the next dav. 
Q. Around the next day! .. 
A. '·Vhen we started for the beauty parlor. 
Q. "\Vas that the next day after she, came home, or was that 
the dav after she came to the car and talked to vou f 
A. She came to the car that afternoon, and then the next 
morning was the time we started to the beauty parlor. 
Q. The next morning? 
A. Yes, sir. 
. Q. ·what time Y 
A. It was in the morning, I disrecall the exact 
page 285 } time, but it was after we ha.d got up. 
Q. ·where were you working-? 
A. I was working at the Newport News Shipbuilding & Dry 
Dock Company. 
Q. W)lat time did you go to work Y 
A. Seven o'clock. 
Q. Wben did you all go to Lawyer Butts' office Y 
A. It was around the first of May, it was either around the 
5th or 6th, I think it was on the 6th. 
Q. "\Vasn 't it the clay after this time she came home Y 
A. No, sir, it wasn't the day right after the day that she 
came home, it was on the 6th. When I got the telephone call 
that came in there was a few days later. · · 
Q. It was the nigl1t after you left her home and went to 
·see Lawyer Butts? 
A. 'lTo.e next ·morning·? 
Q. Yes. 
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.A.. No, sir, I didn't go to Lawyer Butts~ the next morning .. 
Q. When did you go! 
A. I wca:p.t ·fltound there the 5th or 6th. 
Q. How ~Y times did you go to Lawyer But~~ office 7 · 
A. I w~nt.thei:e three tim~s. 
Q. Did you sig11 any agreement up in Lawyer Butts' of-
fice! 
page 286 ~ A. I . did. 
Q. When did you sign that agTeement, do you 
recall! 
A. '\Vhen T signed the first agr~ement up there it was about 
the 6th when I signed the ag-reement, but I had b~en up there 
a ~ouple of tim,es to see him before. 
Q. Did he give yo11 a copy of the· agTe~ment of separation 
here which purports to bear your name, is that a copy of the 
agreement you signed 7 
A. Yes, ~ir, that copy there was made about as close as I 
could come to it, probably I will say it might have ibeen a 
couple of weeks before I got the . telephone call, as near as 
I can recall. 
Q. A. couple of weeks before you got the telephone call °l 
A.. Yes, this was brought up a couple .of weeks after as 
close as I could recall now, I wouldn ''t say for certain, after 
I had got the telephone c.all. ' 
Q. I notice there is a date, May 9, 1941 Y 
. .A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does that take effect after· the 6th of May, 1941, is that 
correct¥ 
A. Yes, I think that is rig·ht. I don't just recall the exact 
dates, the exact date of the month tha.t it was. 
Q. T:J}is agreement of separation here was that you all were 
to go your respective ways, was it not7 
. A. That is what w~ c.alled for; but her and I 
page 287 ~ had met between, her and I. We had made other 
agreements p~tw~en her and I. 
Q. This is a sig'lled agr~ement that you made, though, isn't 
iU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is your sig-nature and that is Helen Williamson's 
signature! 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It is to tnke effect. from May 6, 1941, after which you 
are to go your· respective ways. Now, you will note from 
this agTeement also, '' They have separated and now live 
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apart and intend to live apart from each other for the rest 
of their natural lives." 
· A. That is the wa.y it reads. , 
Q. Were you living· .together at that time 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And still the agreement says you were not living there 
together? 
A. That is what that said, but we did; we lived together 
after the agTeement. 
Q. You furnished that information to Lawyer Butts so he 
could draw it so it would read that way, did you not Y 
A. Well, I told him the situation and he drew the cpntract 
up. I didn't tell him-the only thing he asked me concerning 
it was concerning my property, to get the deed 
page 288 ~ to that. He asked me about that, about getting 
the deed to that so he could put it on that, but 
the whole sketch of the whole thing, how it was drawed up, 
I didn't know how to draw it up. 
Q. ·were yon all living together when that agreement was 
drawn up? · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Tha.t was drawn up to take effect as of l\fay 6th Y 
A. It was-what do you mean Y It was to go-
Q. To g·o into effect, it wa.s signed on Ma.y 9th and it was 
to go into effect Ma.y 6th Y , 
A. We drawed it to-after he drawed it up he gave me 
the papers and I was going to hold the papers until time· for 
it to c.ome in court, her and I would be together until the 
time it come. up in court. 
Q. In other word~, you all signed an agTeement to go ahead 
and separate, but you were going to wait for the time to, come 
up in: court? 
A. That is what they have to wait on, I think. 
Q. That says you are to live apart for the rest of your 
natural lives? 
A. After it would have went through court. Lawyer Butts 
told me that it would take six months before I could get 
my divorce, and I didn't feel that, I was divorced until this 
six months was up. 
pag·e 289 ~ Q. Still you say to. the jury now that you were 
livlllg with Helen Williamson Y 
A. Yes, sir, I was supposed to live with her, as far 3-s I 
can recall. 
Q. You set out in your &greement that you are going to 
live apart from ea.ch other for the rest of your natural lives 'I 
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A. After those six months. We were at that particular 
time. until her and I come to agreements together and dis-
agreed to cancel both papers. 
Q. For all intents and purposes, so far as you were con-
cerned, you were living· apart, were you not Y 
A. I don't exactly understand .you. 
Q. I s.ay you were living apart as far as you were concerned 
by this agTeement, were you notf 
A. I was living apart Y 
Q. Yes. 
A. She was living with me. 
Q. But you could go your way and she could go hers, isn't 
that correct Y 
A. No, sir, she couldn't go her way. We were still hus-
band and wife at that time. 
Q. Just how long· did she stay with you· after this agree-
ment was signed! 
A. She stayed with me until Sunday nig-ht be-
page 290 } fore the Monday night a week after this shooting 
occurred . 
. Q. She stayed with you only until June 22nd, isn't that 
correct? 
A. I don't just'recall the date, but she stayed with me t1iat 
Sunday night, and then it wa.s a week after that l\fonday 
later when the shooting occurred. 
Q . .She was not living with you at the time this shooting 
did occur, then T ~ 
A. That week sl1e wasn't staying at my house that week. 
Q. That particular Sunday Frank Henry ca.me down, didn't 
he, from PetersburgY 
A. Yes, sir, he came down on that S1.1nday before it oc-
curred a, week. 
Q. And on that Sunday you didn't know that she had gone 
to Petersburg and g·otten your sister, is that correcU 
A. I didn't know she had gone. 
Q. And you stated yo1;1 had some misunderstanding between 
vou all on that date Y 
.. A. No, sir. 
Q. About going to Petersburg? 
A. No, sir, I didn't say anything the Sunday nig-ht after 
they came hack, I didn't say anything- to her aib,out g·oing· to 
Petersburg.· 
· Q. Didn't ·you s!ate at the same time you were rather up-
set about her buymg· a car! ' 
Hugh R. Williamson v. Commonwealth of Virginia 181 
H11,gh, Williarnson (Colored) .. 
page 291} A. Yes, but still I didn't say anything to her 
in reg-a.rd to that at that p·articular nio·ht. 
Q. You said there was some misunderstanding at that tim<\ 
did you not!· 
A. Yes. I dicln 't say anything to her about . it that par-
tfoular night, the Sunday night that she came from Peters-
burg. 
Q. Now, thiSi nignt that you came home from the Shipyard, 
you say you got home about 5 :45, I believe it was, on the 
Monday of the shooting! · 
A. 5:451 
Q. "\Vas it approximately that time? 
A. It wasn't that late. I knocked off at four o'clook. 
Q. Four o'clock! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where was Frank Henry then 1 
A. That afternoon! 
Q. Yes. 
A. That was the evening of the shooting! 
Q. Yes. 
A. He was in Newp9rt News that afternoon when I came 
home, but he was down there a.t the store where I was at when 
the shooting occurred. 
Q. But I mean tha.t afternoon he was in Newport News 
working, was he not f 
pag·e 292 } A. Oh, you mean around three or four o'clock 
in the afternoon, like that Y 
Q. Yes, or later on. 
A. He was in Newport News workiµg in the barber shop. 
He had got a job. . 
Q. When did you give him the money to purchase these 
screens? 
A. When I g·ot up to go to the Shipyard I went in his bed-
room and gave him $50.00 that morning. 
Q. $50.00 to get screens Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You stated that you were lyino- down on your bed in the 
dark, that your sister and her two cliildren and Prank Henry 
came driving up in the car 7 
A. There wasn't a light in my bedroom. I was laying 
across the bed. Tlhe light was in the living room. That light 
was on. There was no light in my bedroom. 
Q. ,vho was driving the car that came up with Helen Wil-
liamson in there, did you see Helen 1 
A. No, sir, I didn't. When the car drove up I could see 
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Frank-I mean the two kids jump out as I raised up, and 
then my sist~r g·ot out, and I knew who it was. I fignrec1 who 
it wa.s fro~ the car setting· there, and I could hear the- kids 
talking·, they was runing up in the ya.rd and they ran right 
1 in the house, c.ame up, on the porch .. 
page 298 ~ Q·. How long did .you stay in the house then 
after thaU , 
A. I stayed in the house then, I couldn't say exactly how 
many minutes it was, but as close as I could get to it, it would 
be around fifteen, something like that. 
Q. Did you know who was in the automobile with Helen Y 
A." At the particular time, I didn't. In fact, I didn't know. 
I just presumed it was some of the neighbors or something 
in the car that she had picked up down the highway. · 
Q. She was living over at her mother's house at that time, 
was she no't? 
A. I don't know, I couldn't say exactly that she was liv-· 
ing there. · 
Q. But 1she hadn't been to your house for a week sincer the 
Sunday before that, had she? ; 
, A. Yes, sir, she had been there, but she didn't stay there 
overnight. · 
Q. Where did Mary Henry and they go after they came 
thereY 
A. Where did they go! 
Q. Yes. 
A. What do you mean, to live? 
Q. Did they stay in the house this Monday night Y 
A. Of the shooting! Q. Yes. · 
page 294 ~ A. I didn't stay there. . I don't know exactly 
who stayed there the Monday night of the shoot-
ing. . 
Q. Didn't you say you thought about this pistol you had 
there-
A. You see after the -shooting occurred, eight o'clock, I 
left. . 
Q. ·when did you start thinkin~ rubout ·this pistol! 
A. What do you mean, to take it over to town! 
Q. Yes . 
.A.. l thought about that in the afternoon while they were 
over to town. There was~ 't anybody home but me there 
home alone. . 
Q. Didn't you think about it that nig·htY 
A. 'What do you mean, the time the shooting occurred y 
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Q. No, I am talking about the time when the family came 
home? 
A. The gun was in the car then. 
Q. The gun was in the car? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You say you had already gotten the gun out! 
A. I had carried the gun out to the car and started to go 
to Hampton. 
Q. You say you put the gun in the car before Mary Henry 
and they arrived home? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You already had the gun there Y 
page 295 ~ A. The gun was already in the car. 
Q. Did you all eat supper there together! 
A. Eat supper there at night! 
Q. Yes. 
A. As a rule, I mostly ate by myself that week, because it 
would be sometimes late when r· got in, because sometimes I 
would get off at six o'clO"ck, seven o'clock, and I would get 
home about eight o'clock, and sometimes they would be done 
eating and sometimes they wouldn't, but as a general rule · 
mostly I worked late and they had had their supper; some-
times Henrv would eat over in town and sometimes he didn't. 
Q. Did·you hear Mary Henry testify the other day? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you hear her testify that she went · straight to the 
kitchen to fix supper 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you know that they were preparing supper there? 
A. At my house? 
Q. Yes . 
.A. \Vell, yes, because I was waiting for her to come from 
town so I could eat my supper before I went into town. 
Q. "\Vhen she got there, she arrived there when you were 
still there, why didn't you wa.it to eat supper a.t that time ? 
A. Because she didn't fix supper. She had to 
page 296 ~ prepare it for me to eat it before I could ea,t it. 
She would have to fix it up, and I c'Ouldn't eat the 
minute she would come in the house, because it was unpre-
pared at the particular time. 
Q. Did Frank Henry get in the car with you? 
A. ·what, when I left to go to the store? 
Q. Yes. 
A. Yes. 
Q. ·where was the gun tl1en 1 
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A. The gun was in the car. 
Q. Whereabouts in the car! 
A. It was in the car in a little pocket in the car. 
Q. ·which side t 
.A. There is a little pocket there almost in the middle of the 
car, off on this side from the steering wheel, it wouldn't be in 
the middle, but it is off a little bit. 
(~. You had put that in there before Mary Henry and the 
others ever got. home? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. You all and Frank Henry drove down to the store there 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·which way were you going to Hampton? 
A. As a general rule I would go around by Mr. Mitchell's 
· store and go around in front of the reservoir and 
·page 297 ~ hit that road going out that \Yay. It was nearly 
as close one way as it was the other. I used to 
travel that road practically all the time. 
Q. .You said you were going down there to get a soda t 
A. Yes, sir, I was going to get him a soda or a treat, what-
ever his desire was. After he got his soda I would give him 
a treat. 
(~. Did yon hear :B,rank Henry testify on the stand? 
A. Yes, sir. 
ci. ·what did you see when you arrived down that road 
there? 
A. Vl ell; when I g·ot I imagine 50 feet or more, close enough 
for my lights to throw on the car, I couldn't say for certain 
at the present moment, but after I got right up to the car then 
I recognized it was the Ford my wife was driving, and then 
I dis.cerned the two people sitting in there a.s my lights were 
thrown on the car. 
Q. You didn't hear Frank Henry testify that he couldu 't 
see anything like that? _ . 
l\fr. Kearney: He isn't chargeable with what Frank Henry 
testified to; neither is he ·chargeable with what Frank Henry 
snw. He has been asked ·whether he heard so and so testify. 
Under the law, he ha.s to be here in the courtroom during the 
trial of the case. while the witness is on the stand. 
pa.ge 298 } He ha:s got to be here, and of course he heard tliose 
witnesses testify. . 
The Court: He can testify to what he could see. 
Mr. Kea.mey: ,v e object to that line of examination, it is 
improper, and I ask Your Honor to-
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The Court: He may testify as to what he could or could not 
see, and of course the testimony of Henry stands · on its own 
base. 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. ·where did you stop your car V 
A. \Vell, it was somewhere along near her ear, but I coul~'t 
say exact. . 
Q. "\Vould you have stopRed at Mitchell's store regardless 
.of whether you saw her car or not 1 
A.. vV ell, when I left home, I left home with the intention to 
stop at Mitchell's. · ' 
Q. "\Vas there plenty of space behind her car to· stop there 
in front of Mitchell's store? 
... 1.. There wa.s plenty there, but his gas tanks are there, and 
if you ain't going to buy any gas the fellows out that wa.y 
don't block the tanks. 
Q. As a matter of fact, her car was blocking the tanks, 
wasn't iU 
A. I don't know, sir. Of course, he has got a long stretch 
in front of his store you can park, I imagine 50· 
page 299 ~ feet or more, cars can park beyond his house. 
Q. Did you notice all that while you were driv-
ing up there? 
A. No, sir, I didn't notice it then. I have been living there 
and I Jmow that this parking space is along there that you 
can park, hut that particular night I didn't pay no.thing like 
that, any attention. 
Q. ·what did you do when you saw this car of Helen Wil-
liamson? Y -ou said you recognized that, you recognized some 
people in there. 
A. ·well, when I recognized her wasn't it in the car? 
Q. vVbat did you do then? 
A. I don't know what I did then exactly, my mind went 
right away from me. 
Q. Your mind went right away? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you put on your brakes? 
A.. I don't know, sir, exactly how I stopped the car, I 
couldn't tell you how I stopped it. 
Q. Do yon know where you stopped the car? 
A. I don't ]mow. I stopped it at that store corner. How 
I stopped it, I couldn't say. 
(~. Did you intend to stop at that store? 
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A. Sure, I was intending to stop there. 
page 300 ~ Q. Bu.t you don't know how you stopped there t 
. A. When I stopped the car I don't know, I 
couldn't say how I stopped it. I don't know whether I pushed 
on the b;rake or pulled up the emergency brake, or what. 
Q. How fast were you driving f 
A. I wasn't driving fast, because before I got to the store 
and before I got up close enough to park this car at, I just 
figured I would park around in :front of the car that was 
parked there, and after I got up and found it was her car, got· 
in close enough range to view it was her car, throwed my 
lights on the car, I looked into the ca.r to see who was in the 
car. 
Q. You remember looking in there! 
A. When I first got there. 
Q. v\Then you first got there Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do yon remember stopping your car °l 
.A. I hadn't stopped. 
Q. Do you remember stopping iU 
A. I don't reckon I had stopped it. 
Q. no you remember stopping your car f 
. A. I don't. remember ho,v I stopped it. 
·Q. Do you remember how you got back to the other car °l 
A. Got back.to her carY 
Q. Yes. 
page 301. ~ A. I don't remember. 
Q. You don't remember anything f 
A. I don 1t rememl1er nothing of that, no, sir. .After I got 
there my mind went right away from me, I don't know how 
I got there. · 
Q. Do you Imow how you got to· Mitchell's storef 
A. Sure, I know how I came down there. I left my home 
in the automobile. 
Q. As soon as you got ready to stop you for got evervthing, 
is that wha.t you are telling this juryf " 
A. After I seen them parked in this car, I was right up off 
abreast of them almost, I imagine, when I observed them· in 
the car hugged up. The c.ar-I don't know whether··'it had 
completely stopped or was Rtill rolling.· 
Q. You don't remember whether you were stopped or were 
.still rolling, · 
. A. No, sir, no,t at that particular time I couldn't exactly· 
sav. Q. ,vhen is the next thing you remember Y 
Hugh lt,. Willi~soµ y! qe>~onw.~&lth C?f ·yirginia !87 , 
· H'l.f,g~ Tf#li(-in,,~,m (Calared)~ 
A. The next t4ing I re~~mb~~ whe~ ~rs. HanµJ.ton spoke 
tom~, and I tipped ~y h~t and walkeq. qff. 
(~. That is the next thing you remember? 
A~ Yes, sir~ 
Q. Dq yo11 ·reme:µiber 11nlo~q.iµg yoµr gun f . 
A. N9, sir. 
page 302 ~ Q. Do you re:p:1eµiber lpttdiµg your gun before 
you went up there? 
A. No, sir. . Q~ y OU don't rem,.emQer loading your gun before you left I 
your house? 
A. No, ·sir, because the gq.n heing iµ tne hpuse it stayed. 
loaded all the time in -the house. 
Q. You kept it l'oaded there in th~ hems~ itµ tlle tim~ f 
A. Yes, sir. 
· Q. "\Vere vou going to sell a loaded gun Y 
A. Well, ·r ha.cl :µeyer ~wen th.~n1g~.t ~pol.lt tlle ~helis b~µig 
in the gun, so far ~ that p}~rt of it. I w~s gqing tp giye lli:m: 
the gun, bullets and a1i. '+1~~ ql.lll~ts were :p.o gqod to m~. . 
Q. Yo~ diqn 't. think aho~1t i! being lqaq.ed at tµ~t time? 
.A.. I d1dn 't tlnnk to u11load 1t, but the bullets ~nd ~JI I was 
goi~g to get rid of the whole thing, bec~~se it wasn't ap.y good 
to me. . · 
Q. How do you know it was loaded when you put it in the 
car7 
A. It had been loaded at home all the time before. 
Q. Did j7 0·µ know h ·wa.s loa4'ed ,vhen you were a.bout to stQp, 
yotff automobile 7 
A. "\Vell, I didn't even give that a thought. 
. Q. Y pu didu 't even think about the pistol Y 
pa.ge 303 ~ A.. After· I seen them hugged-:~P I dicln't have 
the lea.st thing on my mind. I don't know how I 
got the pistol or don't kno~v when I got it. 
Q. Do you remember·that you put it in there? 
A. That afternoon 1 
Q. Yes. · 
A. Sure, I remember that. 
Q. Y.ou remember right wh~n you got up to her car f 
A. After I seen them hugged-up Y 
Q. N·o, I meµn before they ,vere hugg~d-u.p, do you remem-
ber then? 
A. ·when I got up to their car I seen them in the car hugged-
1-lP, I don't remember. . 
Q. You don't remember the pistol or whether you were go-
ing to stop or anything else 7 · 
A. No, sir. · 
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Q. The next thing you remember is when you went back. 
to talk to Mrs. Hamilton; do you remember going back to the 
store? · 
A. Yes, sir, I remember after I had ·left, after Mrs. Hamil-
ton had talked to me and I tipped my hat and walked off the 
lawn, I remember going back to the store. 
Q. You remember driving away with Frank Henry from 
the store! 
A. Frank, I imagine he was 10 or 15 feet off the front of 
the store headed back towards home. 
page 304 ~ Q. Do you remember driving· with him Y 
A. ,vhen I went back home Y 
Q. Yes. 
i\.. He went back with me. 
Q. ·who drove Y 
A. I drove. 
Q. You remember it, how to drive, didn't you Y 
A. vVell, I had been driving quite awhile. 
Q. Did youlet J:l,rank out at home there? 
A. Yes, sir, I expect. I went in the house myself. 
Q. ,-~lhen did you next remember the pistol 1 
A. I next remembered the pistol, I remember it come to me 
when I got up to Jefferson Avenue Highway, just off of Hilton 
there. 
Q. You didn't know you had the pistol, did you t 
A. I hadn't gave it a thought. That was the first that I 
g~ve the gun a tho~g~t~ and then it ,Yas lying in the seat right 
beside me, and I picked it up and opened the glass and threw 
it out. 
Q. Do you rememller seeing your wife in Mitchell's store Y 
A. In Mitchell ~s store? 
(~. Yes. 
A. After I came back Y 
page 305 ~ Q. Yes. 
A. Yes, she was lying on the floor. 
Q. How did your pistol get in the car? 
A. I don't know, sir, when I put the gun in the car-when 
I came back or whether I ,vent in the store ,vith the gun in my 
hand, I don't remember. _ 
Q. Do you remember throwing the gun away? 
A. I remember when I got to .Jefferson Avenue Highway 
I thought about the gun and looked in the seat for it, it was 
lying in the seat, and I dropped the glass and dropped it along 
the road. 
Q. ,vhy did you think about the gun then f 
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A. I don't know wl1y I thought about it, but l did. 
Q. ·why did you go 011 to Petersburg f ·why did you get 
filled with ga.soline 1 
A. I wanted to go see my mother. 
Q. You didn't remember anything you had done, why did 
you want to do that 01 
A. vY ell, I Imow my mind had went all to pieces, and Mrs·. 
H amiltou had talked to me and I came to myself and walked 
away, and I went back .up to the store and found Helen was 
shot, that is what made me want to go see my mother. 
Q. Did you remember that Helen was shot7 . 
A. Sure, when I came back up to the store ·1 asked a kid on 
the porch. · 
page 306 } Q: You remembered that she was shof then Y 
A. I didn't remember it. I asked the child on 
the porch where was Helen, and he said, '' She is in the store.'' 
(~. Why did you fill up with gas and go to Petersburg then 1 
A. After I went baek to the store and found out Helen was 
shot, I wanted to go home and tell my mother what was the 
trouble. · 
Q. You didn't remember anything about it, did you! 
A. I went back to the store and asked the kid. 
Q. )Vb ere did you go then 1 Yon went to your grandfather's 
farm outside of Petersburg? 
A. ·when I left the store 1 
Q. When you left, when you filled up with gas did you drive 
to Petersburg? 
A. I drove do",i the road a ways and stopped. 
Q. Didn't you ddve to your grandfather's farm at Peters~ 
bmg? 
A. Yes. sir. 
Q. And parked your car Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And where did you go from there t 
A. I walked back in Petersburg. 
Q. Didn't you go to a bus station? 
A.. Yes, sir. 
page 307} Q. Did you buy a newspapert 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·w1w did you buy a newspaper? 
A. Well, I just bought the paper just to look at it, just to 
be buying. In fact, I didn't read the paper. I kept it all the 
way to New York and never rP.atl a line on it. 
· Q. Why did you go to New York? 
A. Well, I didn't know how to tell my mother, and in fact 
I was ashamed almost to go home. 
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Q. Your mother was in Petersburg, wasn't shet 
-A-· Y ~s, sir. · . Q. ·why didn't you go to your mother's like you started tof 
.1:.\.. I started there, and I got there, my mind changed alto-
g~ther, I didn/t want to go there and "tell her. 
ci. -Did (your mind go' blank or did it change 1 . 
.A. 1Vell, aJ tl~at time it would hiut me to go and tell her I 
got in trouble, because I knew how she would worr! about it. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
l3y Yr. Kearney: 
Q. Did your wife ever complain about the fact that your 
sister and your brother-in-law and two children were living 
~t your plaGe t 
1\... No, sir. 
page 3Q8 ~ Q. Did you ever tell LC3ola Lovett or anyb~dy 
· else that you would kill your wife if you ever 
~~ught her a.nd a ll).an together 1 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. You s~y when you put in £or your divorce, do you m~an 
when you went over to see Lawyer Butts t Is that what you 
mean by putting in for a divorce! 
... ":,..~ Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see any other la:wyer about the differences 
J>etw~en you and your wife, or was he the only one t · 
A. He was the only one I have seen. 
Q. You say tha.t he asked yon all about the deed to your 
prqperty; where was the deed to your property! 
.A. Well, a.t the particular time the deed was in Hampton 
in a small building and loan where I had put in for a loan, and 
I never had went out and got it back. In fact,-I nevar had a 
chance to go down and get it. 
Q. Who took the deed over there t 
.A. My wife taken the deep. over there. 
Q. How did she go to get it . 
.A. She went to Hampton and got it. 
Q. At whose req1}~st? 
A. 'At mine, I told her to go to Hampton and go to the 
building and loan and get the deed. ' · · · 
Q. To ge~ the deed and tak~ it t~ L~wyer Butts? 
p~.ge 309 ~ A.. Yes, sir. · 
Q. So he could get a description of the pr9p~!tY 
fromit., 
4. Yes, sir. 
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"WILLIAM DAVIS BUTTS (Colored), , 
sworn on behalf of the defendant, testified as follows:. 
By Mr. Kearney: 
Q. State your. name and residence, please·¥ 
A. 1Villiam Davis Butts; residence, 1232-27th Street, New-
port News. · 
· Q. ·what is your profession f 
A. Attornev-at-law. 
Q. How long have you been engaged in that profession Y 
A. Since May 14, 1934. 
Q. Do you lmow Hugh Williamson and his wife, Helen Wil .. , 
liamson, Butts t 
~4t.. Yes, they came to see me, I think some time in May, 
1941. 
(~. Wl1at were the circumstances under which they crone 
there ; did they come together? 
A. Yes, this gentleman and lady came up there, I doh 't 
recall having seen them before, it must ha:ve been two or three 
days prior to May 9th, because I see the agree-
page 310 ~ ment was dated ~May 9th, and my recollection is 
they came up for the purpose of getting a divorce, 
but I persuaded them against getting a diYorce at that time. 
Q. vVhy did you pevsuade them against getting a divorce? 
A. ,:v ell, first, I told them they were young people, and he 
sterned to· have been a very industrious man, he had a piece 
of property-that developed that he had a piece of property, 
and was young, nnd she soemed to have been a.n intelligent 
girl, and he appeared to be very nice, and I asked her didn't 
she think it was possible they could get along, and I think she 
said she tried to, and I told her-- I said, '' I don't think you 
could get a better looking man,'' or something like that, '' he 
is a good-looking fellow.'' She said, "I will never love anY-
bcdv else," or something like that, I don't recall the exaet 
words. She said she would never love anybody else whether 
or not they stayed together, and I am sure she did that. 
Q. Did she tell you what the difficulty was? 
A. Yes, partly. She said ~he had been out with a. man, and 
I told her not to go any further. I said, ''Don't tell me who 
it was because he might be a client of mine, and jf he is l 
don't want the case.'' · 
·Q. So you stopped her before :,;he .went into the details? 
A. Yes, that was As far as she got. She started to say some-
thing about some house, and I told. her no, that 
page 311 ~ inasmuch as a suit is not going to be filed it wasn't 
1 necessary to give me that sort of information at 
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that time, because they had then decided merely to draw up 
an· agreement affecting their rights at that time. There was 
n-0 suit for divorce to be filed. 
Q. "\Vas there ever any suit for divorce to be filed Y 
A. Not through my office, no. 
Q. -when they first crone in, then, you talked them out of 
the divorce proposition? 
A. ·Yes, they came in, I would say roughly at least three 
or. four times, together. They came in at least-I am sure 
they came in at lea.st three times together, both of them, for 
that purpose. 
Q. The second time they came back do you remember what 
she said on that occasion Y 
A. I don't remember what happened at any particular time. 
I know the first time they came in about a divorce, and I think 
the second time. they came back it was for the purpose of 
bringing me a deed to get the legal description of the property 
so that it could be set out in a legal manner in the agreement, 
I recall that. 
Q. You drew the agreement? 
A. I drew the agreement, of course. 
Q. Did you follow Gregory's form that all attorneys gen-
erally follow? Look at that agreement and see if 
page 312 ~ you did. 
A. I don't know whether at this particular time 
I consulted Gregory, hut I have a few of these that I get out 
of other files and I sort of copy them out of a record some-
where. I don't' know where I got this particular form of 
agreement. 
Q. The heading of it there is a form that used by all a.t-
tornevs? 
A. ·Yes, it is a common form, it is a legally accepted form, 
yes, as far as I lrn0w. 
Q. Well, now, a.fter that agreement had been. signed and 
before it was signed, did they inquire of you anything about 
whether if they got straightened up whether it would be neces-
sary for them to eome l)ack or not? 
A. I told them-now, this was in May, I think, and the next 
time of course would either be in ,June or tTuly, I don't lmow, 
but I told them if they got together it was not necessary to 
come hack. 
Q. If they did not get straightened out, were they to come 
~~, . 
A.- Yes, I think they were. 
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Q. And he never did come back any more, did either one o:f 
them come back for a divorce 1 
.A. After this agreement was signed they did, he .and she 
came ha.ck there once, I think, after the ~~eement, 
pa.ge 313 } was signed. 
Q. 1Vhat did they tell yon then, that they wanted 
a divorce or that they did not want one? 
A. I think he wanted-she said-
1\Ir. Baker: Your Honor, his recollec.tion is not clear; he 
thinks, he isn't sure . 
. '11he ·witness: I really am not sure. ' 
The Court: If you know ·what took place, state it; if you do 
11ot, say so. 
The Witness : I don't recall. 
Mr. Bal{er: Your Honor has been allowing the witness to 
testify to what Helen Jordan "\Villiamson said on the grounds 
that that might provide some probal)le ca:use or some provo-
cation for this defendant to kill his wife, but certainly ther~. 
is no intimation here that regardless of ,vhat she told Lawyer 
Butts on this particular occasion that that is intended to show 
any provocation, and I think the narrative and relation of 
w·hat she has said has gone far enough. 
The Court: If you know what was said at that time, state 
it, and if you do not lmow, say so. 
The "\Vitness : Your Honor, it ,vould lJe very difficult to say 
exactly wha.t the woman said in May, in a. busy 
page 314} office, because to tell you the truth I didn't pay 
much attention to it. To me it was just another 
couple coming through the office, that was all. 
CROSS EXAl\UN.ATION. 
By Mr. Hope: 
Q. Butts, you say this is a legal form here; did you mean 
it ·would take legal effect? 
44,... As far as I know, yes, sir. 
Q. Don't you get the information from the people rather 
t.han from a form book when it comes to fixing these forms 
up? 
A. Oh, the form, tha.t is just that heading there, but the 
l)asis, the information, I naturally obtain from both of them. 
T-ha.t was signed on the 9th. I looked tha.t up and it w:as on 
Fri.day when it was signed. These people evidently came there 
Tuesday or "\Vednesday, because I wouldn't have stoppe~ my 
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work and prepared an agreement immediately, 8Jld I recall 
that there was a skeleton prepared of that, and that two people 
came back, a Mr. and Mrs. vVilliamson, looked it over c.are-
fully, and if you will notice there are some corrections made 
on that even after it was drawn up in its final form, and they 
either came back that afternoon and signed it or they were 
in the day prior to its being drawn up in that form, and they 
signed it, one way or the other. They wouldn't 
page 315 t have waited, l)ecause it would take the gi.rl at least 
. · an hour to write that up, and then I naturally 
would rea.d'it over before I presented it to the clients for their 
signature. · 
Mr. Kearney: Let the record show that L. :M:. Giddings, 
Deputy Clerk of the Circuit Court of Elizabeth City County, 
Virginia., was tendered as. a witness to prove the fact that an 
attachment for $3,000.00 was pending in this court by the wit-
ness, Studivent, and against the defendant; that the court re-
fused to permit the clerk to testify to this fact on the ground 




page 316 ~ (The Court, together with Commonwealth's at-
torneys and counsel for the defendant, retired to 
the judge's chambers.) 
• ? INSTRUCTIONS . 
Commonwealth's Instriiction ''.A'' ( Gra;nted): 
"The court instructs the jury, .as a matter of law, that in 
considering the case the jury are not to go beyond the evi-
dence to hunt up doubts, nor must they entertain such doubfs 
as are merely chimerical or conjeetural. A doubt to justify 
an acquittal must be a reasonable doubt, and it must arise from 
a candid and impartial investigation of all the evidence in 
the case, and unless it is such that, were the same kind of 
doubt interposed in the graver transactions of life, it would 
cause a reasonable and. prudent man to hesitate and pause 
it is insufficient to authorize a verdict of not guilty. If afte; 
co1:1s!dering ~ll. the eviden~e, you can say tha:t you h~ve an 
ab1dmg conviction of the truth of the charge, you are satis-
fied beyond a reasonable doubt.'' 
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0 ommorvwealth 's Instruction '' B'' (Granted) : 
"The court instructs the jury that. a reasonable doubt is such 
a doubt as may be honestly and reasonably entertained as to 
any substantial and material fact essential ,to 
page 317 r prove the offense c.harged. A doubt to be reason-
able must be based upon the evidence, or that 
which is suggested by the evidence, or grows out of the evi-
dence itself. It must not be an arbitrary doubt, without evi-
dence to sustain it; but it must be serious and substantial 
in order to warrant an acquittal. It must be a doubt of some 
material fact· or facts necessary for the jury to believe to 
:find a verdict of conviction, and not of an immaterial and non-
essential circumstance.'' 
Commonwealth's Instruction "G" ( Gr01Jited): 
''The court instructs the jury that proof beyond a reason-
able doubt does not necessarily mean proof without con-
tradiction or without conflict, but, if after considering all 
the evidence and circumstances produced in the case, the jury 
can say that they have an abiding conviction of the. trut;h of 
the charge contained in the indictment, then they are satisfied 
bevond a reasonable doubt and should :find the defendant 
guilty." 
Commonwealth's I1zstruction. "D" (Granted): 
'' The court instructs the jury that the accused is presumed 
to be innocent and that such presumption goes with him 
through all stages of the trial until the Conunonwealth, upon 
which the burden of proof rests, has shown beyond a reason-
able doubt that the defendant is guilty. A doubt engendered 
by a sympathy or by a dislike to accept the re-
page 318 ~ sponsibility of convicting the defendant is not a 
reasonable doubt. The law does not require proof 
amounting to absolute certainty, nor proof beyond all possi-
bility of mistake. If, after having carefully and impartially 
heard and weighed all the evidence, you reach the conclusion 
that the defendant is guilty with such degree of certainty 
that you would act upon the faith of it in your own most 
important and critical affairs, then the evidence is sufficient to warrant a verdict of guilty.'' 
l\fr. Kearney: We object to Instruction "E'', Your Honor. 
We believe that the evidence in this case is insufficient to sup-
port a verdict of guilty in the first degree, and that this in-
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struction offered for that reason is improper. We think the 
statement of the law as a concrete proposition is a correct 
statement. ·, 
The Court: I imagined from the motions you made, of 
course, that you would object to the instruction. At the 
same time, I am going to give the instruction. 
Mr. Kearney: All right, sir; we note an exception. 
The Court. All right. 
Mr. Kearney: We make a further objection to the last 
sentence in that instruction, "or any time previously''. It 
ignores the defense here that this man was de-
page 319 ~ prived of his reason at the time. 
The Court: I imagine you are going to take 
care of that in your instructions afterwards. 
Commonwealth's lnstniction "E" (,Granted): 
'' To constitute murder in the first degree the prisoner must 
have been incited to the killing by malice and the killing must 
have been a willful, deliberate and premeditated act on the 
part of the prisoner; that is to say, he must have willed, de-
liberated, and premeditated that he should kill the deceased 
or do her some serious bodily injury, the necessary results 
of which would be her death, and from which she died; 
and to constitute a willful, deliberate and premeditated kill-
ing, it is not necessary that the intent to kill should exist 
for any particular length of time prior to the actual killing. 
It is only necessary that such intention should come into 
existence for the first time at the time of such killing or 
any time previously.'' · 
Mr. Kearney: We object to Instruction '' F '' for the reasons 
stated in the objection to Instruction '' E '', because the evi-
dence in this case we do not think would support a verdict 
of guilty, and would not permit the giving of this instruction 
in regard to first degree murder, and for the further reason 
that Instruction ''F" is covered by Instruction "E". 
The Court: I am going to give that. 
page 320 ~ Mr. Kearney: We except fa the giving of In-
structions '' E '' and '' F ''. 
The Court: All right, sir. 
Cornmio1iwea.lth 's Instruction "F'' ( Gramted): 
'' The jury are instructed that every wilful, deliberate and 
:premeditated killing, without provocation or cause, is m~rder 
m the first degree, and that on a charge of murder, malice is 
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presumed from the fact of the killing. When the killing is 
proved, .and is unaccompanied with the circumstances of pal-
liation, the burden of disproving malice is on the prisoner." 
l\fr, Kearney: We make the same objection to the giving 
of Instruction ''G" as we did to Instructions "E" and "F''., 
that is that the evidence iu the case would not justify the 
giving of an instruction for murder. 
The Court: vVith the addition of the word ''unlawful" in 
the first line, I will give that instruction, and note an excep-
tion. 
C onMnonwealth 's I nstructio11i ~'a•' ( Gmnted) : 
"The court instructs the jury that every unlawful homi-
eide in Virginia is presumed in the absence of other evidence 
to be murder of the second degree, and in order to elevate the 
offense to murder of the first degree, the burden is upon the 
Commonwealth; and in order to reduce the offense 
page 321} to manslaughter or to show a justification or ex-
cuse for -the killing, the burden is upon the ac-
cused to introduce evidence sufficient to raise in the minds of 
the jury a reasonable doubt as to whether he be guilty of 
murder, or of manslaughter, or of any offense at all." 
Commonwealth's Instr'liction "H" (Granted): 
"The court instructs the jury that all persons are pre-
sumed to be sane, and that in order to overcome the presump-
tion of sanity, the burden of proof is on the accused to show 
beyond a reasonable doubt that he was incapable at the time 
of the commission of the alleged act of distinguishing between 
1·ight and w1·ong. .And if you, the jury, believe from the evi-. 
dence that the accused was capable of distinguishing right 
from wrong at the time of the commission of the said act, then 
he is deemed to intend the probable consequences thereof, 
and you should find a verdict of guilty.'' 
Comnio1vwealth's Instruction ""!(" (Gram,t~d): 
"The court instructs the jury that murder in the first de-
gree is any wilful, deliberate and premeditated killing, with 
malice aforethought, without provocation. That murder in 
the second degree is a killing· that is malicious, but not wilful, 
deliberate and premeditated. That voluntary manslaughter 
is the unlawful killing of a human being in the heat of sudden 
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passion, upon adequate provocation and not for 
page 322 ~ malice. That involuntary manslaughter is the un-
. lawful killing of a human being without malice, 
either express pr implied, and without intent to kill or inflict 
the injury causing death, committed accidentally, in the com-
mission of some unlawful acf not felonious." 
Defendant's Instruati01i No. 1 (Granted): 
"The court instructs tbe jury that tl1e law presumes every 
person charged with crime to be inn9cent until his guilt is 
established by the Commonwealth beyond a reasonable doubt 
and this presumption of innoc.ence goes with the accused 
througl1 the entire case, and applies at every stage thereof; 
and if, after having heard all of th<3 evidence in this case, the 
jury have a reasonable doubt of the guilt of the accused upon 
the whole case, or as to any fact essential to prove the charge 
made· against him in the indictment, it is their d11_ty to give 
the prisoner the benefit of the doubt and find him not guilty.'' 
Defendaint's Instruction No. 2 (Granted): 
'' The court instructs the jury that, upon the trial of this 
case, if a reasonable doubt of any fact necessary to establish 
the guilt of the accused as charged in the indictment be raised 
·by the evidence, or lack of evidence, such doubt is decisive, and 
the jury must acquit the accused, since a verdict of 'not guilty' 
means no more than that the guilt or the accused has not been 
established in the precise, specific, and narrow 
page 323 ~ form prescribed by law.'' 
Defendant's Instruction No. 3 (Gr(Jll1,ted): 
' "The court instructs the jury that if, upon the whole evi-
dence in the case, there is any reasonable hypothesis con-
sistent with the innocence of the accused, they must find him . 
not guilty.'' 
DefenMJnt's Instruction No,: 4 (Grooted): 
''The court instructs the jury that every man in the eyes of 
the law is innocent until he is proven by competent evidence 
to be guilty, and not only is the burden of proof of the guilt 
of a person eharged with crime on the Commonwealth, but to 
warrant convic.tion his guilt must be proven to the exclusion 
of every reasonable hypothesis consistent with his innocence. 
The accused is ·entitled to the benefit of the legal presumption 
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in favor of his innocence, 'which presumption goes with the 
prisoner throughout the entire case and applies to each stage 
thereof. It is not sufficient that they should believe his guilt 
. probable only, or more probable than his innocence. If the 
jury shall have any reasonable or rational doubt as to ariy 
material fact necessary to convict the accu.sed of the offense 
charged, they are bound to give the accused the benefit of 
that doubt. They must be satisfied not only that the circum-
stances are consistent with the accused having committed the 
offense charged, but they must also be satisfied that the facts 
· are such as to be inconsistent with any other 
page 324 r rational conclusion than that of his guilt." 
Defendant's Instruction No. ·5 (Granted): 
'' The court further instructs the jury that when the def end"' 
ant is sworn in his own behalf his evidence is to be considered 
just as any other witness and if the jury have any ·reason-
able doubt in their minds as to which of the witnesses to be-
lieve, then it is the duty of the jury to give the defendant 
the benefit of the doubt and to acquit him.'' 
Defen-danit's lnstructio1i No. 6 (Granted): 
'' The court' instructs the jury that the defendant in this 
case has introduced evidence of good character. That such 
evidence of good character is a substantial fact, like any other, 
tending to establish the innocence of the defendant, and if 
. the jury believe from the evidence of good chaxacte!l' of 
the defendant as testified to in this case is suffie.ient to raise 
a reasonable doubt as to his guilt, when considered with all 
of the other evidence in the case, they shall acquit the de-
fendant.'' 
Defendant's Instruction No.' 7 (Granted): 
'' The court instructs the jury that. upon the trial of a 
criminal case by a jury the law contemplates the concurrence 
of twelve minds in the conclusion of guilt before a conviction 
. can be had. Each individual juror must be satis-
page 325 ~ fled beyond a reasonable doubt of the defendant's 
guilt before he can, under his oath, consent to a 
verdict of guilty. Each juror should feel the responsibility 
resting upon him as a member of the jury, and should realize 
that his own mind must be convinced beyond a reasonable 
doubt of defendant's ·guilt before he can consent to a verdict 
of guilty. The ref ore, if any individual member of the jury, 
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after having duly .considered all the evidence in this case, 
and after consultation with his fellow-jurors, should entertain 
such reasonable doubt of defendant's guilt as is set forth in 
certain other instructions in this case, it is his duty not to 
surrender his own convictions simply because some of the re-
mainder of the jurors entertain different convictions.'' 
Defendant's Instruction No. B (-Gra1ited): 
'' The court instructs the jury that if you believe from the 
evidence that the defendant's wife acl\}11].tted to him that 
· she had been guilty of an adulterous act with the witness, 
Obie Studivent, and as a result of same there had been a 
separation agreement drawn and a divorce action contem-
plated between the defendant and his wife, and thereafter 
the deceased promised the defendant that she would not go 
with Obie Studivent again; and that on the night of the homi-
cide the defendant discovered the deceased and Obie Studi-
vent together in her automobile, and this discovery so in-
furiated the deceased that he went into a blind 
page 326 ~ rage and became temporarily insane and while 
in this condition shot the deceased, from which 
gunshot wounds she died, the defendant would not be guilty 
of any offense.'' 
Defendant's Instriwtion No. 9 (Granted): 
'' The court instructs the jury that if they believe that the 
accused was temporarily insane at the time of the commis-
sion of the homicide, they shall find him not guilty." 
(The Court, together with Commonwealth's attorneys and 
counsel for defendant, returned to the cou~troom.) 
The Court: Gentlemen of the jury, we will now take a re-
cess until 7 :15 o'clock P. M. I again caution you not to 
discuss this case wit11 anybody. 
AFTER RECESS. 
(The instructions were read by the Court to the jury.) 
The Court: Gentlemen of the jury, I should say a word 
to you with regard to writing your verdict. If, as you have 
been instructed here by the clerk heretofore, your verdict be 
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that the accused is not guilty, you will write your 
page 327 } verdict : ''We, the jury, find the accused not 
guilty,'' and your foreman will sign it. If,, on the 
other hand, it be your verdict that the accused is guilty, you 
must go further and state of what you find him guilty, an¢1. 
I will ask the clerk to read to you again the various grades 
of punishment for the various offenses. 
(The clerk read to the jury the various grades of punish-
ment for the various offenses.) 
( The jury retired to consider its verdict· and rendered 
the following: 
"We, the jury, find the defendant guilty of murder in the 
second degree, and fix his punishment at :five ( 5) years in 
the penitentiary. 
T. E. EZELL, 
Foreman.'' 
Mr. Kearney: I move to set aside the verdict as being 
contrary to the law and the evidence, there being' no evi-
dence to support t11e verdict of second degree murder that the 
jury brougnt in, and tl1e mi,sdireetion of the. jury by t.he Court, 
with the improper admission of evidence by the Common-
wealth over the objeetion of the defendant, and for the im-
proper exclusion of evidence offered by the de- . 
page 327-a } fendant in this case. 
page 328 } The Agreement ref erred to in the . evidence of 
William D. Butts (col.), on page 314 on cross 
examination is as follows, to-wit: 
AGREEMENT OF SEPARATION. 
This agreement made this the ninth (9th) day of May, 1941, 
between Hugh Williamson, party of the first part, and Helen 
Jordon Williamson, his wife, party of the second part, both 
parties being of Elizabeth City County, Virginia. 
WITNESSETI-I: Whereas a cause of action for divorce has 
occurred between the parties hereto, on account. of which they 
have separated and now live apart and intend to live apart 
from each other for the rest of their natural lives. 
Now, therefore, without either party waiving any rights, 
causes of action, making any admissions or denials relative 
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to any alleged cause of action for divorce, but i:µ full settle-
ment, adjustment and compromise of all property rights and 
questions in connection therewith, and the sole consideration 
being tlle mu foal promises and covenants hereinafter set forth, 
the par_ti~s have agreed as follows: 
The party of the first part agrees to pay all the · outstand-
ing bills made by either party up to and including bills· in-
curred on or before the sixth (6th) day of May, 1941; The 
party of the first part further agrees to pay the balance due 
on the note made jointly by the parties hereto. 
The party of the second part hereby relinqnislies all her 
rights of dower, title, and interest in and to' the following 
real esta fe owned by Hugh Williamson: 
All that certain lot, piece or parcel of 1and, situate and 
being in Wythe Magisterial District, Elizabeth City County, 
Virginia, fronting on the Easterly side of Saw-
p,age 329 r yers Swamp Road a disfance of sixty ( 60) feet, 
and extending back therefroon in an Easterly 
direction between parallel lines approximately six hundred 
sixty-seven ( 667) feet to a ditch ; said parallel lines being 
parallel to the Southerly boundary of the property conveyed 
by the parties of the first part to William Russell by deed 
dated June 28, 1935, and :M:arch 21, 19·36; the property hereby 
conveyed being bounded on the· North by the property this 
day being conveyed by the parties of the first part to William 
Russell; on the. East by said ditch; on the South by other 
property conveyed this day to the said Hugh Williamson by 
the said parties of the first part; and on the West by Sawyers 
-Swamp Road. 
The property hereby conveyed being a portion of the same 
property conveyed to the said Dewey C. Renick and Paul R. 
Wilford from John S. Yoder and wife, by deed dated July 7, 
1931, and recorded in the Clerk's Office of the Circuit Court 
of Elizabeth City County, Virgil\ia, in Deed Book 86, page 
252. . . ' 
(Being the same property which was conveyed by Dewey 
C. Renick, et nx, et als., to Hugh Williamson by -Deed dated 
th~ 15th day of .April, l.940, and reco~ded in the Clerk's Office 
of the Circuit Court of Elizabeth City County, Virginia, on 
the 23rd day of .April, 1940, in Deed Book 103, page 386.) 
.And any art cl all real property now owned or hereafter 
acquired by the said Hugh Williamson. 
That she relinquishes all her rights· of dower, title and 
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interest in and to any and all personal property, furniture, 
household goods, monies, stocks, bonds, and all property of 
any description and of whatever value owned by Hugh ,vn-
liamson. 
And the party of the second part further agrees that, she 
will not incur or contract any debts on the credit of the party 
of the first part, and hereby releases him from any duty or 
obligation of furnishing her with any maintenance or sup-
port. 
It is mutually agreed and understood between the parties 
hereto tl1at, each may freely sell or otherwise dispose of his 
or her own property by gift,. deed or will, without in any 
wise encumbering the rights of the other and that 
page 330 } each party is hereby barred from any and all 
rights or claims by way of dower, curtesy, in-
heritance, descent, distribution or in any other way arising 
out of the said property . .And each party hereto releases unto 
the other and to the heirs, executors, administrators and 
assigns thereof all claims or right of dower, curtesy or in-
heritance in and to all the real or personal property of the 
other whether now owned or hereafter acquired. 
Each party also agTees, upon the request of the other, to 
execute a.nd acknowledge any and all deeds of release or con-
veyance in order to enable such other to sell, convey or other-
wise dispose of his or her real or personal property, free from 
any rights or interest of the other therein. 
Witness the following signatures and seals: 
I 
HUGH R. WILLIAMSON (Seal) 
HELEN JORDON WILLIAMSON (Seal) 
Commonwealth of Virginia, 
City o~ Newport News, to-wit: 
I, the undersigned Notary Public in and for the City of 
Newport News, in the Commonwealt11 of 1Virginia, do hereby 
certify that Hugh Williamson· and Helen Jordon Williamson, 
his wife, whose names are signed to the foregoing writing · 
bearing date of the ninth (9th) day of ·1viay, 1941, bas ac-
knowledged the same before me in my City and State men-
tioned above. 
Given under my hand this the 9th day of May, 1941. 
].,fARY R. JOHNSON, Notary Public. 
My Commission expires on the 29th day of August, 1942. · 
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page 331 } The Court certifies that the foregoing is all 
· of the testimony and the instructions introduced 
on the trial of this case ; and the same is signed, sealed, cer-
tified, enrolled and made a part of the record in this cause, 
as Bill of Exception No .. 1, which is done within the time 
directed by law. 
Given under my hand and seal this 11th day of February, 
1942. 
JOHN WEYMOUTH, (Seal) 
Judge of the Circuit Court of Elizabeth City 
County, Virginia. 
In the Circuit Court for the County of Elizabeth City, 
Virginia. 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
v. 
Hugh Raymond Williamson. 
BILL OF EXCEPTION NO. 2. 
Be it remembered that upon the trial of this case, and after 
the defendant pleaded "not guilty" and the Jury duly em-
paneled and sworn to try the issue joined and after the Com-
monwealth had introduced all of its testimony and had rested 
its case, the defendant moved the Court to strike out the Com-
monwealth's evidence on the charge of murder in the first 
degree and murder in the second degree and to submit the 
case to the Jury on the guilt or innocence of the accused as· to 
manslaughter, voluntary or involuntary, because it was ap-
parent from the Commonwealth's evidence that 
page 332 r the defendant was neither guilty of murder in the 
first degree nor murder in the second degree 
and if he were guilty of any offense it would be that of man-
slaughter, voluntary or involuntary. The Court overruled 
the motion of the defendant to strike the evidence of the Com-
monwealth as to the charge of Murder in the first degree and 
murder in the second degree and to submit the case to the Jury 
on the guilty or innocence of the accused on the charge of man-
slaughter and ordered the trial of the case to proceed on the 
charge of murder in the :first degree. 
To' which action of the Court in overruling the motion of 
the defendant and ordering the case to go forward on the 
charge of murder in the :first degree the defendant, by coun-
sel, excepted and tenders this his Bill of Exception No. 2, 
and prays that it be signed, sealed and made a part of the 
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:record, which is .accordingly done ,vithin the time prescribed 
by law, this 11th day of February, 1.942. 
JOHN WEYMOUTH, (Seal) 
Judge of the Circuit !Oou~t of Elizabeth 
City County, Virginia. 
In the Circuit Court for the County of Elizabeth City, 
, Virginia. 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
v. 
Hugh Raymond Williamson. 
BILL OF EXCEPTION NO. 3. 
Be it remembered upon the trial of this case, after the jucy 
had been duly empaneled, and the Commonwealth 
page 333 } had tendered all of its witnesses, one of whom was 
Obie Studivent, the defendant tendered as a wit-
ness in his behalf, L. M. Giddings, Deputy Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Elizabeth City County, iVirginia, to prove that the 
witness, Obie Studivent, had then pending in the Circuit Court 
of Elizabeth City County, Virginia, an attachment case for 
three thousancl Dollars ($3,000) against the defendant, Hugh 
Raymond Williamson. The Court refused to permit the said 
L. M. Giddings to testify in behalf of the defendant on the 
grounds his evidence was immaterial. 
That the said L. M. Giddings, if had been permitted to tes-
tify, would have testified that there was such a case pending in 
which the witness, Obie Studivent, was a plaintiff and the 
defendant, Hugh Raymond Williamson, was the defendant, 
and defendant maintains that the evidence of this fact was 
material and would tend to show the interest of the witness, 
Obie Studivent. 
To the action of the Court in refusing to permit the wit-
ness, L. M. Giddings, to testify, the defendant, by counsel, 
excepted, ,and tenders this his Bill of Exception No. 3 and 
prays tbat it be signed, sealed and made a part of the record, 
which is accordingly done within the time prescribed by law, 
this 11th day of February, 1942. 
JOHN WEYMOUTH, (Seal) 
Judge of the Circuit Court of Elizabeth City 
County, Virginia. 
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page 334 r In the Circuit Court of the ·County of Elizabeth 
City,, Virginia.. . 
Commonwealth of :Virginia 
·v. . . 
Hugh Raymond Williamson. 
BILL OF EXCEPTION NO. 4. 
Be it remembered that npon the trial of this case, after the 
evidence had been heard by the Jury, the following instruc-
tions were submitted by the Commonwealth, to which the 
defendant, by counsel, objected, the objections being fully 
stated in the reporter's transcript of the testimony and the 
instructions and objections thereto incorporated in Bill of 
Exception.No.!: 
"E.,, 
'' To constitute murder in the first degree the prisoner must 
have been incited to the killing by malice. and the killing 
must have been. a willful, deliberate and premeditated act 
on the part of the prisoner; that is to say, he must have 
willed·, deliberated, and premeditated that he should kill the 
de~eased or do her some serious bodily injury, the necessary 
results of which would be her death, and from which she died; 
and to constitute a willful, deliberate and premeditated killing, 
it is not necessary that the intent to kill should exist for any 
particular length 0£ time prior to the actual killing. It is 
only necessary that such intention should come into existence 
for the first time at the time of such killing, or any time pre-
viously.'' 
"F." 
"The Jury are instructed that every wilful, deliberate, and 
premeditated killing, without provocation or cause, is murder 
m the first degree, and that on a charge of murder, malice 
is presumed £rom the fact of the killing. When the killing.is 
proved and is unaccompanied with the circumstances of pal-
liation, the burden of disproving malice is on the prisoner.'' 
page 335 ~ "G." 
'' The court instructs the Jury that every unlawful l1omi-
cide in Virginia is presumed in the absence of other evidence 
to be murder of the second degree, and in order to elevate 
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the offense to murder of the :first degree, the burden is upon 
the Commonwealth; and in order to reduce the offense to 
manslaughter or to show a justification or excuse for the 
killing, the burden is upon the accused to introduce evidence 
sufficient to raise in the minds of the jury a reasonable doubt 
as to whether he be guilty of murder, or of manslaughter, or of 
any offense at all. '' 
.A.nd thereupon the defendant, Hugh R,aymond ·wmiamson, 
by counsel, objected to the granting of the said three instruc-
tions, "E, F & "G'' which objection the court overruled and 
granted the said instructions. To which action of the Court 
in granting the three said instructions the defendant, by coun-
sel, excepted and tenders this, his Bill of Exception No. 4, 
and prays that it be signed, sealed and made a part of the 
record, which is accordingly done within the time prescribed· 
by law, this 11th day of February, 1942. 
JOHN WEYMOUTH, (Seal) 
Judge of the Circuit Court of Elizabeth City 
County, Virginia. 
In the Circuit Court for the County of Elizabeth City, 
Virginia. 
, Commonwealth of Virginia 
v. 
Hugh Raymond Williamson. 
BILL OF EXCEPTION NO. 5. 
Be it remembered that on the 28th day of October, 1941, 
upon the trial of this cause, after the Commonwealth and 
defendant had maintained the issues on the part 
page 336 ~ of each and introduced the evidence, which has 
been certified to in Bill of Exception No. 1, filed 
in this cause, and the Jury, after having heard the said evi-
dence and instructions of the Oourt, and argument of counsel, 
retired to their rooms and considered their verdict, and after 
some time returned to the Court, having found the following 
verdict: "We, the Jury, find the defendant guilty of murder 
in the second degree and fix his punishment at five (5) years 
in the penitentiary. T. E .. Ezell, Foreman." · 
And thereupon the defendant, Hugh Raymond Williamson, 
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moved the Court to set aside the verdict of the Jury, as con-
trary to the law and evidence, as being without evidence to 
support the verdict of second degree murder and for mis-
direction of the Jury by the Court and for the improper ad-
mission of evidence by the Commonwealth over the objection 
of the defendant and for the improper exclusion of evidence 
offered by the defendant, and to grant the defendant a new 
trial. Upon which the Court took ·said motion under advise-
ment and continued the same from time to time until the 
13th day of December, 1941, at which time the Court over-
ruled the motion of the Defendant and pronounced judgment 
against the defendant in accordance with the verdict of the 
Jury. 
To which action of the Court in overruling the motion of 
the defendant, in accordance with the verdict, the defendant, 
by counsel, excepted and tenders this his Bill of Exception 
No. 5 and ;prays that it be signed, sealed and made a part of 
the record in this .cause, which is accordingly done within 
the time prescribed by law. 
Given under my hand this 11th day of February, 1942. 
JOHN WEYMOUTH, (Seal) 
J udgc of the Circuit Court of Elizabeth City 
County, Virginia. 
page 337 ~ In the Circuit Court for the County of Elizabeth 
City, 'Virginia. 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
v. 
Hug·h Raymond Williamson. 
TO: J. W. HOPE, Jr., Commonwealth Attorney, Elizabeth 
City County, Virginia. 
You will please take notice that the undersigned will present 
to the Circuit Court of Elizabeth City County, Virginia, on 
February 3, 1942, between the hours of 10 A. M. and 5 P. M., 
five bills of exceptions to be signed, sealed and certified and 
enrolled and made a part of the record and Bills of Exceptions 
in the case of Commonwealth v. Hugh Raymond Williamson. 
And you will please take further notice that on the 10th day of 
February, 1942 at 10 A. M. the undersigned will apply to the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Elizabeth City County, at his 
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Gffice in Hampton, ,Virginia, for a transcript of the record in 
this case, in order to apply for a writ of error. 
Dated this 30th day of January, 1942. 
HUGH RAYMOND WILLIAMSON, 
By FRANK A. KEARNEY, 
Of Counsel. 
FRANK A. KEARNEY, 
J. THOMAS NEvVSOME, p. d. 
Service of this notice accepted this 3rd day of February, 
1942. 
J. WILTON HOPE, JR., 
Commonwealth Attorney, Elizabeth City 
County, Virginia. 
page 338 } And at another day, to-wit: 
Circuit Court of the County of Elizabeth City on Thursday 
the twenty-sixth day of February, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand nine hundred and forty-two. 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
v. 
Hugh Raymond Williamson. 
On this 3rd day of February, 1942, came the defendant, by 
counsel, and presented to the Judge of the Circuit Court. of 
Elizabeth City County, Virginia, within the time prescribed 
by law, his Bills of Exceptions 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 and prays that 
the same be signed, sealed and made a: part of the record in 
this case. 
And it appearing that the said Bills of Exceptions are 
proper, the said Bills of Exceptions are this day signed, 
sealed and made a part of . the record and it is ordered that 
the Clerk file the said Bills of Exceptions with the papers in 
this cause and enter this order in the Common Law Book. 
Given under my harid this 11th day of February, 1942. 
JOHN' WE.YMOUTH, (Seal) 
Judge of the Circuit Court of Elizabeth City 
County, Virgin~a. 
The foregoing order is entered n'l.!,nc pro tune as of Feb-
ruary 11th, 1942. · · 
JOHN WEYMOUTH, Judge. 
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·page 339} In the Clerk's Office of the Circuit Court of 
Elizabeth City County, Virginia, February 11th 
A. D. 1942 . 
. ,f I, R. E. Wilson, Clerk of the Circuit Court of Elizabeth 
City County, Virginia, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
is a true and perfect transcript of the record in the Felony 
case here~ofore pending in this Court, in which the Common-
wealth of !Virginia is plaintiff and Hugh Raymond Williamson 
is defen,dant, upon the charg·e of Murder, as the same now 
appears on file in this office. 
I further certify that the notice required by the Statute 
to be given by the Appellant to the Appellee has been duly 
given to the Attorney for the Commonwealth of this County 
by the defendant and certified as a part of the record. 
Given-under my hand this 11th day of February A. D. 1942. 
R. E. WILSON, 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Elizabeth City 
County, Virginia. 
A. Copy-Teste: 
By L. M. GIDDINGS, 
Deputy Clerk. 
M. B. WATTS, C. 0. 
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